
Order of Worship Old Testament Scripture - Psalm
121

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come from? My
help comes from the Lord, the Maker
of heaven and earth. He will not let
your foot slip—he who watches over
you will not slumber; indeed, he who
watches over Israel will neither
slumber nor sleep. The Lord watches
over you—the Lord is your shade at
your right hand; the sun will not harm
you by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all harm—
he will watch over your life; the Lord
will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
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Sermon Scripture - Luke 18:1-8
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always
pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who
neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there was a widow in
that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my
adversary.’ “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even
though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t
eventually come and attack me!’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on the earth?”
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I believe I sent this to all of you Jan 1, 2020. 
 Lengthy, but it brings to me the same mind set that
I had at that time - little did we know at that time
where we would be in just 6 months.  So now I must
think again, regroup, and try to put tomorrow in
perspective.  Mom used to say, "Today is the
tomorrow you dreamed about yesterday."  I
dreamed, YOU dreamed, those futures came -
many of our dreams were fulfilled one day at the
time.  We put one foot in front of the other and
moved forward with our heads high 

and looking UP to the ONE who was directing our paths.  Yes, we did realize
many dreams.  Now I sit and wonder.....Again I must put one foot in front of the
other with determination, hope, perseverance, and most of all Faith in the only
leadership that matters for our future.  Just 6 months ago.........

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN, WHERE ARE YOU NOW, WHERE ARE YOU
GOING

Jan 1, 2020,
(Sent to the Prayer Chain on the First)
Needless to say, I have spent the day wondering what today IS.  Yes, it is
Wednesday, January 1st 2020 - for how long will it be our present.  I am
reminded again of my mother who said so many times, especially times of pain,
questioning, fear, etc.  "Nita Belle, this too shall pass and be our history. 
 Tomorrow, the future, will soon be our present and today will become our past. 
 This too shall pass."  Through the years I became more and more aware of this
reality.  When our daughter was diagnosed with a serious kidney problem and
was in St. Joseph's Hospital I had to say, "With God's help, this too shall pass." 
 We were transferred from Tampa to the East coast - all new doctors, all new
EVERYTHING.  That too passed.  And sooooo......as we all face a new year with
whatever it brings, my mother also taught me that we would not be alone in it.
YES, my mom was there soooo many times as life seemed to be so very dark.
However, she never let me forget that God would be the one to shine the light on
the future that is already in progress (as it is for us today.) continued next page...

At Home With Nita



 My cousin, so many, many years ago told my SS class, "Every day you are
making memories, what kind of memories are you making? not only for
yourself but for others?"  This wonderful Cousin went to meet Jesus about 3
months ago.  I featured many of my guidance programs etc around this theme
as an Ele School Counselor.  And so..... we are all facing a new 'future' which
has already begun.  I have spent much of today with the computer as my
companion listening to so very many hymns that have meant so much to all of
us on this prayer chain.  One of my favorites is "Precious Lord Take My Hand".  
I think I have almost memorized it I listen to it so often.  Another that brings the
GOOD memories is "I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go."   Each time we left for
seminary with children aboard we gritted our teeth and went.  Always on strict
faith - certainly no money. :)  As we came back to Fl and became a part of the
Florida United Methodist Conference Lowell and I sang to our people at our
last service  "I'll Go..."  and so we did.  We never left an assignment that we did
not promise God that very thing for the congregation to know that we would
and did go anywhere.  Needless to say there were some very difficult times,
BUT there were so many precious, precious memories and people.  
So, rather than continue on with so much that I feel and think this first day of 2020, I
will just say with a loud voice 'GOD IS SOOO GOOD".  Tomorrow will soon be the
present and this day will be past - I so hope that I can make each passing day a little
easier for those who carry such burdens.  Lowell's motto has always been, "Smile,
everybody you meet carries a heavy burden."  We all have, and we all will, but we all
will hold our candle high so others can see.  All the darkness in the world cannot put
out the light of one little candle, but we can use it to light the way for others.  I pray
that my candle will reach the depths of this New Year.   ~Nita

Communications Deadline
Announcements for the Vine or Faith Flash
regarding small groups, church needs, or
other church information, need to be
emailed by Monday at 4 PM either to
jenn.m.kramer@gmail.com and/or to
fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com. 

Church Office Closed for

Holiday
Following United Methodist
Conference guidelines, church
offices will be closed on Monday,
July 6th for Independence Day.

Tithes and offerings are being accepted online through
members.myEoffering.com or you can mail your contributions to: 

303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563



A Message from Pastor Dennis 
Weekly Devotional –July 5

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds
are steadfast, because they trust in You.  

