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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

In Person Services: 9:30am
LiveStream: 9:30am 

Cable Channel 12: 5:15pm

IMPORTANT NOTE:IMPORTANT NOTE:

PLEASE be aware of the handicap parking 
areas on the south side of the church  
building! Extra handicap spaces are  

available for those that are in need of them.  
Please be respectful of those in need.   
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• ATLAS Needs/News

• Missionary Wall

• 5th Sunday Service

• Note from Amy S.

• Note from Amy R.

• Note from Valerie

• September Calendar

• Volunteer Sheet

•
 Watch the website & 
current bulletins for 
updates on events!

Phone: 712.472.3729 
Email: frchurch@premieronline.net    

Website: www.rockrapidsfrc.org
512 South Union Street, Rock Rapids, IA 51246



LIBRARY NEWS

UNSHAKABLE HOPE by Max Lucado. Building our lives on the promises of God. 
After 40 years of ministry, I've discovered that nothing lifts the weary soul like the promises of God. This 
book contains some of my favorites. Many of them are go-to promises I've turned to throughout the years 
to encourage others. And to encourage myself. Don't we need them? We do not need more opinions or 
hunches; we need the definitive declarations of our mighty and loving God. He governs the world according 
to these great and precious promises. The circumstances of life or the promises of God-- upon which are 
you standing?

THE SONG by Chris Fabry. Jed King's life has been shaped and scarred by the songs and mistakes of his 
famous father. He wants to sing his own song, but the words and melody are elusive. Jed's dreams of a 
successful music career seem out of reach until he meets Rose. Inspired by his love for the vineyard owner's 
daughter, Jed pens a new song-- a song with such emotional power and longing that it catapults him unto 
stardom. But with this life of fame comes temptations, the same temptation that lured his father so many 
years ago and now threatens to unravel his marriage. The pull of "The Song" takes Jed and Rose on a 
journey that will force them to deal with failure, the pain of loss, and the desire to be who God created them 
to be. Together they will test the limits of the promise that love is the power that heals. Lyrical and deeply 
honest, The Song asks hard questions of love and forgiveness. When the wisest of men is a fool for love, can 
true love persevere?

A TRAIL OF CRUMBS by Susie Finkbeiner. Book two of novels of the Great Depression. Pearl Spence has 
been through more in her young life than most folks could handle. But through it all, her family has been by 
her side. They may not be perfect, but they love her and they all love each other, come what may. That's one 
thing Pearl no longer questions. But then a devastating tragedy throws the whole family into a tailspin-- and 
signals the beginning of the end of her secure life. Now the Spences are fleeing to Michigan. Pearl isn't sure 
she'll ever see home or happiness again. Will any trail of crumbs be powerful enough to guide her back to 
the dependable life she once knew?

A SONG OF HOME by Susie Finkbeiner. Book three of novels of the Great Depression. Pearl Spence has 
finally settled into a routine in Bliss, Michigan, far from her home in Red River, Oklahoma. Like all the other 
kids, she goes to school each day, plays in the woods, and does her chores. But there's one big difference; 
Mama is still gone, and doesn't seem to have a through for the family she has left behind. Escaping from her 
worries is another part of Pearl's new routine, whether that's running to Aunt Carrie's farm, listening to the 
radio with Ray, or losing herself in a book. In fact, a chair in the stacks, surrounded by books, might be her 
favorite place on the earth-- until she discovers swing dancing. The music transports Pearl to a whole other 
world. When Mama unexpectedly returns, it isn't the happy occasion Pearl imagined. Mama is distant and 
Pearl can't figure out how to please her. And the horrible way she treats Daddy is more than Pearl can bear. 
Seems life would be better if mama would just stay away.



