
THE VINE
303 N. Evers St.

Plant City FL 33563
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday

9 AM-12 PM & 1 PM-4 PM
(813) 754-3519

firstchurchplantcity.com Week of: July 12 - July 18, 2020

Prayer Chain
Prayer warriors may add their
names to the prayer chain in one
of three ways, according to how
you would like to contact us and
how you would like to be
contacted:

•Shirley Robertson at 813-389-
7174

 •Nita Shaw by email
alinitarose@gmail.com

•Audrey Montella by text 813-
966-5698 or email
audreymontella40@gmail.com

When anyone hears of a prayer
request or need we pass the
information along to the others.
Mighty and fervent prayers will
be sent up to the Lord from the
whole group.

Tithes and offerings are being accepted
online through

members.myEoffering.com or you can
mail your contributions to: 

303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563

Dear Church Family,
 
The Re-Launch Team met again this morning and
has made the determination to continue with online
worship for the time being.  The team will meet
weekly to assess the most current information
available.  The Re-Launch Team would like to see
two weeks of declining new case numbers before
we are comfortable resuming in-person worship. 
The number of new cases continues to rise in
Florida and Hillsborough County is one the most
affected counties in the state.
 
We hope you understand the cautious approach
we are taking as a church. 
Thank you for your participation in online worship. 
You continue to be the church for each other in so
many ways.
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions
or concerns as we move forward during this unique
time.
 
Grace
and Peace,
Pastor Stephen



I remember..... It was January 1,2020 when I sat
quietly alone thinking of the past year (and more),
of the day that was accompanying me in my
thoughts, and what the future in 2020 might be.  It
was a quiet, cool day early in the morning of a new
year. I jotted a few words of what I was  feeling -
WHERE HAVE I BEEN, WHERE AM I NOW, AND
WHERE AM I GOING?..   I did not dwell on where I
had been, nor where I was going - I only focused on
where am I now?  I really had no specific plans for
the future "Where am I going?"

I think so many of us are so involved in our present lives that we assume we are
going forward, one day at the time and hoping to do the best we can.  There
have been traumatic times in my life that could not be forgotten even when I
tried.  I learned in most cases to put one foot in front  of the other and move
forward anticipating with some knowledge of someplace I would go into the
future.  I knew that if I sat still and 'listened',  God would move
me past the things that would be difficult and into a brighter future.
   So today I 'went to church' with my friends at First United Methodist Church,
Plant City, Fl. I knew 6 months ago that would be in my future - I had no  idea it
would be so difficult, so different.  Through the many talents that God gave to our
people, I was able to go to church today.  You see, God gave me memory,
and he gave the parishioners talents beyond our belief.  I was also able
to attend the children's programs executed by none other than a very, very
talented and spiritual  friend, Ginny.  I don't often get to see our young
people, small children, so today I was extra blessed.  
    As I entered  the sanctuary with my heart and eyes on the beauty of that
place.  I saw my friends in their  'appointed' places. (I Guess we
are all creatures of habit and choose the same pew every Sunday - that made it
easy for me to join them this day).  I had found myself getting 'homesick'
for my familiar places and friends, for Stephen's exceptional sermons lifting
me up, James leading the choir so expertly, Dennis's prayer that always touches
my heart.  I 'watched' as the choir came into their places.  I slipped quietly down
the north wall to my pew and held on to the pew in front of me as I listened and
felt God's presence.                                          continued on next page

