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                 Reach UP in Worship                     Reach OUT in Mission                    Reach DEEP in Discipleship 

THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY_________________________ 
Coffee Oasis, Wesley Centre             8:30AM 
Refreshments, Library, Ed. Bldg.     10:30AM 
 

MONDAY________________________ 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM                                               
Deadline for announcements                  4PM 
Administrative Council                       6:30PM 

 

TUESDAY________________________ 
Staff Meeting                                 10:30AM 
Boy Scouts                                           6PM 
 

WEDNESDAY_____________________ 
COURAGE Bible Study                  1PM & 6PM 
The LOFT: Student Ministries                  5PM 
Children’s Bible Study                     5-6:30PM 
Praise Team                                     6:30PM 
Chancel Choir Practice                       7:30PM 
 

THURSDAY_______________________ 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM 
CALM                                                  2PM 

October 3 Scriptures from  
Pastor Stephen 

Sermon: Matt 21:23-32 
Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7 

Due to an increase in Covid-19 cases, we 
kindly ask the congregation to wear a 

mask when singing.     
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Young at Heart will meet on Thursday, 

October 14th at 11AM in the Wesley 

Centre. Please come for  joyful fellow-

ship, interesting programs and great 

food.  This month Debbie Shelton is pre-

paring an Italian themed meal.  Barbara Barden, our 

Faith Community Nurse, has organized “Can You Hear 

Me?”, a program facilitated by the Central Florida 

Speech and Hearing Center of Lakeland.  The Center is 

a non-profit organization dedicated to helping people 

communicate better. 

 Please  reserve your place with Barbara Carver, 813-756-

3054, $6 per  person, by Monday, October 11th.   Every-

one is welcome!  You don’t want to miss! 

            Refreshments on Sunday?   
►Coffee Oasis in the Wesley Centre start-
ing at 8:30AM. 
►Coffee, Juice and Snacks in the Library, 
Education Bldg. at 10:30AM.            
 
    Please join us for  
    refreshments and  
    fellowship! 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

9AM Contemporary Worship 
Children’s Church, ages 3-5th grade 

Wesley Centre 
 

10:10AM  Adult Church School 
Open Door — temporarily suspended 

John Wesley, 1st floor, Ed. Bldg. 
 

10:15-10:30AM  Prayer with the Pastors 
Chapel, 2nd floor, Education Building 

 

11AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
 

9AM service is live-streamed at: 
www.youtube.com/1stUMCPlantCityFL/videos 

GriefShare is a grief recovery support group where you can find help and 
healing for the hurt of losing a loved one. We will be hosting GriefShare, be-
ginning in November, date and time to be announced.  You may let one of 
the pastors or the church office know if you are interested. 

The Administrative Council meetings are open  

to all congregants.   
 

Everyone is welcome to attend to keep up with what is go-

ing on at church and to ask questions or discuss concerns.  

The next meeting, Monday, October 4th, at 6:30PM in the 

Fellowship Hall, will include finalization of  the 2022 

budget in anticipation of the annual Charge Conference that 

will be held, via Zoom, on Sunday, November 14th.   

Informational Session About the Upcoming 

General Conference of the  

United Methodist Church 
 

On Saturday, October 30, at 10:00 AM in the Fellow-

ship Hall, you are invited to come and learn about what 
is happening in the wider denomination of the United 

Methodist Church.  The General Conference (the top gov-
erning body of our church) has been postponed twice 
due to the ongoing pandemic, but this global gathering is 

now scheduled for August 29 – September 6, 2022.  
 

The General Conference will likely make decisions that 

could have significant ramifications for the church mov-
ing forward.  I want all of us at First United Methodist 

Church of Plant City to be educated about the issues 
and have as much information as possible in the event 

we have to make any decisions as a local church. 
 

Refreshments will be served. 

DAUGHTERS OF DISCIPLESHIP.  New. Vital. Purposeful.   
A new women’s ministry that focuses on en-
gaging women of all generations.  Our special 
emphasis is on women; our eyes are on God.  
All women are welcome!  Please join us for 
our second meeting on Tuesday, October 
12th, at 10AM or 6:30PM, Fellowship Hall, 
Traditional Bldg., Mahoney Street entrance.  
Contact: Debbie Kaczmarek at deb-
biekaz@aol.com or Ellie Fox at ellynrosefox@gmail.com. 