ATLAS needs for October

Canned tuna, soup 
crackers, cereal, 

hamburger helper, and 
tuna helper

BREAD OF LIFE 
2021 SCHEDULE

October 27
November 17
December 15

BREAD OF LIFE
2022 SCHEDULE

January 26
February 23

March 23
April 20
May 25
June 22
July 27

August 17
September 28

October 26
November 16
December 21

BREAD OF LIFE LOCATIONS
 AND TIMES

Forester Community Building
Rock Rapids

6:00pm-6:45pm
404 1st Ave Rock Rapids

West Lyon School
5:30pm-6:30pm

1787 IA 182nd Ave, Inwood IA

George Emmanuel Lutheran Church
5:00pm-6:00pm

400 East Iowa Ave, George, IA

Little Rock Town & Country Club
6:00pm-7:00pm

Located on Main street across from 
library

We are in need of financial assistance to provide cold weather gear for
 children in need in Lyon County.  We are also still asking for your 

continued dontations for the Christmas Store. You can visit our 
website at atlasoflyoncounty.org for more information about giving.
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Friends and Partners, 
 
You might be wondering if Sherri and I survived the 90 day sabbatical since it has been a while since 
we have been in touch.  As a matter of fact, we made it through quite well, and thought we would give 
a little update related to that.  We hope and pray that you have been healthy and have enjoyed a 
wonderful summer despite the unique challenges we still all seem to be facing.  
 
Having a 90 day sabbatical has been a privilege that may not come again, so I tried to make it count 
as much as possible.  By the way, Sherri did not get to join me since she took a shorter sabbatical a 
few years ago. She continued with her regular duties throughout the summer and didn't even 
complain despite being a bit envious of me.  
 
God really impressed upon me that it was not just a 'break' from the usual work with AIA ministry, but 
it was a time to maximize and be as productive as possible. The 
timing worked out so perfectly too.  There is a lot of transition and 
restructuring of Campus Crusade internationally, which made this 
summer an ideal time to not be involved for a period of time.  So what 
exactly did it look like?   
 
I can tell you I did not go to the office at all even though it did open up 
again in the springtime.  Also, I am not usually a natural goal setter, 
but this time I made that a point of emphasis.  I had a couple guys 
who helped me before and during the sabbatical so that I could have 
some guidance and accountability.  One big idea was to try to write, 
or begin to write, a memoir.  My goal was to try to finish 10 chapters.  
I had no plans to publish it, but I wanted to document some stories 
and experiences that God has allowed me to be part of. The main 
purpose is to have something for family, whether it be kids or siblings, 
and a few friends who might have interest in the places I have been 
or the things I have seen God do.   
 
 
 
Being a numbers person, I gave this report to the guys that helped me make the most of the past 3 
months: 
   

 shopping just 1 time (thankfully) 

 fishing 5 times (unfortunately, since I love to go fishing) 

 golfing at 4 different courses (about every other week, but it didn't help my game) 

 coffee shops 4 times  (only because I could read or write there but not because I like coffee) 

 Reds baseball games 3 times  (less than a usual summer) 

 read 7 books (one book had a chapter titled, "What kind of person do I want to be when I get 
 old?", that was thought provoking) 

 wrote 32 chapters of a memoir I titled, "My Boring Life - from the cornfields of Iowa to Cagayan 
 De Oro" (I enjoyed recording memories and experiences so much I didn't want to stop 
 after 10 chapters) 

With our friends from Covington, IN, 

Terry and Anita Field, who have gone on 

many AIA trips 
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 volunteered 9 times with 5 different ministries or events (including the W and S Pro tennis 
 tournament, Joni and Friends, and Aruna) 

 traveled 3 times to see family (Corrie and Josh in TN and siblings in Iowa) 
 
All in all, I was pleased to accomplish many of the goals I had set.  I would have to say I felt it was a 
fruitful time and a refreshing time, which is really what a sabbatical is supposed to be. Being in the 
phase of life that I am, and having just turned 67, it was great to be able to focus on the Lord and to 
contemplate what God might have for me (or for us) in the years we have left.  Thank you to those of 
you who gave me some very good and creative ideas to consider! 
 
