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From My 
Viewpoint



It seems as though at every turn I take there is a question on the table 
about the future. A common metaphor to consider when planning for 
the future is “the bridge”. What does the bridge look like? 

The truth is I do not know how long our bridge to the future needs 
to be and precisely what future will we be connected to. Uncertainty 
is rampant and real when I consider the challenges facing us. 

Trinity needs to be a church that has the capacity for people 25-40 years 
old to crossover. Can we construct a bridge with the capacity to carry the 
payload of this generation’s deepest fears? 

Another questions is: 

Are we willing to cultivate a space for change that will allow us to build 
such a bridge?
 
In his book, Unafraid, Adam Hamilton shares: 
 

I asked two thirty-year-olds recently about their greatest 
fears. One immediately replied, “I fear not living up to my 
potential¬ – not having done as much as I could have done 
and should have done to impact others and the world.” 
Interestingly, beneath the fears of both of these young adults 
in an underlying belief that human beings are meant to make 
a difference, to somehow positively affect others and the 
world around us.

 
A new day is dawning at Trinity no matter what we decide. I imagine this 
new day will include a spacious way for us to pour meaning into the lives 
of others as we were blessed by our forbearers to experience God’s love. 
What shall we do with this chance to impact a generation for good with 
the bountiful resources we have in our reach? 

The choice is yours!
 
 

Ken Brown, Senior Pastor

MESSAGE FROM KEN
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Our mission is to offer a welcoming and transforming 
experience: the love of Jesus Christ.

WHO WE ARE

Trinity United Methodist Church is an intergenerational worshiping 
community that desires to radiate love through creativity, community 
and tangible acts of mercy and justice in our world. We believe the 
church is at its best when the doors are open to all who have an 
interest in learning about the Christian faith. Wherever you are on your 
journey, regardless of where you fall on the deep questions of faith, our 
community is open to you. 

LOCATION

1820 Broadway, Denver, CO 80202 

Service Times: 8:15 & 11:00am

Visit Trinity’s historic sanctuary in downtown Denver for a docent led tour 
on Sundays at 12:15pm or connect with the Church Office to schedule a 
weekday tour. 

CONNECT WITH US

Find us on the web: trinityumc.org 

CONTACT US

Office Hours: Monday–Thursday, 8:30am–4:00pm
                      Friday, 8:30am–3:00pm

Phone: (303) 839-1493  |  Email: info@trinityumc.org

Trinity UMC trinityumc.org/blog



7 ISSUE 63THE VINE

Pastors

Senior Pastor
Ken Brown  //  kbrown@trinityumc.org

Minister of Care 
Lee Anderson-Harris  //  landerson@trinityumc.org

Directors

Director of Business Administration
Sheila Alishouse  //  salishouse@trinityumc.org 

Director of Children’s Ministry
Allison Watkins  //  awatkins@trinityumc.org

Director of Communications
Gillian Ford  //  gford@trinityumc.org

Director of Contemplative Spirituality & Youth Ministry
Cami Twilling  //  ctwilling@trinityumc.org

Director of Finance
Laura Winberg  //  lwinberg@trinityumc.org

Director of Music & Arts Ministry
Judith Mitchell  //  jmitchell@trinityumc.org

Director of Servant Ministry
Deb Meyer  //  dmeyer@trinityumc.org

Administrative & Support Staff

Building Operations Manager
Rod Rodriguez  //  rrodriguez@trinityumc.org 

Children’s Ministry Assistant & Child Care Supervisor
Karen Schaffer  //  children@trinityumc.org 

Executive Ministry Assistant
Mary Soroka  //  msoroka@trinityumc.org

Office Administrator
Julie Gladney  //  jgladney@trinityumc.org

Wedding Coordinator
Leticia Dyment  //  weddings@trinityumc.org 

Music Assistant
Lou Semin  //  massistants@trinityumc.org

Organist
Norman Sutphin  //  nsutphin@trinityumc.org

CHURCH STAFF
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CHILDREN

Vacation Bible School at Trinity was a blast! If you were 
anywhere near Trinity, you would have heard our Vector 
Verse: “Glory to God who is able to do far beyond all that 
we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.”  
(Ephesians 3:20) Each day was exciting to welcome 107 
children along with 60 adult and youth volunteers To Mars 
and Beyond where they traveled through space-decorated 
halls, laughing, singing, meeting new people and growing 
friendships.

To Mars 
& Beyond
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Every day they powered up the space craft and set out on a mission to discover 
how faith, boldness, kindness, thankfulness and hope can be a part of their lives 
as they explore their community of friends and neighbors around the world.  

