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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

In Person Services: 9:30am
LiveStream: 9:30am 

Cable Channel 12: 5:15pm

IMPORTANT NOTE:IMPORTANT NOTE:

PLEASE be aware of the handicap parking 
areas on the south side of the church  
building! Extra handicap spaces are  

available for those that are in need of them.  
Please be respectful of those in need.   
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Watch the website 
& current bulletins for 
updates on events!

Phone: 712.472.3729 
Email: frchurch@premieronline.net    

Website: www.rockrapidsfrc.org
512 South Union Street, Rock Rapids, IA 51246



LIBRARY NEWS

 LOVE UNEXPECTED by Jody Hedlund. Book one of the Beacons of Hope Series. All Emma Chambers ever 
wanted was a home, but when her steamboat sinks just outside Presque Isle, she's left destitute and with no 
place to stay. An unlikely solution arises when the lighthouse keeper arrives in town. He's just lost his wife 
and is having a difficult time caring for his child. So a traveling preacher gets the idea that the keeper and 
Emma might be the answer to each other's dilemma. After a hasty marriage, she finds herself heading to 
the lighthouse with this handsome but quiet stranger. Nothing in her aimless life, though, has prepared her 
for a parenting a rambunctious toddler, as well as managing a household. Emma soon suspects Patrick may 
be hiding something from her, and the she hears a disturbing rumor about the circumstances surrounding 
his late wife's death. It seems as if her wish for a home and family of her own could end up leading her 
once more into turbulent waters.

HEARTS MADE WHOLE by Jody Hedlund. Book two of Beacons of Hope Series. After her father's death, 
Caroline Taylor has grown confident running the Windmill Point Lighthouse. But in 1865 Michigan, women 
aren't supposed to have such roles, so it's only a matter of time before the lighthouse inspector appoints a 
new keeper--even though Caroline has nowhere else to go and no other job available to her. Ryan 
Chambers is a Civil War veteran still haunted by the horrors of battle. He;s secured the position of 
lighthouse keeper mostly for the isolation--the chance to hide from his past is appealing. He's not 
expecting the current keeper to be a feisty and beautiful woman who's angry with him for taking her job 
and for his inability to properly run the light. When his failings endanger others, he and Caroline realize he's 
in no shape to run the lighthouse, but he's unwilling to let anyone close enough to help. Caroline feels 
drawn to this wounded soul, but with both of them relying on that single position, can they look past their 
loss to a future filled with hope....and possibly love?

UNDAUNTED HOPE by Jody Hedlund. Book three of the Beacons of Hope Series. Running from the 
mistakes of her past, Tessa Taylor heads to the uppermost reaches of Michigan, planning to serve as the 
new teacher to the children of miners. She quickly learns the town had requested a male teacher, but 
Percival Updegraff, superintendent and chief mine clerk, says she can stay through winter since it's too late 
to replace her. Tessa can't help but thank him and say she is in his debt. Determined to make herself 
irreplaceable once spring thaw arrives, Tessa throws herself into her work, and soon two students have 
decided Miss Taylor is the right match for their grieving father. At the same time, charming assistant 
lightkeeper Alex Bjorkland makes his interest known, surprising Tessa, who has never had men fight for her 
hand before. But not all is well as she feels that someone is tracking her every move, and she may not be 
able to escape the trap that has been laid for her.

THE CHRISTMAS SWAP by Melody Carlson. All Emma Daley wants this holiday season is a white 
Christmas. But the young teacher and struggling musician sure can't find that in sunny Arizona. Luckily, 
there's someone living in a perfect mountain home in the Colorado Rockies looking to make a vacation 
trade. West Prescott is an in-demand song-writer and talented musician who put his own singing career on 
hold to write songs for celebrity acts to perform. When his mother convinces him to do a vacation trade for 
Christmas, he never imagined on of the house guests would be so sweet- or so strikingly pretty. Naturally, 
he decides to stick around and to get better acquainted, he poses as the caretaker of his own house. But 
when Emma's friend Gillian discovers his true identity and sets her sights on him, things get....messy.



Hope for the future- General Synod 2021! 
With long-awaited Vision 2020 decisions coming to General Synod 2021, the synod did not 
seem poised to be a bastion of hope—and yet it was. Delegates sought the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, and the hope of Christ permeated even the most difficult conversations. 
Throughout synod, delegates engaged one another with respect, civility, and open hearts. 
General secretary Eddy Alemán shared the vision of the future church painted by Revelation 
7:9 in his report on Friday morning. And that vision of unity in diversity, of a church 
composed of many tribes and tongues who are one in Christ, emerged as a theme. Synod 
celebrated that the Reformed Church in America (RCA) is becoming more culturally and 
racially diverse, drawing nearer to the vision of Revelation 7:9. 

