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THIS WEEK 
MONDAY________________________ 
Church Offices Closed for Labor Day 
No Faith Community Nurse 
Deadline for announcements                  4PM 

 

TUESDAY________________________ 
Staff Meeting                                 10:30AM 
Boy Scouts                                           6PM 
 

WEDNESDAY_____________________ 
The LOFT: Student Ministries                  5PM 
Children’s Bible Study                     5-6:30PM 
Praise Team                                     6:30PM 
Chancel Choir                                   7:30PM 
 

THURSDAY_______________________ 
Young at Heart                                 11AM- 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM 
CALM                                                 2PM 

September 5 Scriptures from  
Pastor Stephen 

 

Sermon: 1 Corinthians 10:14-17 
Old Testament: Psalm 146   

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

9AM Contemporary Worship 
Children’s Church, ages 3-5th grade 

Wesley Centre 
 

10:10AM  Adult Church School 
Open Door, 1st floor Ed. Bldg. 

John Wesley, 1st floor, Ed. Bldg. 
 

10:15-10:30AM  Prayer with the Pastors 
Chapel, 2nd floor, Education Building 

 

11AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
 

9AM service is live-streamed at: 
www.youtube.com/1stUMCPlantCityFL/videos 

Due to an increase in Covid-19 cases, we 
kindly ask the congregation to wear a 

mask when singing.     
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Young at Heart returns this month with joyful 

fellowship, interesting programs, and great 

meals prepared by Debbie Shelton, on Thurs-

day, September 9th, at 11AM in the Wesley 

Centre.  Come for a celebration: a renewal for 

fellowship and everyone’s birthday!  Please  

reserve your place with Barbara Carver, 813-

756-3054, $6 per  person, by Monday, Sept 6th.  Everyone is wel-

                                 CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS                                                                                                                                            
This year our church plans to partner with the United Food Bank of Plant City through 
their Empty Bowls Project.  This project is an extension of the United Food Bank’s mission 

to feed and enrich the lives of others. Through feeding and job training, the United Food 
Bank makes a difference in the lives of individuals  and their surrounding community. 
 

The Empty Bowls Project has become the Food Bank’s largest fund raiser of the year.  

With the purchase of a ticket one is offered a sampling of a variety of soups, as well as a 
small, handmade and decorated bowl.  Music and family friendly activities are offered on 

the day of the event.  Money is raised which in turn is used to raise others from poverty.  
 

Our church needs people to make soup and/or serve it on the day of the event.  One is not obligated to serve soup if they 
make it.  One is not obligated to make soup if they want to serve it.   
 

Empty Bowls will take place on Saturday, November 13th at the Robert W. Willaford Railroad Museum on Palmer Street in 

downtown Plant City.  The lunch event will start at 10:00 a.m. and continue through 1:00 p.m.  
 

There will also be an Empty Bowls 5K Run starting at 7:00 a.m. in front of Krazy Kup in downtown.   Do we have any runners 
who would like to represent our church? 
 

Please help us help others! 
 

For further details and to volunteer, please contact Ellie Fox, ellynrosefox@gmail.com                           THANK YOU! 

Refreshments anyone?  Beginning Sun-

day, September 12th, we will be offer-

ing coffee, juice and snacks in the li-

brary in the Education Building at 10:30 

AM.  Please feel free to stop in and en-

joy some refreshments and fellowship! 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

We are excited to begin the res-

toration work on our beautiful 

sanctuary.  For almost 100 years 

the faithful members of First 

United Methodist Church have 

maintained our iconic building 

that graces downtown Plant 

City.  It is our turn to take care of 

her now.  With matching grants 

from the Plant City Façade Im-

provement Grant and the Hills-

borough County Historic Preser-

vation Board Grant.  We will be-

gin repairing and replacing deteriorating mortar, damaged 

brick and wood.  We will also be replacing the protective cov-

erings on our stained glass windows.  This will be a multi-

phased project that will likely stretch over several years.  You 

will hear more about this project in the weeks and months 

ahead.  Thank you for your faithful generosity to God’s 

church.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                 Pastor Stephen                                      



For Inspiring Daily Devotions and announcement updates:  Facebook.com/FirstChurch PC 
 

For info about our church, small groups, ministries and online giving:  firstchurchplantcity.com. 
 

