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Maundy Thursday  |  April 1 @ 7PM
Join us for our Maundy Thursday Service in
the Sanctuary at 7PM  on Apri l  1 .  Maundy
Thursday is the holy day fal l ing on the
Thursday before Easter .  I t  commemorates
the Washing of the Feet and Last Supper of
Jesus Christ with the Apostles.

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday, also cal led Passion Sunday,
is the f i rst day of Holy Week and the
Sunday before Easter ,  commemorating
Jesus Christ ’s tr iumphal entry into
Jerusalem. Join us at 9AM & 11AM services.



Exodus 14:21 “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night
the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The
waters were divided.”

The key passage here is “….and all that night the Lord drove the sea back….” 

Upon discharge from the U.S. Air Force, I pursued a career as a computer systems
analyst.  I had an Associate Degree at the time and needed to complete a B.A., but I felt a
need for change. While I was successful, I felt that God had other plans for me. I went
back to college and declared a change of major to Psychology.  Not knowing what
direction to take after that, I sought counsel with my District Superintendent who guided
me along the path to ordained ministry.  As God had prepared the waters for the Israelites
through Moses, so He had been preparing to part my waters through my District
Superintendent so that I might enter seminary and serve Him through pastoral ministry. 

What We Should Know

As the Israelites faced this dark time in their lives, their passage to freedom did not
happen in an instant. God worked all night preparing the obstruction (the water) to be
removed from their way. 

Likewise, God works over time to show us His will for our lives. We are surrounded by
obstructions which we need to sort through and seek His will and our spiritual gifts. He
does work through the night preparing our way. The path to one’s personal gifts can be
confusing and pastoral counseling can be a great help in finding one’s direction.

Weekly Devotion
By Pastor Dennis

  
The 2021 Flower Chart is posted in the case near the Pastors’ offices.  
Cost is $25 per Sunday for two arrangements. Payments should note  

            “Altar Flowers”. You may sign up in person or contact the church office to 
 reserve a spot to honor or commemorate someone special.



March 7 - 98

March 14 - 80

March 21 - 83

March 7 - 170

March 14 - 170

March 21 -191

Attendance

Annual budget 2021 - - - $ 553,514.16 

Weekly requirement - - - $ 10,644.50 

Donations as of Mar 14  - - $ 94,103.75

Tithes and offerings are being accepted online
through members.myEoffering.com or you can

mail your contributions to: 
303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563



Young at Heart is a long-standing monthly tradition
here at First Church and meets every second
Thursday, September thru May, on the ground floor of
the Wesley Centre starting  at 11 AM. Debbie Shelton
prepares a delicious, full course, hot meal in keeping
with the seasons and there is always an interesting
program of interest for our guests. 

The Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City will be presenting the program at Young at
Heart on Thursday, April 8, starting at 11 AM in the Wesley Centre.   For those attending,
if you are able, please bring a baby gift or donation for the Center.  Debbie Shelton will
also be preparing her delicious Easter meal! You don’t want to miss.  Please R.S.V.P. to
Barbara Carver by Monday, April 5th, at 813-756-3054.

Weekly 
Scripture Reading  |  Psalm 31:9-16

Sermon Scripture  |  Mark 11:1-9

9 Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am in distress my eyes grow weak with sorrow, my soul and body
with grief. 10 My life is consumed by anguish and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of
my affliction, and my bones grow weak. 11 Because of all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my

neighbors and an object of dread to my closest friends-  those who see me on the street flee from
me. 12 I am forgotten as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery. 13 For I hear many
whispering, “Terror on every side!” They conspire against me and plot to take my life. 14 But I trust in
you, Lord;  I say, “You are my God.” 15 My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my

enemies, from those who pursue me. 16 Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your
unfailing love.

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it,
you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone
asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some

people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had
told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread
branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,

“Hosanna!"
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

Scripture 