There was, however, one surprise that I was not expecting.  A little breathing issue developed when I 
was exercising a few months ago.  My doctor suggested some tests and CT scans.  A nodule was 
discovered in my right lung.  Thankfully a biopsy last week revealed it was not anything to be 
concerned about at this time.  Benign.  Maybe being 67 just means I need to slow down when I run or 
swim or bike.  I didn't expect to be in so many medical facilities this past month.  Plus I have a few 
more appointments to go.  So far, we are grateful for the results. We welcome your prayers for God's 
wisdom for the doctors and for health.  If you have a specific prayer request, we would love to hear 
from you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Praise God for these past few months.  Life has many ups and downs and even some surprises at 
times.  More than ever, we are grateful for you and for your faithful prayers and support.  It has been 
such an amazing privilege to partner with you in bringing the message of the gospel throughout the 
world over the years.  

 

With Praise and Thanks, 

Curt and Sherri 

 

Hiking with family near Nashville, TN 
where Josh and Corrie now live 
 
 

Walleye fishing with friends at Lake 

Erie 







 5th Sunday Service 

First Reformed Church, Rock Rapids, IA 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 at 7 PM 

Our guest speaker will be Shari Kastein, the 
Executive Director for Family Crisis 
Centers.  As a leading expert since 1986, 
Shari has been the recipient of many awards 
and honors for her outstanding nonprofit 
program development and leadership.  FCC 
provides hope and healing to victims and 
survivors of crime in Iowa.       

You will also be inspired when you learn 
about how the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes is working in our local school.    
Please join us and invite your family and 
friends to come with you.   



Last week we delivered Christian Literature to International 
Christian Literature Distributors (ICLD) in Minneapolis.  We’ve 
been doing this for around 30 years starting when we had 
Kempers Flower House and we would take it when we went to 
Minneapolis to purchase plants and supplies for the shop.  ICLD 
has always been run by volunteers, usually retirees who would 
collect, sort, and ship these materials all over the globe.  As you 
may know it is more and more difficult to get volunteers for any 
endeavor and that is no different at ICLD.  In my conversation 
with John Stacknik who is president he told me that at this 
point they are no longer able to accept large donations because 
they don’t have the staff to handle them.  So he suggested that 
we should not collect literature for next year.  If their situation 
changes that may change but at present he didn’t know how 
much longer they would be able to exist.  They always 
appreciated our donations and Gloria and I along with friends 
enjoyed bringing them each year.  I will keep you informed but 
at this point we will not be collecting next year.  If any of you 
have any other places that are in driving distance where we 
could bring the literature let me know and we can look into 
it.  Thanks so much for your support over the many years.  We 
have enjoyed serving God in this way. 
Thanks and God Bless you,       
Karl & Gloria Kempers 



Children’s Ministry 
Newsletter
OCTOBER 2021

6th Annual
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
PACKING PARTY

Packing Date: Wednesday 
November 10. The entire 
congregation is invited.

There are empty shoeboxes stacked next 
to our OCC table. Please feel free to grab 
one, or as many as you would like, and 
pack them at home. 

We are an OCC drop-off location. 
We will open our doors and receive boxes from individuals and families of 

the community as well as area churches. 
Below are the times we will be open to receive shoeboxes. If you are 
interested in volunteering during any of these times, please contact 

Amy at 712.470.4883 or frcamy@premieronline.net. Thanks!

Monday, November 15 1 pm – 3 pm

Tuesday, November 16 4pm –6 pm

Wednesday, November 17         6 pm – 8 pm

Thursday, November 18 10 am – 12 pm

Friday, November 19 9 am - 11 am

Saturday, November 20 10 am – 12 pm

Sunday, November 21 1 pm – 4 pm

Monday, November 22   9 am – 11 am



Hello   Operation   Christmas   Child   friends,    September,   2021  

Since   1993,   Samaritan’s   Purse   has   distributed   more   than   188   million   shoebox   gifts   to  
children,   partnering   with   local   churches   in   over   170   countries   and   territories.   

Since   2009,   26.9   million   shoebox   recipients   have   participated   in   The   Greatest   Journey,  
more   than   18.7   million   have   graduated,   and   over   12.6   million   children   have   made   
decisions   for   Christ.   

Praise   God   that   we   get   to   help   share   the   Good   News   through   simple   shoebox   gifts!  
Thank   you   for   being   a   part   of   The   Great   Commission   in   this   way.   

