
SEPTEMBER 2021SEPTEMBER 2021

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

In Person Services: 9:30am
LiveStream: 9:30am 

Cable Channel 12: 5:15pm

IMPORTANT NOTE:IMPORTANT NOTE:

PLEASE be aware of the handicap parking 
areas on the south side of the church  
building! Extra handicap spaces are  

available for those that are in need of them.  
Please be respectful of those in need.   Watch the website & 

current bulletins for  
updates on events! 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
• Library News

• ATLAS Needs/News

• Missionary Wall

• Note from Cheryl

• Note from Amy S.

• Note from Amy R.

• Note from Valerie

• September Calendar

• Volunteer Sheet

Phone: 712.472.3729 
Email: frchurch@premieronline.net    

Website: www.rockrapidsfrc.org
512 South Union Street, Rock Rapids, IA 51246



A TRAIL OF CRUMBS by Susie Finkbeiner. Book two of novels of the Great Depression. 
Pearl Spence has been through more in her young life than most folds could handle. 
But through it all, her family has been by her side. They may not be perfect, but they love her and they all 
love each other, come what may. That’s one thing Pearl no longer questions. But then a devastating tragedy 
throws the whole family into a tailspin-- and signals the beginning of the end of her secure life. Now the 
Spences are fleeing their Oklahoma wasteland for an unknown life in Depression-era Michigan. Pearl isn’t 
sure she’ll ever see home or happiness again. Will any trail of crumbs be powerful enough to guide her back 
to the dependable life she once knew?

UNSHAKABLE HOPE by Max Lucado. Building our lives on the promises of God. “After forty years of
ministry, I’ve discovered that nothing lifts the weary soul like the promises of God. This book contains some 
of my favorites. Many of them are go-to promises I’ve turned to throughout the years to encourage others. 
And to encourage myself. Don’t we need them? We do not need more opinions or hunches; we need the 
definitive declarations of our mighty and loving God. He governs the world according to these great and 
precious promises. The circumstances of life or the promises of God--upon which are you standing?

THE SONG by Chris Fabry. Jed King’s life has been shaped and scarred by the songs and mistakes of his 
famous father. He wants to sing his own song, but the words and melody are elusive. Jed’s dreams of a 
successful  music career seem out of reach until he meets Rose. Inspired by his love for the vineyard 
owner’s daughter, Jed pens a new song--a song with such emotional power and longing that catapults 
him into stardom. But with this life of fame comes temptations, the some temptation that lured his father so 
many years ago and now threatens to unravel his marriage. The pull of “The Song” takes Jed and Rose on a 
journey that will force them to deal with failure, the pain of loss, and the desire to be who God created them 
to be. Together they will test the limits of the promise that love is the power that heals. Lyrical and deeply 
honest, The Song asks hard questions of love and forgiveness. When even the wisest of men is a fool for 
love, can true love persevere?

A SONG OF HOME by Susie Finkbeiner. Book three of novels of the Great Depression. Pearl Spence has 
finally settled into a routine in Bliss, Michigan, far from her home in Red River, Oklahoma. Like all hte other 
kids, she goes to school each day, plays in the woods, and does her chores. But there’s one big difference; 
Mama is still gone, and doesn’t seem to have a through for the family she’s left behind. Escaping from her 
worries is another part of Pearl’s new routine, whether that’s running to Aunt Carrie’s farm, listening to the 
radio with Ray, or losing herself in a book. In fact, a chair in the stacks, surrounded by books, might be her 
favorite place on earth--until she discovers swing dancing. The music transports Pearl to a whole other 
world. When Mama unexpectedly returns, it isn’t the happy occasion Pearl had imagined. Mama is distant 
and Pearl can’t figure out how to please her. And the horrible way she treats Daddy is more than Pearl can 
bear. Seems life would be better if Mama would just stay away.

LIBRARY NEWS



Atlas Needs for
September

We are also starting to
collect for our Christmas
Store Ministry for kids.