For an electronic version of this Newsletter: firstchurchplantcity.com/about-us/our-e-newsletter/ 
 

Online giving: Firstchurchplantcity.com/giving/ 

COURAGE: Throughout Jesus’ life he was called upon to be brave.  As Christians we try to follow his example.  In the 
book and 6-week study Courage: Jesus and the Call to Brave Faith, pastor and author Tom Berlin helps us to understand 
what true courage is and how God works in our lives when we exhibit a brave faith.  This study will be held on Wednes-
days, beginning September 15th at 1PM and 6 PM.  Contact Erwin Nesvacil at ern1128@gmail.com or  941-400-4402. 

Weekly Devotion By Pastor Dennis 
 

II Chronicles 16:9  “The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts 

are fully committed to Him.” 
 

This Old Testament verse tells us that God is looking for men and women whose hearts are fully fixed 

on Him and who will trust Him for all He desires to do with their lives. It is as relevant today as it was 

then as God watches even today for those who will be faithful to His purpose. He said in Isaiah 18:4 “I 

will remain quiet and will look on from My dwelling place.” He is watching and waiting patiently and 

quietly for those of us who will stand up against the evil in this world.                                      

                                                                      What We Should Know 

Our nation was founded by people who fled the abuse of the Church of England….people who 

wanted a democratic form of government founded on but not ruled by The Church. The original 

colonies fought for that right and won. Our faith in God was the guiding light in the establishment of a 

government of the people by the people and for the people and family worship was at the center of 

our lives. The government no longer controlled the people. The government now represented the 

people and the people held strong to their Christian faith.  

 

Over the last two hundred years it seems that the government has turned away from serving the peo-

ple and God. We have abused the concept of separation of Church and state to the exclusion of 

God’s true place as envisioned by our forefathers.  

 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people thought He was going to replace the self-empowered 

political tyrants but He did not. The people did not understand the role of Christ’s Kingdom in contrast 

with the political kingdom established by the Pharisees.  Christ’s Kingdom is in our hearts. It’s not in the 

government and He still seeks “those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.”  Let’s take our faith 

away from politicians and put it where it belongs. 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously.  7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need,  you will abound in every good work.                            2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV)                                                                                                                    
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS. THEY FUND THE MINISTRIES OF THIS CHURCH. 

You may mail in your contributions, drop in the collection plate, or visit firstchurchplantcity.com/giving/ 

Do you belong to a small group? If not, this may be the right time to do so. 
 

For other small groups and contacts:  Firstchurchplantcity.com/ministries/small-groups 

SEEDS explores ROMANS:  SEEDS (Sisters Encouraging and Enjoying Discipleship Study) will meet every other Mon-
day, beginning September 13th, 1PM, John Wesley Room, Traditional Building.  We are exploring the Book of Romans 
with a video study by Max Lucado called  Romans: In the Grip of Grace.  Nancy Wisgerhof, 813-833-0541.  Please use Ma-
honey Street entrance. 

CALM:   If you are dealing with anger, frustration, depression, sleep disorders, chronic health issues, among others, 
CALM by Max Lucado, a 10-week study, can show you how to approach these issues with humor and optimism.   Join 
Barbara Barden, RN, our Faith Community Nurse, on a healthy journey.  Thursdays, 2PM, Reception, Mahoney Street 
entrance.  Barbara, 813-763-1623 or bbarden4@verizon.net . 

            DISCIPLESHIP           &       UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES 

DAUGHTERS OF DISCIPLESHIP   New. Vital. Purposeful.   A new women’s ministry that will focus on engaging 
women of all generations as we grow meaningful connections with one another and cultivate a deeper relationship 
with God. Our special emphasis is on women; our eyes are on God. All women are welcome! Beginning Tuesday, Sep-
tember 14th at 10AM and 6:30PM, we will  meet the second Tuesday of the month, Fellowship Hall, Traditional Build-
ing, Mahoney Street entrance.   Through devotions, study, and active ministry we hope to better the lives of others as 
we better our own.  Please contact Debbie Kaczmarek at  debbiekaz@aol.com or Ellie Fox, ellynrosefox@gmail.com . 

https://churchsource.com/products/40-days-through-the-book-romans-study-guide-in-the-grip-of-grace-1?currency=USD&variant=34082538422369&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvO2IBhCzARIsALw3ASodOVLky62drsGE3Ihh0sQKSPj1aVZBEFItKmr9tqeJDIXkTim9Zu8aAl6mEALw_wcB
mailto:ellynrosefox@gmail.com