“After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

- Revelation 7:9

Delegates also celebrated the vibrancy of RCA Global Mission. Even a discussion about a 
recommendation to form a separate mission agency became a clear affirmation that mission 
is central to who the RCA is and how the church engages with the world. Watch video 
greetings from RCA missionaries, which were played at the beginning of plenary sessions. 
Synod celebrated 34 new churches in North America and another 34 in Nepal who have 
joined the RCA in mission. And delegates celebrated that 85 percent of new church planters 
since 2019 have been people of color. As Alemán said in his report, “The future of the 
Reformed Church in America is multi-ethnic … I have to say, that is a beautiful thing.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+7%3A9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+7%3A9&version=NRSV
https://www.rca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/D-Report-of-the-General-Secretary.pdf
https://www.rca.org/rca-global-mission-to-remain-rca/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRqB1FuEVtl4IAb7rrjfGsV6nPtaj_osQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRqB1FuEVtl4IAb7rrjfGsV6nPtaj_osQ


Vision 2020 decisions 
In response to the report of the Vision 2020 Team, General Synod voted to: 

1. Form a restructuring team. The team will develop a restructuring plan for the
denomination “with a view to optimizing the RCA’s sustained spiritual and
organizational health.” The restructuring team will consider the guidance of the
Vision 2020 Team about future structure but is not bound by that guidance. The
Vision 2020 Team suggested reorganizing classes as affinity based, rather than
geography based; that decisions about ordination, marriage, and discipline of
consistories continue to fall within classis authority; and that the assemblies of
regional synod and General Synod be examined for continued viability.

2. Keep RCA Global Mission RCA. After nearly an hour of discussion that spoke volumes
to the centrality of mission within the Reformed Church in America, the General
Synod voted against the Vision 2020 Team’s recommendation to create a separate
501(c)(3) mission agency. As a result, RCA Global Mission will continue to exist with
the RCA label.

3. Adopt new regulations for departing churches. The regulations provide for
mutually generous separation when churches leave the RCA over the next five years.
“From the very beginning of our work as the Vision 2020 Team, we wrestled with
the reality that some kind of separation was inevitable,” said Brian Keepers, a
member of the Vision 2020 Team who presented the recommendation. “There would
be churches that decided to leave the RCA and pursue other kingdom relationships
regardless of the outcome of our work. This reality brings with it a deep sense of loss
and grief. … However, even as we lament this reality, we are a people who do not
grieve without hope, for our hope is in the living Jesus.”

In anticipation of some churches and ministers leaving from the RCA, the synod also clarified 
the process of transferring a minister to another denomination and approved bylaws changes 
for the RCA Church Growth Fund, enabling the CGF to make loans to churches that used to be 
part of the RCA. 

https://www.rca.org/new-team-to-develop-restructuring-plan-for-the-rca/
https://www.rca.org/rca-global-mission-to-remain-rca/
https://www.rca.org/synod/vision2020/
https://www.rca.org/global-mission/
https://www.rca.org/new-regulations-adopted-for-departing-churches/
https://www.rca.org/church-growth-fund/


ATLAS needs for November

Canned tuna, soup 
crackers, cereal, 

hamburger helper, and 
tuna helper

BREAD OF LIFE 
2021 SCHEDULE  

November 17 
December 15

BREAD OF LIFE 
2022 SCHEDULE 

January 26 
February 23 

March 23
April 20
May 25
June 22
July 27

August 17 
September 28 

October 26 
November 16 
December 21

BREAD OF LIFE LOCATIONS
 AND TIMES

Forester Community Building
Rock Rapids

6:00pm-6:45pm
404 1st Ave Rock Rapids

West Lyon School
5:30pm-6:30pm

1787 IA 182nd Ave, Inwood IA

George Emmanuel Lutheran Church
5:00pm-6:00pm

400 East Iowa Ave, George, IA

Little Rock Town & Country Club
6:00pm-7:00pm

Located on Main street across from 
library

We are in need of financial assistance to provide cold weather gear for
children in need in Lyon County. You can visit our website at 

atlasoflyoncounty.org for more information on giving. We are also still asking 
for your continued donations for the Christmas Store, items include Barbies 

and Barbie clothes and accessories, Matchbox cars, Legos, fuzzy socks and 
slippers, PJs, socks, underwear and babydolls.