Vacation Bible school is an important week for many families, not only for the children 
but for volunteers who consist of teens who attended VBS as children, parents, 
grandparents and members of Trinity who recognize the value of VBS.  Year after year 
we welcome families near and far -  Grandparents have their grandchildren visit from 
Kansas City every year to keep the tradition of attending VBS just like their mother. 
Two young girls asked their mother to rearrange their vacation so they wouldn’t miss 
any days at VBS.  A mom called to register her children after hearing from friends that 
Trinity has the best VBS! A mom who volunteered one day had so much fun that she is 
taking a week of vacation to help next year.  A dad with three young sons looks forward 
to helping next year when he can volunteer more. Parents call in December to make 
sure they have the date when registration opens. VBS children observe  youth helpers 
and already ask what roles they can help with when they become youth.  These are 
just a few of the stories I hear every year.  Families are connecting with each other and 
with Trinity!
 
Each year the VBS team chooses a different mission for the children to learn about. 
In past years we have supported The Free Wheelchair Mission, Heifer International, 
Pura Vida to build a house in Guatemala, Habitat for Humanity, and Soles4Souls.   This 
year we chose to focus on MetroCaring and partnered with Jim VanSomeren and 
Trinity’s Deb Meyer.  They spent time with the VBS children sharing information about 
MetroCaring and how we can all be involved in helping our local community.  On our 
Kindness day we all learned the Good Samaritan Bible story and many ways to be kind 
to others. Many children may have already participated in canned food drives, and 
this week they learned there are many more needs besides food. The VBS children 
learned there are needs for shampoo, soap, diapers, and toilet paper.  They set a goal 
to bring one roll of toilet paper to donate during the week.  Not only did they bring 
in toilet paper donations, they also brought in their coins and dollar bills.  Your hearts 
will be warmed to witness their generosity.  Along with packaging 100 pounds of rice 
and 100 pounds of beans, they collected 322 pounds of toilet paper and donated 
$494.38!  Just like the Good Samaritan, they are using the power of kindness to make 
a big difference to help our downtown neighbors.   
 
Deb Meyer has scheduled an upcoming family-friendly event to continue to be in 
mission with Trinity Serves at MetroCaring on Saturday, September 14, from 9:30am–
Noon.  This event is for all ages to organize food donations in the warehouse, repackage 
bulk food items and help clean. 
 
The support for Vacation Bible School from Trinity’s congregation is heartfelt. The VBS 
team is so thankful for the many volunteer hours planning, prepping and decorating 
along with donations of supplies, snacks, scholarships and, of course, prayers! We 
continue to build our community here at Trinity with our children, youth, parents, 
grandparents, neighbors and friends. Together we are disciples of Jesus and boldly 
live our faith with kindness, hope and gratitude. Christ’s power is at work within us all!



10 ISSUE 63THE VINE



11 ISSUE 63THE VINE



12 ISSUE 63THE VINE

SERVE

Serving at Trinity 
& Beyond
Thanks to everyone who participated in our festive Partners on the Plaza this Spring! It was a joy to have all 
six of our local partners with us at the same time, connecting with regular attenders and guests as well as 
expanding their relationships among nonprofits. Mission was shared, passions connected and relationships were 
nurtured. TrinityServes group volunteer days have been fulfilled with each partner, and our participation making 
a difference with our local nonprofit partners is on the rise! 

Trinity folks and their friends could be found working in the laundry room at St. Francis Center on Memorial Day, 
doing a team build on a Habitat home for a hardworking family, bringing lunch for the Habitat team to enjoy 
together, organizing food and deep cleaning the Market at MetroCaring, setting up at PrideFest with our partner 
The Center on Colfax, and sorting food donations at We Don’t Waste for distribution at their Tuesday afternoon 
Mobile Food Market to one of the 50 identified food deserts in Denver. 

During one of my favorite conversations, I had the opportunity to engage with Partners on the Plaza, and 
whenever we serve together, we begin with the question: Where do you volunteer in your neighborhood or the 
city/town where you live? As you can imagine, the variety of responses is large in number, and I know I haven’t 
even scratched the surface! So here’s an opportunity to hear from even more of you! Please email me at dmeyer@
trinityumc.org and simply let me know:
 

• The name of the organization(s) where you serve outside of Trinity 
• The city or town where the organization is located 

Who knows? Maybe we’ll see some new TrinityServes opportunities popping up across the region. Can you 
imagine with us the fun, life-giving connections, growth and region-wide Kingdom impact possibilities available 
to Trinity folks who serve together in a community group near home? Friends of mine wrote a book on the topic 
and in it reminds readers of a passage in Isaiah that is as provocative today as when it was first spoken: 

The church is perhaps the only organization that is not inherently designed to be another special interest group 
at the table. This is because the church is about all of life, not just “spirituality,” and we should exist as connective 
tissue between every issue…If we can sit at the table as friends and neighbors, prayerfully discerning how the 
Spirit is asking us to build bridges, advocating for the unheard and finding creative solutions, we’ll become 
“known as those who can fix anything, restore old ruins, rebuild and renovate, make the community [even more] 
livable… 1 

Here’s that opportunity again – email dmeyer@trinityumc.org with: 

• The name of the organization(s) where you serve outside of Trinity that is/are already doing good work 
• The city or town where the organization is located

I look forward to hearing from you!