In   2020   more   than    9.1   million    shoeboxes   were   collected.    The   goal   for   2021:    9.7   million.  

SHOEBOXES   AND   MATERIALS:   
*Although   any   average-size   cardboard   or   plastic   shoebox   is   OK,   red   and   green   GO
 (Gospel   Opportunity)   boxes,   along   with   other   materials   and   resources   are
 available   at   www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.   (order   by   early   October)

DROP   SITES:     (National   Collection   Week:    November   15-22)  
*Rock   Rapids,   First   Reformed   Church.    Contact   Amy   Schulte,   712-470-4883,   for
collection   schedule.

*Sioux   Center,   New   Life   Reformed   Church.    Loralie   Wiese,   712-441-2371.
Shoeboxes   may   be   delivered   between   10-4   every   day   except:
Wed   11/17,   10-8             Sun   11/21,   1-4            Mon   11/22,   7-9   AM

2021   INFORMATION:  
*Build   a   Shoebox   continues   to   be   a   convenient   online   opportunity.
*A   curbside   option   will   again   be   available   when   dropping   off   boxes.
*Please   don’t   hesitate   to   contact   me   with   any   questions   you   may   have!

Let’s   pray   that   the   Lord   will   use   our   hearts   and   hands   to   do…immeasurably   more   than
we   can   ask   or   imagine   (Ephesians   3:20)…for   His   Glory   and   for   more   children   to   know
Jesus   as   Savior!   

Loralie   Wiese   
OCC   Church   Relations,   Sioux   and   Lyon   Counties  
loraliewiese@gmail.com   
712-441-2371

mailto:loraliewiese@gmail.com


MINISTRY OF CARE
with Amy Ryals

The Oaks Club will meet  
 October 21st at 2pm

 (activity to be announced)



MUSIC MINISTRY
with Valerie Lenderink 

I am so excited for October’s sermon series: Worship!  Pastor Troy will bring us through the bible’s teachings on worship, and we will be able to practice his teachings 
during the service.  In other words: be prepared for some changes to the services!

So, what is worship?  How do we worship?  Is there a wrong way or right way to worship?

In the book of Nehemiah, they set the stage for the beginnings of corporate worship.  They read scripture aloud (Nehemiah 8:3), they responded out loud to the Word 
(Nehemiah 8:6), they bowed down and stood up (8:6-7).  Psalm 95:6 says to bow and to kneel, “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our 

Maker.”  Everyone was involved, not just one age group, not just the priests, but everyone!  2 Chronicles 29:28 says, “The whole assembly bowed in worship, while the 
musicians played and the trumpets sounded. All this continued until the sacrifice of the burnt offering was completed.”  There’s music, singing, instruments and offerings 
as part of worship.  Psalm 100:2 says, “Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.”  1 Chronicles 16:29 says, “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due 

his name; bring an offering and come before him. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.”  

I know, you’re all thinking, “Hey, Valerie, we do all of that on Sunday morning already, so what?”  Then let me ask you, what’s the most important part of worship?  The 
most important part is that we don’t just go through the motions of standing, sitting, kneeling, singing, and bringing a check for the offering plate, but that we do all of it 

in the Spirit, in the truth, and with our whole bodies, every day!  Not just Sunday morning!  John 4:23-24 says, “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the 

Spirit and in truth.”  Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your true and proper worship.”  God wants YOU!  Every day.  God wants you to live each day as you do in worship on Sundays.  Kneel and pray.  Stand up and 

sing.  Offer your time, talents, and resources for the glory of the Lord.  

And you know what else?  God knows you.  Maybe you have bad knees or back and need to sit down.  Maybe your baby only stops screaming if you are standing and 
swaying with her.  Maybe you are pregnant and need to sit down.  Maybe you just got adjusted at the chiropractor and need to stand up and stretch.  Maybe your 

toddler insists on sitting in your lap.  Maybe you had a late night and need to stand up and get the blood pumping again.  Maybe the weight of it all is pushing you down 
to your knees.  Maybe God is moving you to stand up and lift your hands high.  There is no wrong way to worship, as long as you do it in Spirit and in truth and with your 

whole body, every day.
Worship is our intimate response to God.  The praise team, organists, and pianists are not performing for you.  We are leading you in a response to God. 