MEET SOME OF OUR TEAM! 
Hi, I'm Paul, director of the Arise! team. 

I met Jesus while working in business in 1987 and, in time, 
I was called to leave my work, study the Bible and serve full-time 1 
as a missionary in Ukraine. I've been here since 1994. 

I work with a great team who seek to share the gospel and 
love of Christ at every opportunity--especially with youth. 

We hold evangelistic and prayer events across the country, 
teach, preach and pray for revival. We also help orphans, 
refugees, drug & alcohol addicted and the poor as God provides. 

I met Nastia 10 years ago during our "Torch Run" 
evangelistic campaign. Our friendship grew and last year she 
became my wonderful wife and helpmate in ministry. 

Nastia: I serve full-time on the Arise! "Fire of Hope" 
team. Most of my ministry has to do with prayer. I believe it's 
the key to reach God's heart. Many years ago, when I 
participated in the Arise! Torch Run, I kept telling God, "Here I 

am, take me." (Is. 6:8) More and more, I realized that my main 
calling is to preach to people about Christ, pray for them and open their eyes to the truth. 

Here God also revealed and gave me my husband, Paul. We are united by one desire for 
Ukraine and are praying for its salvation constantly. We wait and dream for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit. Thank you for supporting us! 

HI! My name is Edik. 

I was born and raised in southern Ukraine (Crimea) as an only child in the family 
of a navy officer and a childcare worker. I was pampered with love and care--while also 
being given strict orders! 

In high school, I studied as an exchange student in Michigan and, while there, my 
English improved immensely--helping me to, one day, strike up a conversation with Paul 
Logan--and eventually become a part the Arise! team. 

I received a degree from Kyiv Linguistic University, then participated in the Arise! 
Torch Run in 2010. Soon after, I got more involved with Arise! and now, it's my full-time 
ministry, as Paul's interpreter, assistant and ministry coordinator. I also serve as leader 
of our church youth group and lead a church worship team. 

Although I enjoy doing a very wide variety of things (from training worship musicians to fixing laptops), my 
main passions are teaching, translating, sharing the Gospel and my personal testimony with people. I also love 
making disciples. I stand firmly on the verse that God's desire is for no one to perish. (II Pet. 3:9). 

THAT IS ALSO MY DESIRE! 

4 www.ariseukr.com 

http://www.ariseukr.com/


Hi! My name is Julia. My main responsibilities in the Arise! ministry 
are bookkeeping and administration. 

I was born and raised in Boiarka (Kyiv oblast) and received a 
master's degree in printing technologies. 

I've attended church since childhood, and at one of the youth 
meetings, I experienced God's presence and love personally. He touched 
me by His Holy Spirit and filled the emptiness in my heart. Since then, I 
knew that God is alive and I've been drawn to follow Him. 

One of the turning points in my life was the Arise! Torch Run in 2010 
when we ran during the day and preached the Gospel in a new area each 
evening. It revealed to me what a blessing and joy it is to serve the Lord 

(especially fulfilling His Great Commission!). 

Now I serve the Lord on the Arise! team and my dream is to see all of Ukraine saved. (I Tim. 2:4) 

My name is Sofia from the central Ukrainian town of Svitlovodsk. 
I came to God at 14 through a teenage camp called "Bridge of Hope." 

I studied Drama Directing in college and most recently, got a 
degree from a Theological Seminary. 

In the spring of 2017, I attended an Arise! Ukraine "Fire of Hope" 
Conference where I met Paul and the team. The following summer, I 
joined them on a two-week evangelism crusade which had a drastic 
impact on my understanding of what it means to fulfill the Great 
Commission. (Matt. 28:19) 

I was teaching at a Christian middles school when the Lord put it on 
my heart to leave my job and commit myself to full-time ministry. 

In time, I found out that I could serve orphans with the Arise! team. We currently help and preach the gospel 
to over 100 orphans throughout Ukraine. My dream is for every orphan to meet Jesus and follow Him. 

Hello, my name is Jenny. I am 23 and have been part of the Arise! team for a 
year-and-a-half working in media. My husband, Sasha , and I also serve with the 
Light of Life Church youth and camp ministries and I, on the worship team. 

I have known about God since childhood and attended church with my 
family. I even studied at a Christian school, but wasn't always with Christ. 