1 Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens and Dwight J. Friesen, The New Parish: How Neighborhood Churches Are Transforming 
Mission, Discipleship and Community (Downers Grove: IVP Books, 2014), p.111.
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“Hearts that beat 
to the tune 
of kindness can 
change the rythym 
of the world.” 
–C.J. Peterson
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CONTEMPLATIVE

Medieval 
French 
Labyrinth 
& Stiles 
Chapel 
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After I joined Trinity United Methodist Church, 
I wanted to become more involved – I would 
check out the bulletin boards every Sunday 
and one always caught my attention. It was a 
picture of a labyrinth and an invitation to attend 
the Contemplative Spirituality group on Sunday 
mornings in Stiles Chapel. I had no experience 
with a labyrinth and didn’t even know where 
Stiles Chapel was, but for weeks I would stop 
and read all the announcements always saving 
the Contemplative Spirituality leaflet for last 
and always feeling a fascination with something 
I knew absolutely nothing about. 

I am a procrastinator by nature, but I finally 
wrote down the contact information and 
made the call that would change my life. 
Reverend George Brunner was very patient 
with all my questions and assured me that I 
did not need to know anything about or have 
any experience with Contemplative Spirituality 
and even explained how to find Stiles Chapel. 
The next Sunday I entered the Chapel, found 
a pew and began Centering Prayer for the first 
time. That was nine years ago. Last week I led 
the Wednesday night Contemplative Spirituality 
class, at the request of Cami Twilling, Director 
of Contemplative Spirituality for Trinity, held in 
Stiles Chapel. 

I became more involved over time with 
Contemplative Spirituality and went Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings at Trinity. 
I learned that the labyrinth I first noticed 
mirrors the famous Medieval Labyrinth in 
Chartres, France (diagram on right). I have since 
practiced Lectio Divina–the ancient practice 
of praying the Scriptures–using it many times 
over the years. I have attended retreats held 
at the Mother Cabrini Shrine,  heard Father 
Richard Rohr, founder of the Center for Action 
and Contemplation, speak at a Contemplative 
Outreach presentation, and became part of 
communities, local and international, that honor 
silence and simply being in the present. 

One such community is led by acclaimed 
Scottish teacher, poet and author Rev. Dr. John 
Philip Newell. I was first introduced to John 
Philip when he was the guest speaker at Trinity 
for a weekend discussing his book Rebirthing of 
God: Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings 
in 2013. I have been fortunate to hear him 
speak many times and have attended all three 

years of the School of Celtic Consciousness 
held in Colorado. Two years ago, I was awarded 
a Scholarship and joined a group trip to the 
Island of Iona in Scotland. We connected with 
thirty others from all over the world to attend 
a week-long Pilgrimage led by John Philip 
Newell. Throughout that week I was often asked 
what had changed in my life since I began my 
Contemplative Spirituality journey; I had to stop 
and consider, what had changed? 

My response was that I feel calmer, more peaceful 
in the deepest part of my being; many Pilgrims 
simply nodded and smiled in agreement. I have 
learned to slow down and follow Mary Oliver’s 
advice from one of her poems, “Instructions for 
living a life: Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell 
about It.“ The key here is to pay attention. I also 
have a greater appreciation for what I believe 
to be at the heart of Contemplative Spirituality, 
Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

If you have wondered about Contemplative 
Spirituality, as I did all those years ago, Cami 
will be conducting an Introduction to Centering 
Prayer class this fall at Trinity where you can 
learn more about this silent prayer method. 
You might also consider joining our group on 
Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings 
in Stiles Chapel where everyone is welcome. 
Later this year a Contemplative Spirituality 
Retreat is scheduled at Mother Cabrini Shrine 
for December 6–7 where Cami will lead us in a 
variety of Prayer Practices. At all these events, 
like I learned from Reverend George Brunner, 
no experience is necessary–just a curiosity. 