At Home With Nita



Of course there was the superb music flowing, welcoming gusto from the organ
- What would we do without :Richard!!!! I did miss the ushers - I missed George
teasing me about my red shoes. :)  -
   I sat there in 'my' pew on the northside about 8 rows back.  I could see
Shirley and members of her SS class 3 rows ahead.  It was so good to be back
in church.  I had wondered if that would ever be again for me.  I know now that
nothing can keep us from the ones we love.  Oh, maybe in body, but God gave
us the gift of memory and feelings to fill that vacancies.  
   As the ushers came down the aisle, and the organ music filled me, I had a
smile on my face - I had not had a chance in a long while to be teased by
George - head usher.  You see, he and I have this 'thing' going about red
shoes.  It's always nice to have little personal teases by different people.  The
last time I was at a service I told myself, "I'm gonna get a pair of red shoes
before next week."  There was not a next week.  
   Will there ever be a next week as we have known it to be for all of our lives? 
 I am sure life will return to a certain amount of normalcy for most, but we did
not expect on January 1st that there would be such unimaginable changes. 
 We all know we cannot predict the future.  We can only live today working to
lay a solid foundation for whatever God allows our future to be. 
   And so today as we worshiped together, I just had to reach out and touch
each of you with smiles in my heart.  It has been a very hard 6 months for all of
us.  Your never ending prayers has brought our family through serious medical
problems on the part of our oldest daughter, Debbie- our son's unexpected
surgery and after-math of some problems, Lowell and I celebrated our 69
anniversary.  I have taken the time to get more and more lazy, enjoying most of
staying at home.
Thank you Stephen and Dennis for your phone calls and contacts.  How
blessed we all are to have such wonderful leadership.
    Thank you Ginny, for "...oh my goodness."  all the work you have so
effectively done with our children and youth as well as your prayers and things
that go on behind the scene.  It has been sooo wonderful seeing our children
and young people in 'action'.
Thank you James - Wow, how do you get the vocalists singing together???  I
know, it's the magic wand.

continued on next page



   Richard, thank you for your expertise.  I miss touching base with you
for a few minutes on Sunday about Cricket.  SHE has kept us going
too.
Cindy - my goodness, how do you keep up with all this stuff??  You are
a true blessing with all that you have to handle and collate in the office.
Yeah, I know I left out a buncha people who have worked so hard to
keep us all together in some way or another.  I love you all for all of it.  
      AND SO, I DID WHAT I WONDERED IF I'D EVER DO AGAIN - I
WENT TO CHURCH THIS MORNING. (Yes, I have seen, experienced
other online services, but decided today to sit in my pew. stare at my
husband in the choir, (I have always enjoyed just watching Lowell)  and
just BE THERE.  Nita

The July-August Upper Room
devotionals are available inside
the red door on the Northwest
corner of the Traditional
building. You can either pick up
a copy at your convenience or
call our front office at (813)
754-3519 and ask us to mail
you a copy if you are unable to
venture out at this time.

We have truly gifted musicians
that have come together to
continue providing spirit-
moving worship music, even in
quarantine. They record their
part at home, listening to the
same track through earbuds to
stay together and in the same
key, and then upload them to a
shared drive. If you want to
participate, send an email to
music.fumcpc@gmail.com.



Communications Deadline
Announcements for the Vine or Faith Flash
regarding small groups, church needs, or
other church information, need to be
emailed by Monday at 4 PM either to
jenn.m.kramer@gmail.com and/or to
fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com. 



Florida United Methodist Children's Home - Back to School Drive
As the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home enjoys the beginning of summer and
our students have begun their participation in our annual Summer Fun program,
preparations are already being made for the 2020-2021 school year. While the
landscape for this school year still remains to be seen, we know that providing our
children with the high quality education they desperately need will continue to be one of
our highest priorities. 
 
A substantial way we meet this need is to ensure we have the supplies required to make
this a reality. The Children’s Home has been blessed by countless individuals, churches,
and groups who continue to support us in so many ways. Donations are a vital part of
our ministry, as they enable us to better serve the children. We have put together a list of
our school needs, and ask that you and your church take up a back-to-school drive to
help as we prepare to serve our students’ educational needs for the 2020-2021 school
year. The back-to-school needs list is below. 

HIGHEST PRIORITY
Activity fees (field trips and extracurricular activity fees), Copy/printer paper, Poster
board,Disinfecting wipes, Dry erase markers, erasers and cleaning liquid, Hand sanitizer
(large bottles), Paper towels, Tissue boxes

ADDITIONAL NEEDS
Colored paper, Construction paper, Art supplies (acrylic and water color paint, sketch
paper, glitter, drawing paper, small framed canvas), Tri-fold display boards, Notebook
paper (wide or college rule), Dividers 5 or 8 tabs, Composition notebook (8.5 x 11), Glue
sticks, *Please, no pencil sharpeners, Mechanical pencils and lead refills, Colored
pencils, Sharpie permanent markers (fine point), Black and blue pens, Flash drives,
Highlighters, Crayola markers, Handwriting tablets, ¾” Scotch tape

For any questions, please contact our Volunteer Manager Lynn Bellomy at
lynn.bellomy@fumch.org or 386-668-4774 ext. 2321. Thanks for the many ways you
continue to support the children. 