Isaiah 26:3

Isaiah expresses his song of praise to God in this
passage.  What he is saying is that the more you turn
your thoughts to God, the more you will enjoy His
perfect peace.  My undergraduate degree is in
Psychology with an emphasis in counseling.  As I further
pursued that course of study in seminary and the inner-
workings of the mind, I learned that the focus of our
mind controls our attitudes, our direction and our faith.   

We can train our mind to turn from other interests to
God. It takes repetitive practice and persistence, but it
works.  In college, I had lab classes with animals.  I
taught rats to do things and eat and drink things they
normally did not like….not so easy with people, but it
works.  

Turning our thoughts to God insures our ultimate trust in
God and that’s a great beginning.  Then, through
persistence, we seek His Will, we read His Word and
displace our personal opinions with the truth.  There is a
lot of conflict out there…..let’s strive not to let it prevail.

The July-August
Upper Room
devotionals are
available inside the
red door on the
Northwest corner of
the Traditional
building. You can
either pick up a copy
at your convenience
or call our front
office at (813) 754-
3519 and ask us to
mail you a copy if
you are unable to
venture out at this
time.

Tithes and offerings are being accepted online through
members.myEoffering.com or you can mail your contributions to: 

303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563



Plant City Food Bank sent out an urgent call
for donations.The demand for their services
has increased tremendously. How you can
participate in a church-wide food drive to
take to PC Food Bank:Many of us want to
reach out to those are in need and feel pretty
helpless with the social distancing.

If you are able to purchase a few extra items
each week while grocery shopping, the help
will be appreciated. If everyone gave a few
things we could make a big impact. If you
find yourself driving past the church on an
essential outing and you have non-
perishable goods to donate, a drop off spot
will be available outside the Red Door on the
northwest side of the traditional building
Monday through Thursday. If you cannot
participate, please do not feel obligated. 

Shelf stable items are needed.
Recommendations: peanut butter, jelly,
cereals, pasta, rice, pasta sauce, canned
meats. Volunteers are willing to pick up
goods from the church and deliver donations
to the PC Food Bank.Tip: Order your
groceries and pick them up curbside to avoid
contact with people.For more information
please contact Kathy Baker at
kathryn953@verizon.net

Prayer Chain
Prayer warriors may add their
names to the prayer chain in one
of three ways, according to how
you would like to contact us and
how you would like to be
contacted:

•Shirley Robertson at 813-389-
7174

 •Nita Shaw by email
alinitarose@gmail.com

•Audrey Montella by text 813-
966-5698 or email
audreymontella40@gmail.com

When anyone hears of a prayer
request or need we pass the
information along to the others.
Mighty and fervent prayers will
be sent up to the Lord from the
whole group.



Florida United Methodist Children's Home - Back to School Drive
As the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home enjoys the beginning of summer and
our students have begun their participation in our annual Summer Fun program,
preparations are already being made for the 2020-2021 school year. While the
landscape for this school year still remains to be seen, we know that providing our
children with the high quality education they desperately need will continue to be one of
our highest priorities. 
 
A substantial way we meet this need is to ensure we have the supplies required to make
this a reality. The Children’s Home has been blessed by countless individuals, churches,
and groups who continue to support us in so many ways. Donations are a vital part of
our ministry, as they enable us to better serve the children. We have put together a list of
our school needs, and ask that you and your church take up a back-to-school drive to
help as we prepare to serve our students’ educational needs for the 2020-2021 school
year. The back-to-school needs list is below. 

HIGHEST PRIORITY
Activity fees (field trips and extracurricular activity fees), Copy/printer paper, Poster
board,Disinfecting wipes, Dry erase markers, erasers and cleaning liquid, Hand sanitizer
(large bottles), Paper towels, Tissue boxes

ADDITIONAL NEEDS
Colored paper, Construction paper, Art supplies (acrylic and water color paint, sketch
paper, glitter, drawing paper, small framed canvas), Tri-fold display boards, Notebook
paper (wide or college rule), Dividers 5 or 8 tabs, Composition notebook (8.5 x 11), Glue
sticks, *Please, no pencil sharpeners, Mechanical pencils and lead refills, Colored
pencils, Sharpie permanent markers (fine point), Black and blue pens, Flash drives,
Highlighters, Crayola markers, Handwriting tablets, ¾” Scotch tape

For any questions, please contact our Volunteer Manager Lynn Bellomy at
lynn.bellomy@fumch.org or 386-668-4774 ext. 2321. Thanks for the many ways you
continue to support the children. 



Finally, after 3 months, we are gathering at the church. During those months I

was visiting the members sharing with them the Word, praying, and

worshiping. With God’s help we established 15 small and medium groups

while in quarantine through which the church continued active. Now we are

having the regular 85+ people at church. Some of these groups continue as

small cells. Even through the physical distancing we continued fasting every

Tuesday and Friday and praying every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday early

in the morning. We also will retake the discipleship of the candidates to

become church members.