CONTEMPLATIVE
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The
Community
of Warren
Village

GARY MOORE
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I personally first came in contact with Warren 
Village 12 years ago when I was matched in the 
Big Brother / Big Sister program with Philip, a 
13 year old African American young man who 
was living there with his mother and two sisters. 
I noticed there was tight security, but also a 
computer lab and career center where residents 
could improve skills and education, and draft 
resumes and job search. There was a loving 
and supportive, but also transformational, 
atmosphere. I am still “matched” with Philip, 
who is on the autism spectrum, now as his friend. 
He and his mother are part of my community. 
His mother has gone on to earn a Bachelors 
degree in medical administration. They now 
live in low income housing not far from Warren 
Village, which was an important step on their 
building of community. 

What does this have to do with Trinity United 
Methodist Church and our community? I was 
excited to be part of the Trinity Second Century 
Foundation grant process this year which again 
awarded a significant grant to Warren Village, to 
help this community in its work. I was privileged 
to personally join Deb Meyer in a visit to 
Warren Village (located at 13th and Gilpin) in 
May to present the check and update myself 
on their work. It continues strong with safe and 
affordable housing, early education and child 
care for children , computer room, and so much 
more. I learned 100% of the single parents 
who reside or come to Warren Village were 
homeless or unstably housed. You can learn 
more, including many success stories, at their 
website (warrenvillage.org). 

Philip and his mom’s story is not on the website, 
but I know it, and they are still part of my 
community. 

Warren Village is just one community of several 
supported by grants from Trinity Second 
Century Foundation in our work to provide 
financial assistance to outreach ministries and 
programs in downtown Denver and the Denver 
metropolitan area that serve underserved 
neighbors. 

We are seeking to expand the Trinity Second 
Century Foundation board community. 
Experience and skills helpful for board members 
include financial, volunteer, management or 
other experience with nonprofits; familiarity 

with submitting or reviewing nonprofit grant 
proposals; general management and financial 
skills; interest in learning about and sharing the 
work of Denver metropolitan area nonprofits. If 
you would like to consider applying to join our 
board, serving Trinity and beyond, contact one 
of our board members for further information: 

• Gary Moore 
 garytrentm@aol.com, 303-718-0470 
• Sharon Morneau
 sharonmorneau@gmail.com
• David Licko 
 d.f.licko@gmail.com, 303-229-5430
• Sheila Pierson
 sheilapierson@msn.com

SECOND CENTURY FOUNDATION

Pictured: Sydney J. Oelerich, Manager of 
Foundation and Corporate Relations, Ethan 
Hemming, President and CEO, with Gary 
Moore
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CARE

Embodying
Caring
Community
in Small
Groups
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CARE

I have been speaking about what it means to care in community in each issue of The Vine and 
elsewhere this year. I see a lot of care happen in the small groups (and not-so-small-groups!) that 
exist at Trinity. This care is so vital to the church’s health and to the health of individuals, as we all 
need support to get through the trials of life. That support cannot realistically be provided by the 
Pastors alone, no matter the size of the church! And, why would we want it to be? 

Our peers, the folks we walk through life with, often provide an even richer experience. As 
I was recently reading a book about small group development published by the United Methodist 
Church, I came across a powerful story that illustrates just what I’m talking about. 

This story comes to use from Cornerstone UMC in Michigan, but these kinds of stories happen 
everywhere:

 

“One fall our church decided to form a new life group with all of the couples who were 
married over the summer. Six couples responded. One couple who had been a part of 
the church as single people, agreed to lead. The group did a marriage study and quickly 
bonded together by sharing life experience. After one year, one couple who had not 
previously attended church became pregnant. On the Friday night when Stephanie was 
taken to the hospital for delivery, everything went wrong. Suddenly, a medical crisis 
arose and it looked as if Stephanie might not survive the birth. Pat, her husband, did not 
think to call the pastor. Instead, he called the group leader. Within 30 minutes, most of 
the group assembled at the hospital and waited and prayed. One day later, Stephanie 
took a turn for the better. The next day, she was released with her healthy baby. Four 
days later, the pastor found out about the trauma. At first the pastor was tempted to 
be angry for not being informed, but on second thought, realized the life group system 
worked as it was designed to do. Lay people were equipped to do the work of the 
ministry.” (written by Brad Kalajainen, Pastor of Cornerstone UMC, Grand Rapids, MI) 

Like this pastor, I have at times been upset when I learned about a care need well after the fact, 
only to remember that this is what being a church community is about. Do I wish I could effectively 
be there for all people at all times? Absolutely. But that’s more about me than it is about necessity, 
or even God’s desire. God designed us to be in relationship to one another. What a beautiful gift! 
All people can be good stewards of this gift by showing up for one another.  In fact, this is the 
shared ministry of all Christians. So my friends, blessings on your ministry!