So, will you stand and worship with me?



October 2021 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Communion Sunday 
10:30 Parent Class 
Professions of Faith 

11:30-1 QB Club  9-11 MOPS 
 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
10:30 Parent Class 
Schwartze Baptism 

11:30-1 QB Club 2:15 Staff Mtg. 9:30am Joy Circle 
6:30 Girls League    
(meal will be served) 
8 pm Guys Night 

7pm Peace Circle   

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
10:30 Parent Class 
Stuerman Baptism 

11:30-1 QB Club 2:15 Staff Mtg 
6:30 pm Grace 
Circle 

9-11 MOPS 
 

2pm Oaks Club   

24 

 

25 26 

 

27 

  

28 29 30 

10:30 Parent Class 11:30-1 QB Club 6:30 Consistory Mtg.     

31 
10:30 Parent Class 

7-7:30pm 5th Sunday service 
(concert)  

      

       

 
MOMS IN PRAYER 
Traditional: Sundays @ 6PM 
College & Careers: Tuesday @ 12pm 
College & Careers: Tuesdays @ 5pm 
Grandmas: Thursdays @ 12:15pm 

 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP: 

*9:30 worship service 
*live streaming: rockrapidsfrc.org 

at 9:25am 
*Cable Channel 12 at 5:15 

Please watch the website and 
bulletin for updates, 

   
 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: 
Praise Team Practices 

Sundays @ 8:15am and / or 
Wednesdays @ 7pm 

6:30pm JRCYF 
8pm SRCYF 

 
 
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL- Following 
worship 
Club 512- Every Wednesday 
afternoon from 2:30-5pm followed 
by the Midweek meal 5-6:30. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the 
meal! 
 

 



          
Common Ground 
         3) Craig & Kay Wynia 
        10) Girls League 
        17) Edie Korthals & Glenda Hellenga 
        24) Jen Lincecum & Rachelle Johnson 
        31) Pytleski Family 
 
Coffee Break 
         3) Fred & Sharon Tilstra 
       10) Girls League 
       17) Randy & Cindy Bosch 
       24) Evan & Kristi Metzger 
       31) Dwayne & Sharon Postma 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery 
 

         3) Garrett Hoefert Family 
        10) Jamie VandeWeerd 
        17) Heather and Anika Springer 
        24) Emma Baker & Brooklyn Krull 
        31)  Jordan & Kellie Menning        
 
Sound System                                                                      
 

         3) Matt Kock 
       10) Curt Dieren 
         17) Sawyer Hrdlicka 
        24) Curt Dieren 
        31) Dustin Bosch 
               
Video Taping                                                                       
 

          3) Randy Bosch    
        10) Justin Groen  
        17) Matt Kock 
        24) Ella & Jeff Jager 
        31) Matt Kock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

  

 
 
 
                                                                                        
Proclaim Presenter 
 

        3) Jamie VandeWeerd      
       10) Olivia Lyman 
       17) Lincoln Kock 
       24) Jac Van Wyhe 
       31) Susan Van Wyhe  
  

 
Medical Assistant                                                                          
  

          3) Jody Vande Weerd 
        10) Kathy Moser 
              17) Brian Hellenga 
         24) Kristi Metzger 
         31) Penny Krull     
 
Ministry of Music 
          3) Band/ Cherub Choir 
         10) Videos/ Handbells 
         17) Band 
         24) Videos/ Adult Choir 
         31) Traditional: Jan Van Otterloo (Organ) 
 
 October Work Group                                                           
  Allison Dreke 
  Audrey De Noble 
  Barb Tilstra 
  Deb Kruse 
  Edie Korthals 
  Jan Spyksma 
  Karen Flier 
  Karen Reemts (Bars) 
  Katie Boender 
  Laura Stuerman 
  Lezlee Benz 
  Norma Gisolf (Bars) 
  Sandi Wiarda 
  Sarah Wilson 
  Sue Faber 
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