Marea de Belic continue with the preparations to become a church. They

continue praying and fasting for the growing of the group. The missionary

husband installed the water pump and cleaned the well.  Now the water quality

is good, and the flow is better. They cleaned and planted the adjacent plot and

are harvesting the fruits. They are very happy. Esteban started working with a

contract for an agricultural company.

We continued the construction of the covered patio. Next week we will finish

the enclosure.  We needed to wait for the electric company to come and

inspect it, but since they took forever, we will go ahead with it. When they

come, they will simply fine us.  Next step will be the roof, which we have not

bought yet.

We are in need of buying a house in Cabo Cruz, so that the group will have a

place to meet. This also will help in establishing a new church in the district. 

 The house that is for sale is valued at $4000. It is in good condition, big and of

a solid construction. The front and back yard are big and already have many

useful  trees. Please, consider this.

Please keep praying for us.   Our goals are to continue growing in the

knowledge of the Word of God and reach more souls for the Lord, and

whenever possible with the help of God, continue to expand the places to

accommodate the people who come to hear the Word.

By Rudys Barrios

Pastor Belic, Cuba

Quarterly Report from 
Belic, Cuba

June 28, 2020



Bishop’s Task Force on Anti-Racism Developments,
Opportunity for Study and Conversation

In response to the public deaths of Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, George
Floyd and Rayshard Brooks, and in support of movements toward conversation
and action, Bishop Carter announced the formation of a Bishop’s Task Force on
Anti-Racism. The task force will include three teams: Training and Accountability;
Public Policy and Witness; and Beloved Community. The leadership of these
three teams was announced last week. In consultation with the District
Superintendents and Dr. Sharon Austin, Director of Connectional and Justice
Ministries, and in an open process that included nominations and self-
nominations, the following persons will comprise the three teams.

Training and Accountability 
Conveners:  Candace Lewis, Esther Rodriguez and Judith Pierre-Okerson
Staff Liaisons:  Episcopal Office and Appointive Cabinet
 Team Members:  David Allen, Craig Hammond, Dale Locke, Jose Nieves,
Meghan Killingsworth, Sharon Austin, Vicki Walker, Melissa Stump, Geraldine
McClellan, Mary Mitchell, Michael Beck, David Williamson, Juana Jordan,
Latricia Scriven, Michelle Shrader, Brett Opalinski, Berteau Eliassaint, Rini
Hernandez, and Dwayne Craig.
 
Public Policy and Witness
Conveners:  Juana Jordan, Heather Pancoast and David Williamson
Staff Liaison:  Clarke Campbell-Evans
Team Members:  Allee Wilcox, Peter Cottrell, David Miller, Josh Bell, Jenn Stiles
Williams, Andy Oliver, Lee Hall-Perkins, Jackie Jones-Smith, Dan Johnson,
Steve Price, Michael Frazier, Simon Osunlana, Arlinda Burks, Leah Wiley, Nick
Quinton, Gary Marcelin, Dawn Worden, Roy Terry, Clarice Setser, and Nancy
Mayeux. 

Beloved Community
Conveners:  Corey Jones and Alice Williams
Staff Liaison:  Sharon Austin

continued next page...



Team Members:  David Charlton, Laura Berg, Susan Gray, Anil Singh, Mary
Downey, Lynette Fields, Melissa Cooper, Paulette Monroe, Beth Fogle-Miller,
Erwin Lopez, David Averill, Suzanne Pruter, Charisse Jones, Dianne Davis,
Brian Johnson, Stepher Langford, David McEntire, Andy Whitaker Smith,
Catherine Fluck-Price, Derrick Scott III, Pamela Green, Beth Demme, Ginger
Medley, Andrea Byer, Sheryl Marks-Williams, Patricia Pena, and Denvil Farley. 

The Conveners, Staff Liaisons and Team Members will participate in an
orientation to their work over the next three weeks. We welcome your prayers
of intercession for these persons and for this work.
  
Opportunity for Study, Conversation
Bishop Ken Carter and Dr. Sharon Austin will co-host a webinar on July 10 at
11:00. All are invited to participate in a study of Ibram X. Kendi’s How to Be An
Antiracist. We recognize that a number of small groups across the conference
are also reading this book, which will be foundational to the Bishop’s Task
Force. We invite you to participate and share your own learnings.  
 

You may register at the following link:      bit.ly/antiracist-webinar

In addition, Bishop Carter and Dr. Austin will host a Concord Conversation on
the journey toward racial justice on July 19 at 4:00 p.m. in Lakeland. The
setting is outdoors. Please wear a mask. All are invited. Note: should the
pandemic increase in severity, this gathering is subject to change.

The Peace of the Lord,

Ken Carter
Bishop, Florida Conference
The United Methodist Church

 