REV. LEE ANDERSON-HARRIS



Senior High in Philadelphia  |   June 15-22

Youth Missions



Middle School Denver Dive  |  June 4-6, 2019



22 ISSUE 63THE VINE

SUNDAY SMALL GROUP

The Trinity Academy
Community
As church members, we generally think of community as 
something that exists outside our four walls. “Serving our 
community” covers the myriad opportunities that we have to 
care for those less fortunate in society as a whole. This type 
of outside engagement defines our mission as Methodists. 

But at times, we may be so busy looking outside that we fail 
to recognize the value of the many small communities that 
exist within the church. 

One of TUMC’s most vital small groups is Trinity Academy 
(TA). Now in its ninth year, and with nearly 100 members, 
TA not only hosts weekly lectures by religious scholars, it 
provides “intentional hospitality” to its members—and to 
anyone near enough to Rooms 107 and 108 to be greeted 
with a “hello” or a handshake. 

Many of us have been a part of this particular small 
community since it began and over time have developed 
close relationships with each other. Our before-and-after 
class social times (with refreshments!) allow us to share 
happy life events and extend our support to any who may 
be struggling. We look forward to seeing familiar faces 
every week. Frankly, if Nancy and Arlen McFaddin are not in 
their usual seats, we’re hard pressed to proceed! 

In addition to the brief, weekly social time, we organize 
small-group lunches after church, host a potluck brunch, an 
occasional art museum outing or other activity, and provide 
summer reading suggestions —all in the name of building 
community. 

Our program, developed through input from our members 
each year, has evolved into a wonderful partnership with 
professors from both the Iliff School of Theology and DU’s 
Dept. of Religious Studies. And, each year’s offerings have 
taken advantage of our own experts. 

Last year, several TA members were featured: Phil Tompkins 
led a discussion on religious scholar Karen Armstrong; Bob 
Yakely spoke on physician-assisted death; Larry Wagley 
presented the parables of Jesus, and Darrell Mount covered 
the book, “The Gifts of the Jews.” Last but not least, Diana 

Huerta stepped in when our scheduled speaker fell ill and 
gave us a full and off-the-cuff account of happenings at the 
prior week’s UM General Conference, where she was a TUMC 
delegate. Quite the team effort by our small community! 

So, what’s happening in our Academy this year? Our favorite 
professors are continuing their relationship with us; and we 
are also welcoming several new presenters. 

Living out Trinity’s Statement of Inclusion, three speakers are 
discussing living lives of meaning, purpose and commitment, 
serving the broader community, and loving our neighbors. 
New this year is an intergenerational focus in the presenters 
and in some of the topics we are addressing. 

We are continuing to honor diverse perspectives across 
a variety of faith traditions—examining controversies in 
religious creeds, atheism, looking at death and practicing 
contemplative spirituality. In addition, we are deepening 
our own faith tradition through study of the Bible and key 
events in ancient history. 

Following all the presentations, we enjoy a lively discussion 
period, which helps draw us closer as a group. Careful 
attention is paid to opening and closing of our classes, 
because these segments are such strong parts of building 
Christian fellowship. This is where we share opportunities to 
take part in church events, fund drives, service ministries, 
and announce individual joys and concerns. We close the 
morning with a prayer that captures what’s in our hearts and 
minds and readies us for the week ahead. 

Being an ever-changing community of learners, we are 
grateful for this unique opportunity to discuss, debate, 
and see where the spirit leads us, while enjoying our 
time together. 

Our schedule for the current year is on the following page. 
Please feel free to join us for a few Sundays to see if you 
would like to become a member. There is a nominal fee of 
$60 attached to membership, which covers the stipends for 
our speakers. We look forward to welcoming you.
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JAN SILVERSTEIN & JAN SHELLHAMMER

The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Wolfe
Preparing for General Conference 2020 and beyond

Dr. Sandra Dixon
Ethical philosophies and thoughts for Christians today

Rev. Ken Brown
Inclusivity

Dr. Rebecca Chopp
The future as vocation

Dr. Gregory Robbins
Voting about God: controversies, councils and creeds in early Christianity

Samantha Lawrence
A spiritual and yogic moral guide: the yamas and niyamas

Dr. Larry Donnithorne
The faith of C.S. Lewis and the man he regarded as his master

Dr. Robert Neuwoehner
Psyche and soul

Dr. Ted Vial
What is atheism?

