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THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY_________________________ 
Barbara Barden, BP measurement    10-11AM                 

 

MONDAY________________________ 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM 
Deadline for announcements                  4PM 

 

TUESDAY________________________ 
Staff Meeting                                 10:30AM 
Boy Scouts                                           6PM 
 

WEDNESDAY_____________________ 
The LOFT: Student Ministries                  5PM 
Praise Team                                     6:30PM 
Chancel Choir                                   7:30PM 
 

THURSDAY_______________________ 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM 
Finance                                               5PM 

August 22 Scriptures from  
Pastor Stephen 

 

Sermon: Mark 1:29-34 
Old Testament: Psalm 147:1-11    

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

9AM Contemporary Worship 
Children’s Church, ages 3-5th grade 

Wesley Centre 
 

10:10AM  Adult Church School 
Open Door, 1st floor Ed. Bldg. 

John Wesley, 1st floor, Ed. Bldg. 
 

10:15-10:30AM  Prayer with the Pastors 
Chapel, 2nd floor, +Education Building 

 

11AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
 

9AM service is live-streamed at: 
www.youtube.com/1stUMCPlantCityFL/videos 

Due to an increase in Covid-19 cases, we 
kindly ask the congregation to wear a 

mask when singing.     
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Connect With Us  and share Prayer & Praise 
 

We have new Connect With Us and Prayer & Praise cards!  
They are distributed in the pews  and at the entrances to the 
sanctuary, and at the entrances to the Wesley Centre.  The Pas-
tors  and the Prayer Team would love to pray for and with you.   
You may put the cards in the collection plates. 

Prayer with the Pastors 
 Would you like to pray privately with one of our pastors? In 
addition to the prayer request cards, starting this Sunday,    

between 10:15 and 10:30AM, Pastors Stephen and Dennis will 
be in the Chapel waiting to pray with you.   Bring them your 

hope, your sadness, your joy.  With your feelings and petitions, 
they will pray.   The Chapel is located on the second floor of 

the Education Building. 

 Next Sunday, August 29th is Fifth Sunday; our special collection 
day for the Florida UM Children’s Home.  Checks made out to 
FUMC should indicate “Children’s Home” in the memo.  Checks 
made out to the Children’s Home should be mailed to: 

         The Florida UM Children’s Home 
                      51 Children’s Way 
                      Enterprise, FL 32725 

Calling All Preschool and Elementary Children!  
   Ages 3-11 

 

Our Wednesday Night Bible Study will commence and continue 
each week beginning September 1st. 
 

                 5-5:30 p.m.  Playground 
                 5:30-6:30 p.m.  Lesson, Activities, and Snack 
 

Have a passion or gift for leading the next generation of children?! 
We need your heart and hands for help with distributing snacks, 
helping with crafts, and building relationships. Please reach out to 
Jenny Kime to sign up for a day to play, pray, and convey the love 
of Jesus. 

                                 CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS                                                                                                                                            
This year our church plans to partner with the United Food Bank of Plant City through 
their Empty Bowls Project.  This project is an extension of the United Food Bank’s mission 

to feed and enrich the lives of others. Through feeding and job training, the United Food 
Bank makes a difference in the lives of individuals  and their surrounding community. 
 

The Empty Bowls Project has become the Food Bank’s largest fund raiser of the year.  

With the purchase of a ticket one is offered a sampling of a variety of soups, as well as a 

small, handmade and decorated bowl.  Music and family friendly activities are offered on the day of the event.  Money is 
raised which in turn is used to raise others from poverty.  
 

Our church needs people to make soup and/or serve it on the day of the event.  One is not obligated to serve soup if they 

make it.  One is not obligated to make soup if they want to serve it.   
 

Empty Bowls will take place on Saturday, November 13th at the Robert W. Willaford Railroad Museum on Palmer Street in 

downtown Plant City.  The lunch event will start at 10:00 a.m. and continue through 1:00 p.m.  
 

There will also be an Empty Bowls 5K Run starting at 7:00 a.m. in front of Krazy Kup in downtown.   Do we have any run-
ners who would like to represent our church? 
 

Please help us help others! 
 

For further details and to volunteer, please contact Ellie Fox, ellynrosefox@gmail.com                           THANK YOU! 



For Inspiring Daily Devotions and announcement updates:  Facebook.com/FirstChurch PC 
 

For info about our church, small groups, ministries and online giving:  firstchurchplantcity.com. 
 