For Inspiring Daily Devotions and announcement updates:  Facebook.com/FirstChurch PC 
 

For info about our church, small groups, ministries and online giving:  firstchurchplantcity.com. 
 

For an electronic version of this Newsletter: firstchurchplantcity.com/about-us/our-e-newsletter/ 
 

Online giving: Firstchurchplantcity.com/giving/ 

Weekly Devotion By Pastor Dennis 
 

 John 13:7  “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
 

I was looking at some of the beautiful carpentry in our church recently and thinking of the talented 

hands like those of our own Rick Hinson who fashioned so much of that beautiful work in our sanctu-

ary. Before it reached the carpenter’s hands that wood was a part of trees which stood afar off out 

of our sight and out of our concern. Trees which, after many years of growth and maturity were 

chopped down and processed into lumber.  
 

The carpenter saw in those seemingly dead trees the potential for an everlasting beauty which could 

be enjoyed and appreciated by others. The lumber was cut into the desired shapes, polished and 

painted and formed into kneeling rails, crosses, pews and various furniture items now adorn our place 

of worship and remind us of God’s richest blessings through His creations.                                                      

                                                                         What We Should Know 

In this life, we have an incomplete view of God’s work. Yet, once we stand in the magnificent temple 

of eternity, we will have the proper perspective and will see everything as it is gracefully fitted to-

gether. Like dead wood which becomes beautiful pillars and rafters and adornments in God’s heav-

enly temple, He says to us in Isaiah 62:3  “You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal 

diadem in the hand of your God.” We may see ourselves as rough and useless in this world; yet, all 

the time the great Carpenter is refining and shaping us into what He wants us to be. Let’s just open 

our hearts and let God.  

                                               DISCIPLESHIP            

HEALTHY LIVING   
 

Over the past year, many world-wide have had to face life and death decision making. Some have been called to a 
bedside to decide for another about end of life wishes. In the face of having exhausted most treatment options, do 
you know what choices loved ones would make? Even if you have had discussions, it’s difficult to face this decision 
time without written directives from the loved one. 
 

I would like to make this situation easier for all of you. I have had the training and have materials to help document 
your own wishes.  It may be easier for you to discuss with me than face to face with a daughter, son, or parent. 
Everyone over the age of 18 may prepare legal documents to make your choices known if you are unable at some 
time to speak for yourself. 
 

Anyone who has faced the loss of a loved one knows that it is better to have guidelines than to face loss, PLUS mak-
ing decisions – sometimes against the objections of other family members. 
 

See me anytime during office hours, or call me to schedule a meeting. If you already have Advanced Directive docu-
ments, review them for any changes you might want to make. As we head into the Holiday season, you might think 
about giving children, parents, or spouses,  the gift of having written directives that may save them from future 
heartache. It’s a gift only you can give.                                                               

                                                                                                                          Barbara Barden, R.N., M.N. 

Barbara Barden is our Faith Community Nurse.  She writes a monthly blurb entitled “Healthy Living”.  You may contact her 

at bbarden4@verizon.net or 813-763-1623.  Her office hours are Mondays and Thursdays, 1-4 PM, Reception Office, Edu-

cation Building, Mahoney Street entrance. 

The United Food Bank of Plant City needs our help.  The most vulnerable  are 

children.  Although many children get meals at school there is continued  food inse-

curity in many homes.  Your contributions make a difference! You may drop off 

your donations at church on Sundays or during office hours at the red doors, Mon-

day-Thursday, 9AM-Noon, 1-4PM.  
 

This year our church is partnering with the United Food Bank of Plant City through 

their Empty Bowls Project on Saturday, November 13, 10AM-1PM.  Our church is providing volunteers to 

make and serve soup on the day of the event. For more information or to be part of our team you may con-

tact Ellie Fox at ellynrosefox@gmail.com or Lesli Platt at lesli@tampabay.rr.com. 
 

We are also forming a group to join The Fork Ran Away With The Spoon 5K run/walk and offer financial do-

nations either as a group, or as individuals. Debbie Kaczmarek is coordinating the run/walk for those who 

want to participate as part of our church. You may contact her at debbiekaz@aol.com or text 813-956-

3887. 
 

Tickets for soup are available from Lesli Platt or the church office for $5 each until Oct. 31. Prices increase 

to $10 each afterwards. Exact change only. Thank you.  
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