Rabbi Brian Field
The Torah and the arising of human consciousness – Part 2

Dr. Gregory Robbins
Gnostic gospels: discovery, translation, interpretation

Cami Twilling
Contemplative spirituality: looking to the heart of our being

Dr. Amy Erickson
Death and life in the Hebrew Bible

Chaplain Paul D. Sutter
Spiritual intelligence: knowing God, ourselves, and others

Deb Meyer
Loving our neighbors: a practical theology

The Rev. Dr. Eric C. Smith
A journey through John

Spring potluck social 

Dr. Darrell Mount
Current perspectives on the holy land: reflections on our 2019 pilgrimage

Dr. Albert Hernandez
The history and impact of the medieval crusades

Kolby Morris-Dahary
Joining our hearts in song

Sept. 15

Sept. 22 – 29

Oct. 6

Oct. 13

Oct. 20

Oct. 27

Nov. 3 – 10

Nov. 17 – 24

Dec. 8 – 15

Jan. 5

Jan. 12 – 26

Feb. 2

Feb. 9 – 16

Feb. 23

March 1

March 8 – 22

March 29 

April 5

April 19 – 26, May 3 

May 10



24 ISSUE 63THE VINE

LOCAL PARTNER

I’ve already started this piece incorrectly. I should have 
written “our St. Francis Community.” John and I moved to 
Denver in May 2018 – leaving Maplewood, New Jersey, a 
community where we were totally invested in school and 
town activities and most of all, our Morrow Memorial UMC. 

I’ve already started this piece incorrectly. I should have 
written “our St. Francis Community.” John and I moved to 
Denver in May 2018 – leaving Maplewood, New Jersey, a 
community where we were totally invested in school and 
town activities and most of all, our Morrow Memorial UMC. 

In the chance moment of a talk by Dr. Phil Tompkins at 
Trinity Academy, I heard Phil say how much his volunteer 
experience at St. Francis Center had meant to him over the 
course of his retirement. The seed was planted: find out 
more about St. Francis. 

I told Phil of my interest on a Sunday; on Thursday Phil took 
me to St. Francis for a tour and a meeting with the Volunteer 
Director, and the following Wednesday I was volunteering 
at 7:00am. 

I found that it doesn’t take much to get hooked at St. 
Francis. Why? Is it the opportunity to help the many faces 
we serve at the mail desk? To be a friendly face to people 
who are down on their luck in life? The satisfaction of 
folding freshly laundered towels for the next people taking 
showers? Or is it the opportunity to work side-by-side other 
people like me who just want to help? Whatever it is, I’ve 

found two communities at St. Francis: all of the people who 
come through its doors–the people we serve and my fellow 
servants. And now I’ve found another community–my fellow 
Trinity members who too have been bitten by the St. Francis 
bug. 

Each week I see my St. Francis community growing. I find 
relationships with staff and fellow volunteers deepening. 
And I’m beginning to recognize faces of the people we 
serve. My best experience was overhearing a phone call, 
telling of her first day at work, and seeing on her face a 
glimpse of happiness that life just may be turning around 
for her. 

Recently Pam and Bob Hubbard hosted a gathering of the 
St. Francis volunteers from our Trinity Church community. 
But for that evening, I wouldn’t have known of Trinity’s 
strong presence at St. Francis. I learned that Pam Hubbard 
also serves on Wednesday mornings, as I do; but she works 
in the office, helping people in securing housing. We had 
never met until that evening. I found some kindred spirits 
that evening at the Hubbard’s. I sense that our little group 
will deepen our connections with each other in the years 
ahead. We share a love for this special ministry in our 
backyard. 

Not one of us can solve the growing homeless problem 
in our community. But we can make each day just a little 
easier for our brothers and sisters.

MARGARET PRENTICE

My St. Francis Center
Community

MARGARET PRENTICE

Pictured: Trinity Friends of St. Francis Center on June 20.
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LOCAL PARTNER

The weekend of April 26-28 found your Trinity Early Response Team (ERT) up at the United Methodist Church’s Buckhorn 
Camp on a work mission. Buckhorn Camp is west of Fort Collins and still recovering from the 2012 High Park Fire, evidence 
of which can sadly be seen along the ridges surrounding and into the camp.

14 members of the team cleaned and painted cabins, completed a vaulted ceiling in a new meeting building, surveyed for 
accessible trails to replace ones destroyed in the fire, created defensible space, enlarged the sand landing pit at bottom of 
tube slide, assisted in the kitchen, split fire wood and gave the camp a leg up on the new season. The Team contributed 
nearly 270 volunteer hours. What an amazing group of hard-working volunteers! 

Our efforts were greatly appreciated, and we wish Buckhorn Camp a successful camping and retreat season. The Team is 
tentatively scheduled to return to Buckhorn the weekend of August 23 to assist with the restoration of the Camp.  Contact 
Troy Hull or Bob Dorroh if you would like to participate in the next mission.