When I slid away from the church as a teenager, I sensed emptiness without 
God. One day, at a youth conference, Jesus touched my heart. I repented 
sincerely and have been with Him ever since. 

I found a new desire in my heart to be in full-time ministry and discover my 
gifts and talents for God's glory. When Paul invited me to join the team, I knew 
exactly that it was what God wanted for me. 

God changed my life as well as my family's. I trust Him and want to do a good job for Him. I give Him glory, 
as without Him, none of this would be possible! (I John 4:8) 

5 www.ariseukr.com 

http://www.ariseukr.com/


WHEN I COUNT MY BLESSINGS,
I COUNT YOU TWICE.

GIVING THANKS FOR:
*HOW GOD CONTINUES TO LEAD AND

DIRECT AS HE PROVIDES FOR FRC
*AMAZING  STUDENTS

*FAITHFUL, CHRIST-CENTERED
FAMILIES

*A FLELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS WHO
TAKE THEIR BAPTISMAL VOWS

SERIOUSLY.

Happy Thanksgiving

Youth and Family Life, November 2021



November:

7- Linda DeBoer

14- Bob & Karen Reemts

21- Sharon Postma

28- Wendy Huisman

November:

3 - Club 512; Midweek Meal from 
5-6:30PM

7 - Cherub Choir

10 - Club 512; Operation 
Christmas Child Packing Party; 
Midweek Meal from 5-6:30 PM

17 - Club 512; Midweek Meal 
from 5-6:30PM

24 - No Club 512 or Midweek 
Meal; Thanksgiving Service at 
6:30 PM

December:

1 - Club 512; Midweek 
Meal from 5-6:30PM

5 - Cherub Choir; 
Christ-mas Program 
4:00 PM

Children’s Ministry 
Newsletter
NOVEMBER 2021

6th Annual  OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD PACKING PARTY
Packing Date: Wednesday, November 10 at 5PM with a meal to follow. 

The entire congregation is invited.

There are empty shoeboxes stacked next to our OCC table. Please feel free to grab one, or as 
many as you would like, and pack them at home. 

We are an OCC drop-off location. We will open our doors and receive boxes from individuals and 
families of the community as well as area churches. 

Below are the times we will be open to receive shoeboxes. If you are interested in volunteering 
during any of these times, please contact Amy at 712.470.4883 or 

frcamy@premieronline.net. Thanks!

*Please have 5 dozen cookies
to room 345 before Sunday
school begins. Thank You!

Monday, November 15  1-3pm
Tuesday, November 16   4-6pm
Wednesday, November 17   6-8pm
Thursday, November 18   10am -12pm

Friday, November 19    9am-11am
Saturday, November 20   10am-12pm
Sunday, November 21 1pm-4pm
Monday, November 22 9am-11am



PASTORAL CARE 
 AMY RYALS

Oaks Club on Nov.

18 @ 2pm for a

pumpkin craft,

coffee &
"Questions/

Answers with

Pastor Troy" in the

Fellowship Hall

To our Awesome
team of Care Elders-

Thank you for all
you do- you're

making a
DIFFERENCE!



Please join us for this encouraging seminar.

When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday 

season can be especially painful. Our Surviving the Holidays 

seminar helps participants discover:

• How to deal with emotions

• What to do about traditions

• Helpful tips for surviving social events

• How to find hope for the future

www.griefshare.org/holidays

®

Grieving?
Know someone who is?



MUSIC MINISTRY 
with Valerie Lenderink 

Testimonies Needed: 
I am planning a night of worship and I would love to have you share your testimony!  Call or 
email me for more details! frcmusic@premieronline.net 314.673.8383 

~Valerie Lenderink 

I have sang these lyrics so many times!  I’m sick of it! 

Why does music repeat so much? 

That’s a great question!  Sometimes, music repeats words, lyrics, verses, or choruses because 
we weren’t listening the first time.  Did you hear me?   

You weren’t listening. 

If you are a teacher or a parent, you understand the feeling!  Sometimes I have to repeat 
myself three or four times before my five-year-old will hear me.  Well, even adults don’t 
always listen!  And listening for God’s small, almighty voice can be even harder.  So, we sing it 
again!  The next time you are getting tired of repeating lyrics in a song, ask yourself, what does 
it mean?  What is God trying to tell me?  What am I not listening to?  Then try to sing it with 

understanding from your heart on the next time through.  God will smile 
when you worship Him from your listening heart. 

mailto:frcmusic@premieronline.net


There will be a FREE Community Thanksgiving Dinner served for 
anyone who would like a traditional meal but has nowhere to 
go or no one to share it with. Please join us at the First 
Reformed Church on: 

Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 2021 at noon 

All you need to do is call for a reservation by Sunday November 
21st. You can either call the Rock Rapids Chamber of Commerce 
(472-3456) or the First Reformed Church (472-3729) or sign up 
at the church Gathering Space where sign up sheets are 
located. If you need a ride, please provide your address and 
phone number, so someone can pick you up! Home Delivery is 
also available.  