 Items include:
Barbies and Barbie

clothes and accessories,
Matchbox cars, Legos,

fuzzy socks and slippers,
PJs, socks and underwear

and babydolls.

Hamburger Helper, Soup
Crackers, Mac & Cheese

and Tuna



PRAY FOR OUR MISSIONARIES

We will be sharing one missionary/church highlight a month in the Bridge. Each month, 
our missionary table near the mailboxes will be updated with other missionary news. If 

you would like more information on a specific missionary, several of them have  
websites and or you can contact the church office for specific contact information!

7. Arise! Ukraine (Paul Logan)

8. Jennifer Lucking (Canada)

9. Scott Burdsall family
(London, United Kingdom)

10. Aaro Rytkonen (Muscat, Oman)

11. Barbara Kapenga (Central Africa)

1. Dr. George Cheriyan (Mahama, Bahrain)

2. Amy & Seung Kim (Bangladesh) 
3. Jackson County Ministries (Tommy Miracle-Annaville, KY)

4. Curt & Sherri Weerheim (Campus Crusade for Christ)

5. Touch of Hope (Dell Grooters family—Haiti)

6. Living Stone Prison Church
(Rev Jason & Ruth Wiersma Springfield, SD)



"Relieving,
renewing,

and
restoring." 

- Anna W

"Rocky Mountain High was a forever
life changing experience for me. It
is one that I will never forget, partly
because of the time I got to spend

with my mom. I loved having her on
this trip to walk alongside me as I

continue to discover Christ. I am so
grateful for the opportunity to have
gone and for everyone’s prayers!!"

- Emma B

"It was just by far one of the most faith-
building experiences I have ever been
a part of. it was a mix of so many fun
things that strengthened my faith. I

would 100% recommend anyone who
has the chance to go to take it" 

- Carter I

Rocky Mountain.High

R e f l e c t i o n sR e f l e c t i o n s
2021



“RMH was an escape from life and a slap back to reality to see what
our Lord and savior Jesus Christ did for us and how amazing and

how powerful He really is”
- Mason W

 “If you want to learn about, feel, and know God, RMH is
the place to go.” -Jacob P



- Mark your calendars:
-Education Volunteer Training & Sunday School brunch to follow
worship on September 12
-Sunday School begins on September 19
*Don't forget to register your child! *All children 3yr old -6th grade must register for our education
programs. Registration sheets are located on the information table in the gathering space or by
going to our website: rockrapidsfrc.org

-Club 512 & Midweek Meals begin September 22

Groups starting soon! 
More information to 

come! 

6th Annual 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SUPPLY DRIVE & PACKING PARTY 

Please sign up in the Gathering Space! Supplies can be 
dropped off at the gathering space anytime between 
now and October 31 with a packing party and meal 
on Wednesday, November 10! 

Children’s Ministry 
Newsletter 
September 2021

POOL PARTY



MUSIC MINISTRY
with Valerie Lenderink 

Welcome Back! 
 It’s the beginning of a new year, and I’m excited!  There are a few changes in church music this 

year to look forward to.  

“Who do I hear making music?”
With many volunteer musicians, I have added a fourth praise team!  We still do not have many 
organists or pianists, and the few who do play, do not want to play regularly.  They also serve at 
other churches as well.  As such, I will schedule them as often as I can, but it may still be rare to 
hear the organ.  However, we have been blessed with many members who have musical talents 
they want to share with you!  So, we will enjoy a different praise team each week.  Please thank 

them for their time and commitment to leading worship if you see anyone around.

“What was that new song?”
The praise teams will be learning new songs for our worship.  On Fridays, we post on social media 

and email everyone the new song for Sunday as well as the sermon title and scripture.  I find 
it so much easier to pay attention Sunday when I know what to expect!  So be sure to like First 

Reformed Church on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter!  If you want to get inside my head a little 
more to hear what I’m listening to, I invite you to check out the playlist I have created on our 

YouTube page.  From the First Reformed Church, Rock Rapids YouTube page, select the header 
“playlist”.  You will be able to hear new songs that we will do in church on Sunday mornings, as 

well as some favorites.  I will continuously be updating this playlist, so it will always be fresh!  