Early Response Team @
Buckhorn Mission Camp

LYNNETTE MUNCEY

Pictured: Trinity Early Response Team at Buckhorn Camp.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Vine is Trinity’s printed avenue for connecting experiences and people through storytelling. The guiding 
theme for 2019 is COMMUNITY. Each edition will focus on this theme through a specific lens to uncover and 
deepen our collective understanding. 

The contents of these pages, and the pages to come, are (and will be) a reflection of Trinity in 2019. More 
specifically, they are a reflection of you–and others who choose to share their time, talents, gifts and treasures 
in this place. Without you, the people you sing with in the choir, the people you sit next to in a pew, the people 
you serve with at a local partner, the people who parent alongside you, the people who support, encourage and 
laugh with you, Trinity would not exist. We are a web of human connections and experiences–each dignified, 
unique and important. Together, in our Trinity community, we are co-creators. Yes, you and me.

The Vine is a dedicated space to visit, share and envision our connections through words and imagery. Perhaps 
as you engage with The Vine, you will find a new connection or rekindle a connection you thought was lost. I 
invite you to join in this endeavor: Lean in. Share a piece of your experience and heart. Let your voice be heard. 
Sit intentionally with the perspectives on these pages. Open your mind and heart to the ideas of another. Listen, 
reflect and engage. Be inspired by, with and for your community at Trinity.

       

PUBLICATION DATES

• Envisioning Community  |  1st Edition: March 2019

• Exploring Community  |  2nd Edition: May 2019  

• Embodying Community  |  3rd Edition: August 2019

• Evolving Community  |  4th Edition: November 2019

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Submitting an article for an upcoming edition of The Vine is easy! Please follow the article guidelines found at 
trinityumc.org/vine and fill out the online form. Submissions received after the deadline will be considered for 
the following publication and may be utilized on Trinity’s Blog. 

WHAT IS A CONTRIBUTOR? GLAD YOU ASKED!
Contributors engage with and articulate Trinity’s most relevant stories. Contributors produce regular articles and 
work alongside Trinity Communications in scheduling and implementing articles for The Vine and Trinity’s Blog 
as needed. Interested in being a contributor? Let us know!

THE VINE: 2018 EDITIONS
Want to re-read an issue of The Vine from 2018? No problem! These are available as PDF downloads on the 
Trinity website at trinityumc.org/vine. Save a copy for yourself, or send one to a friend.

Like what you see? Have an idea? Are you a photographer, designer or creative writer? 
Interested in interviewing and collecting stories? We need you! 

Reach out and let us know how you’d like to contribute.
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TRINITYUMC.ORG/OPENHOUSE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
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18TH OCTOBER
2019

CONCERT
@ 7:00PM6:00PM

Doors at 
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VENUE
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1820 BROADWAY, DENVER

TICKETS
$25 ADULTS   //   $12 STUDENTS

FREE FOR AGE 12 & UNDER

SOCIAL 
@FACEVOCALBAND

LIVE IN CONCERT

DETAILS & TICKETS:
TRINITYUMC.ORG/FACE
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SAVE THE DATE

How To Care: Grief & Loss  |  August 17
People often wish to be supportive of friends and acquaintances who are going through a difficult time, but 
hesitate because they aren’t sure what to say or do to show they care. The How to Care series gives guidance 
and brings people together around a specific topic. Each gathering includes personal stories of people who 
have been on the receiving and giving ends of care, and time to make connections with fellow compassionate 
folks. The second class of this series, “Grief and Loss,” will meet on August 17 at Trinity in Room 109. This class 
discusses supporting people who have experienced a death or other major loss. Contact: Rev. Lee Anderson-
Harris

Walking in the World Creative Class  |  August 21 & 28
Challenge yourself to explore your “artist within” through this two-session introduction to The Artist’s Way. 
Using material from Walking in this World, by Julia Cameron, participants will receive guidance in developing 
the ability to see the extraordinary in the ordinary and using this newfound awareness to fuel their creative 
process. The classes will be on Wednesdays, August 21 & 28. Registration is $25 per individual and includes 
the cost of admission to the Gardens. A 12-week class on The Artists Way will be offered beginning in January 
2020. Visit trinityumc.org/artists to register. 