*We are also in need of volunteers that day to drive, deliver &
serve as well as set-up and cleanup. Pies & salads as well as
coolers to transport meals are also needed. Sign-up sheets are
available in the gathering space.



          
Common Ground 
          7) Edie Korthals & Glenda Hellenga 
        14) Girls League 
        21) Curt & Sandi Wynia  
        28) Dave & Dayna Altman  
         
 
Coffee Break 
         7) Edie Korthals& Glenda Hellenga 
       14) Girls League 
       21) Pytleski Family 
       28) Ken & ReNae Leuthold 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery 
 

         7) Jen & Ellie Hoefert 
        14) Anna VanAartsen & Anna Warntjes 
        21) Brittany & Maddie VanDerWeerd 
        28) Wendy & Caitlin Huisman 
         
 
Sound System                                                                      
 

         7) Matt Kock 
       14) Curt Dieren 
         21) Sawyer Hrdlicka 
        24)  
        28) Dustin Bosch 
               
Video Taping                                                                       
 

          7) Randy Bosch    
        14) Justin Groen  
        21) Matt Kock 
        28) Dave Hulstein 
 
Children & Worship Leaders: 
         7) Rochelle Ebel 
 14) Sara Groen 
 21) Jess Drewes 
 28) Danielle Kruger 
 
    
                                                                         

 
Proclaim Presenter 
 

        7) Jaina Groen 
       14) Kadence Boender 
       21) Brett Dieren 
       24) Lincoln Kock 
       28) Tanner Lincecum 
  

 
Medical Assistant                                                                          
  

          7) Nikki Van Beek 
        14) Jody VandeWeerd 
              21) Kathy Moser 
        28) Brian Hellenga 
          
 
Ministry of Music 
          7) Cherub Choir 
         14) Handbells 
         21)  
         28) Adult Choir 
        
 
 November Work Group                                                           
  Althea Hooyer 
  April DeWit 
  Carol Groen (Bars) 
  Dawn Vanden Top 
  Debbie Crane 
  Jean Fick 
  Joyce Mellema 
  Linda DeBoer 
  Lisa DeBey 
  Meredith VanderZee 
  Pam Tille 
  Penny Krull 
  Sue Roetman 
  Tara Bowman 
  Vicki Grooters 
  Von Pettingill 

 

 Volunteer List: 

  

 
 

 



November 2021 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  2:15 Staff Mtg. 9-11 MOPS    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
10:30 Parent Class 
 

6:30 Elders Mtg. 
7pm Consistory Mtg. 

 9:30am Joy Circle 
6:30 pm Girls League 
8pm Guys Night 

7pm Peace Circle    

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
10:30 Parent Class 
 

OCC Collection 
Week  → 
Surviving the 
Holidays 6:30-8:30 
 

2:15 Staff Mtg. 
6:30 Grace Circle 
 

9-11 MOPS 
→ 

 
→ 

 
→ 

 
→ 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
Congregational 
Mtg. during Worship 
10:30 Parent Class 

 

  6:30 Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 

   

28 29 30     
10:30 Parent Class       

       
       

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP: 
*9:30 worship service 

*live streaming: rockrapidsfrc.org at 
9:25am 

*Cable Channel 12 at 5:15 
PLEASE WATCH THE WEBSITE AND 

BULLETIN FOR UPDATES! 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: 
Praise Team Practices: 

Sundays @ 8:15am and / or 
Wednesdays @ 7pm 

6:30pm JRCYF 
8pm SRCYF 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL- Following 
worship 
Club 512- Every Wednesday 
afternoon from 2:30-5pm followed 
by the Midweek meal 5-6:30. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the 
meal! 
Children & Worship: Nov. 7,14, 21 
& 28 (during Sunday worship) 
 

MOMS IN PRAYER 
Traditional: Sundays @ 6PM 
College & Careers: Tuesday @ 
12pm 
College & Careers: Tuesdays @ 5pm 
Grandmas: Thursdays @ 12:15pm 
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