There is also a playlist that we use at Club 512 for your kids to check out!

“Is it too late? Can I still help out?”
Absolutely!  Did you miss the informational meeting?  No worries!  We still want you!  

Contact Valerie Lenderink by email frcmusic@premieronline.net or call or text 314-637-8383.



MINISTRY OF CARE
with Amy Ryals

This session ends Sept. 7, but you are still 
welcome to join!

The Oaks Club will meet September 23rd 
for an

 activity.(time & activity to be announced)



Scripture Reader 
5) Kristi Wright

12) Evan De Boer
19) Chelsea Hunt
26) Brian Hellenga

Common Ground 
5) Cori Klarenbeek & Amy Hartter

12) Girls League
19) Evan & Linda DeBoer
26) Springer Family

Coffee Break: 
5) Cori Klarenbeek & Amy Hartter

12) Girls League
19) Rob & Brenda Van Hofwegen
26) Evan & Linda De Boer

  Nursery 
5) Mike & Shannon Klarenbeek

12) Jen, Tanner, Emory & Alexis Lincecum
19) Shawn & Heather Van Wyhe Family
26) Kadence Boender & Olivia Lyman

Sound System         
5) Dustin Bosch

12) Keith Van Beek
19) Sawyer Hrdlicka
26) Curt Dieren

Video Taping    
5) Randy Bosch

12) Justin Groen
19) Matt Kock
26) Ella & Jeff Jager

Proclaim Presenter 
5) Jaina Groen

12) Kadence Boender
19) Brett Dieren
26) Tanner Lincecum

Medical Assistant        
5) Brian Hellenga
12) Kristi Metzger
19) Penny Krull
26) Nikki Van Beek

Ministry of Music 
5) Ev Breuer
12) Band
19) Band/ Cheryl Hulstein/ Ethanie
26) Fall Video team

 September Work Group 

  Amy Caswell 
  Barb Dreke 
  Barb Hoogendoorn 
  Carol De Noble 
  Cheryl Hulstein 
  Jackie Groen 
  Jessica Harman 
  Judy Netten 
  Karen Van Wyhe 
  Nicole Gerleman 
  Robbie Korthals 
  Sandy Wynia 
  Tammi Top 
  Valerie Lenderink 
  Whitney Van Veldhuizen 



September 2021 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
   9-11 MOPS    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
      LABOR DAY 

   (Church offices       
        Closed) 

6:30pm Grief Share 9:30am Joy Circle  
7 pm Night of Renewal 
 

 
7pm Peace Circle 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
-ED training following church & 
Sunday School Brunch 
-Choir starts 
-Transitional Minister Vision Mtg. 
following ED training 

11:30-1 QB club  9-11 MOPS 
5:30 Meal & 6:30 
Stations of Worship  

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS 
1:30 Council of Churches 
Mtg. (Fellowship Hall) 

11:30-1 QB Club 6:30pm Grace Circle 2:30 Club 512 (starts) 
5-7 Meal 

Oaks Club (TBD)   

26 27 28 29 

 2:30 CLUB 512 

30   

   6:30 JRCYF 
8pm SRCYF 

   

       
       

EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP: 
*9:30 worship service 

*live streaming: rockrapidsfrc.org 
at 9:25am 

*Cable Channel 12 at 5:15 

     
     

 
 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: 
Praise Team Practices 

Sundays @ 8:15am and / or 
Wednesdays @ 7pm 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL- Following worship 
Club 512- Every Wednesday 
afternoon from 2:30-5pm followed by 
the Midweek meal 5-6:30. (Starting 
Sept. 22) 
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