TrinityServes @ St. Francis Center  |  August 24
Plan now to volunteer with others from Trinity with our local partner, St. Francis Center! Find out more about 
this non-profit and why several folks at Trinity choose to serve there on a regular basis. Appropriate for all ages. 
Register at trinityumc.org/stfrancis by August 22 and receive all the details by email. Contact: Deb Meyer

Inclusion Beyond Race Learning Group  |  September 3
Attendees of the Traces of the Trade Film Screening and Belong Church Allyship event with Regan Byrd on 
August 15 are invited to join Dan Sharp and Deb Meyer to continue growth through understanding and practice. 
We will meet at Trinity in the Atrium from 6:00–7:30pm. Contact: Deb Meyer

Wednesday Night Meals  |  Beginning September 4
Everyone is invited to gather for a delicious meal on Wednesdays from 5:15–6:30pm before rehearsals and 
programming. The Wednesday Night Meal is offered every week in the fall unless otherwise announced, and 
reservations are not required. There is a $3 suggested donation. Hope to see you there! 

TrinityServes: Septmber Opportunities
• TrinityServes with Capitol Hill Community Services  |  September 6  |  11:30–1:00pm  |  Ages 10 & up
• Trinity Serves @ MetroCaring  |  September 14  |  9:30am–Noon |  All ages

Doors Open Denver  |  September 21 & 22
Trinity is excited to be chosen to participate in Doors Open Denver, a weekend sponsored by the Denver 
Architecture Foundation to open doors to some of Denver’s treasured spaces. Please mark your calendar for 
September 21 and 22 and plan to take advantage of these great tours. You may also volunteer to help showcase 
Trinity. We are in need of hospitality/greeters in Fellowship Hall and tour guides in the Sanctuary. Training and 
materials provided. Two hour shifts are available from 10:00am–4:00pm on Saturday and Noon–4:00pm on 
Sunday. Contact: Julie Gladney



31 ISSUE 63THE VINE

Trinity Open House  |  September 29
We will be hosting an Open House on Sunday, September 29 for our congregation and for the community. 
Celebrate our heritage while connecting in new and fun ways. More details are coming soon–you don’t want to 
miss this! Contact: Sheila Alishouse
TrinityServes with We Don’t Waste at Denver’s Project Homeless Connect 2019  |  October 9–10
• Make Sandwiches for Saturday’s event  |  October 9
• Volunter at Denver’s Project Homeless Connect 2019  |  October 10

Women’s Fall Retreat  |  October 4–6
Registration is open for this year’s annual Women’s Fall Retreat! We will be retreating at the YMCA of the 
Rockies in Estes Park and are excited to explore our theme, Unleashing Our Joy, with guest speaker, Rev. Stacy 
Collins. Join us for the entire weekend, or take advantage of the “Saturday-Only” option. Learn more online at 
trinityumc.org/fallretreat and register to attend.

3rd–5th Grade Bible Retreat & Bible Sunday  |  October 11–12 & 13
All 3rd–5th graders have a fun overnight retreat at Trinity with friends, diving deep in the Bible along with 
other fun activities! Everyone returns Sunday morning for a breakfast celebration with families and attends the 
11:00am worship service for a Bible presentation. Contact: Allison Watkins

Hospitality Matters: Casa de Paz  |  October 13
Come hear Sarah Jackson, founder of Casa de Paz, share information about her ministry.  Just a few miles away 
from the immigrant detention center, Casa de Paz offers housing, meals, visits and emotional support to families 
separated by immigrant detention. Contact: Deb Meyer

FACE Vocal Band Concert – Tickets Available Now  |  October 18
Trinity’s Music & Arts Ministry is excited to announce a choir-sponsored concert with FACE Vocal Band at Trinity on 
October 18!! FACE is a local “all-vocal rock” accapella band reaching new heights of popularity. The five singers 
have been together for fifteen years and perform across the Front Range, including Red Rocks Amphitheater, as 
well as touring internationally. Find them performing this summer at a festival near you (Longmont, Fort Collins, 
Evergreen & more) and be sure to save the date for their energetic, engaging and family-friendly concert at 
Trinity! Visit trinityumc.org/face to learn more, check out some music videos and purchase your concert tickets. 
Contact: Judith Mitchell 

How To Care: Getting Your House in Order  |  October 19
The How to Care Series gives guidance and brings people together around a specific topic. The third class of 
this series, “Getting Your House in Order,” will meet on October 19 at Trinity. This class discusses retirement, 
living wills and other information pertinent to the sunset years of life. Contact: Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris

Children’s Ministry Halloween Party  |  October 27
Children are invited to wear costumes to church and enjoy games, fun snacks and more during Sunday school 
hours (9:30 and 11:00)! Contact: Allison Watkins

For more events, visit trinityumc.org/events.
Please see a complete listing of staff contact information on page 7. 

SAVE THE DATE



Have a story to share?
Visit trinityumc.org/vine
to submit an article.

CONNECT WITH US     trinityumc.org

1820 Broadway
Denver, CO 80202