For an electronic version of this Newsletter: firstchurchplantcity.com/about-us/our-e-newsletter/ 
 

Online giving: Firstchurchplantcity.com/giving/ 

CALM by Max Lucado will begin Wednes-
day, September 1@ 2PM. Barbara Barden, 
813-763-1623 or bbarden4@verizon.net   

COURAGE. As Christians, we do our best to live our lives as Jesus lived, following the examples of 
his many virtues—including honesty, faithfulness, and generosity. But one virtue that is often 
overlooked is courage. Throughout Jesus’ life, He was called upon to be brave: in the face of his 
enemies, when being tempted, and certainly at the time of his death. By examining the life of 
Christ, we can begin to understand what true courage is and how God works in our lives when we 
exhibit a brave faith. This is a six-part study and will be held on Wednesdays, beginning September 
15th at 1PM and 6 PM.  You may contact Erwin Nesvacil at 941-400-4402 or ern1128@gmail.com. 

Weekly Devotion By Pastor Dennis 

 

Isaiah 49:2  “He made me into a polished arrow.” 
 

On the coast of California is a section called Pebble Beach. It is quite famous for the beautiful pebbles found 

there. The raging surf pounds the shore and the cliffs relentlessly day and night, year in and year out, and caught 

up in this pounding surf are rocks which are tossed, rolled, rubbed together, and ground against the sharp edges 

of the cliffs.  Tourists from around the world gather there to collect the beautiful round stones which they take 

home to display in their homes.  
 

A little farther up the coast is a quiet cove protected from the power of the mighty waves and the storms and the 

bleaching sun. The beaches there are covered by an abundance of pebbles which are never sought by tourists. 

Over the years, these pebbles have escaped the turmoil and grinding of the waves which has left them rough, 

unpolished and devoid of beauty. Polish and beauty are the result of difficulties and these stones have not been 

affected by such stresses. 
 

As I see news reports almost daily of doctors, nurses, and EMT’s who are overwhelmed by the numbers of 

Covid-19 patients filling up the emergency rooms and ICU’s in our hospitals, I see Isaiah 49:2 in action. I see 

people who in the medical profession  are tossed about day and night, twenty-four hours a day, trying to save 

peoples’ lives. I see the stress, the tears, the heartbreak of holding the hands of patients who are dying alone 

while trying to comfort their loved ones. Yet, through all the exhaustion and the tears and the turmoil, I see the 

beauty of someone who truly loves their neighbor as themselves.  

What We Should Know 

God has called all believers to consider the needs of others above themselves. Paul said in Philippians 2:3-4 

“3. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves. 

4. Not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of others.” Whatever God has called us 

to be or do, we should remain faithful no matter what circumstances we face. As the challenges and the stresses 

of our lives toss us about, we should hold on to our faith and we, like those pebbles, will be polished by the 

hand of God who stands with us as we stand for Him. Whatever our lot in life, God has called us to be sensitive 

and responsible to the needs of others. I conclude these thoughts with my favorite two word philosophy…… 

Let God.  

New. Vital. Purposeful.  Beginning Septem-
ber 14th at 10AM and 6:30PM, a new 
women’s group will begin meeting the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month. Through devo-
tions, study, and active ministry, we hope to 
better the lives of others as we better our 
own. Our special emphasis is on women; our 
eyes are on God. All are welcome.  Please contact Debbie 
Kaczmarek at debbiekaz@aol.com or Ellie Fox at ellyn-
rosefox@gmail.com for further information. 

Do you belong to a small group?  
 If not, this may be the right time to do so. 

 

For other small groups and contacts: 
Firstchurchplantcity.com/ministries/small-groups 

SEEDS (Sisters Encouraging and Enjoying 
Discipleship Study) is a women’s Bible 
study that meets every other Monday at 
1PM in the John Wesley Room in the Tra-
ditional Building. Beginning September 
13th, we are exploring the Book of Ro-

mans with a video study by Max Lucado called  Romans: In 
the Grip of Grace. If you are interested in joining us, please 
text or call Nancy Wisgerhof at 813-833-0541. 

Young at Heart returns in September!  Get ready for monthly fellowship, interesting pro-

grams, and great meals prepared by Debbie Shelton, beginning Thursday, September 9th, 

at 11AM in the Wesley Centre.  Come for a celebration: a renewal for fellowship and every-

one’s birthday!  Please reserve your place with Barbara Carver, 813-756-3054, $6 per per-

son, by Monday, Sept 6th.  Everyone is welcome! 
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