
United Methodist Women will
not meet until  at least
September.  An announcement
will be made later in the year
when meetings resume.

United Methodist Women:
Faith • Hope • Love in Action

We are women with a Purpose!

JANUARY 31 IS A 5TH SUNDAY
 

Donations made out to the church must
include “Children’s Home” in the memo. 

 

Checks made out directly to the Children’s
Home should be mailed to: 

 

The UM Florida Children's Home
51 Children’s Way

 Enterprise, FL  32725

THE VINE
303 N. Evers St.

Plant City FL 33563
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday

9 AM-12 PM & 1 PM-4 PM
(813) 754-3519

firstchurchplantcity.com Week of: January 24- 
January 30, 2021

"United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose purpose is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;
and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global ministries of the church."



Tithes and offerings are being accepted online through
members.myEoffering.com or you can mail your

contributions to: 
303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563

Romans 8:28: “All things work together for good for those who love the Lord
and are called according to His purpose.”

This is a comforting verse to Christians, but it fails to tell just what that purpose is. 
 However, the next verse does.  Verse 29 says: “Whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren.” 

The bottom line is…..God wants us to be more like His Son.  After His baptism by
John, Jesus went into the wilderness where He stood up against Satan.  From that
day forward, He gave us the perfect example of how to live and offered the simplest
of instructions.  He said simply, “Follow Me.” 

There is an old Gospel song entitled, “It’s Not an Easy Road.”  We are living that
message today. We are besieged by conflicting ideas, philosophies and religious
tenets which have divided us to the point of breaking up long-term friendships and
have undermined our reliance on our faith.

My father landed on Normandy (Omaha Beach) on D-Day where only one out of ten
survived. As our troops were pinned down, they were encouraged to see their
commander standing on a hill ahead of them with blood dripping from his arm
signaling for them to advance. They followed Colonel Bennett to victory that day. 

Colonel Bennett’s bravery and suffering caused thousands of soldiers to do what was
right. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s suffering and death inspired millions to stand for equal
rights resulting in the Civil Rights Bill.  Jesus’ suffering and death encouraged all
mankind to believe His Good News, love our neighbors and follow His blessed
example. 

Weekly Devotion
By Pastor Dennis

What We Should Know
God wants us to be like His Son.  How are we doing?



Prayer Chain
Prayer warriors may add their names
to the prayer chain in one of three
ways, according to how you would like
to contact us and how you would like
to be contacted:

• Shirley Robertson at 813-389-7174
• Audrey Montella by text 813-966-
5698 or email
audreymontella40@gmail.com

 When anyone hears of a prayer
request or need we pass the
information along to the others. Mighty
and fervent prayers will be sent up to
the Lord from the whole group.

Many of us want to reach out to those are in
need and feel pretty helpless with the social
distancing. If you are able to purchase a few
extra items each week while grocery shopping,
the help will be appreciated. If everyone gave a
few things we could make a big impact. 
If you find yourself driving past the church on an
essential outing and you have non-perishable
goods to donate, a drop off spot will be available
outside the Red Door on the northwest side of
the traditional building Monday through
Thursday. 
If you cannot participate, please do not feel
obligated. Shelf stable items are needed. 
Recommendations: peanut butter, jelly, cereals,
pasta, rice, pasta sauce, canned meats.
Volunteers are willing to pick up goods from the
church and deliver donations to the PC Food
Bank. 
Tip: Order your groceries and pick them up
curbside to avoid contact with people. 
For more information please contact Kathy
Baker at kathryn953@verizon.net

Plant City Food Bank sent out
an urgent call for donations.
The demand for their services
has increased tremendously.
How you can participate in a
church-wide food drive to
take to PC Food Bank:

Every Thursday evening we send an email newsletter, The Faith Flash, that gives you information on
Sunday's Services, mission opportunities, small group and bible study contacts, and so much more! 

Sign up to receive The Faith Flash by visiting our website at www.firstchurchplantcity.com or emailing
fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com.

Get Connected
New Members

Since the pandemic began, First Church Plant City has strived to offer multiple ways to stay up to date
and involved in the Church & local community. This newsletter, The Vine, is available on our website
weekly as a PDF and/or mailed to your current address by calling the church office at (813) 754-3519.



If you do not pay for long distance (most
cell phone plans include long distance) you
can call 1.615.212.2013
If you do pay for long distance calls, please
call 1.877.600.7218

January-February 2021 issues are available at
the red entrance door of the main building. 
 The church office will be happy to mail an
issue to those who can’t make it in person.
Daily devotions are also accessible online at
www.upperroom.org.

Listen to The Upper Room devotional on the
phone. During this time of pandemic the call-
in meditation is available at no charge. There
are two numbers available:

Sermon Scripture: 
Acts 21: 15-17

15 After this, we started on our
way up to Jerusalem. 16 Some of
the disciples from Caesarea
accompanied us and brought us to
the home of Mnason, where we
were to stay. He was a man from
Cyprus and one of the early
disciples. 17 When we arrived at
Jerusalem, the brothers and
sisters received us warmly.

Old Testament Scripture: Deuteronomy 31:1-8
Joshua to Succeed Moses
1 Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all Israel: 2 “I am now a hundred
and twenty years old and I am no longer able to lead you. The Lord has said to me,
‘You shall not cross the Jordan.’ 3 The Lord your God himself will cross over ahead of
you. He will destroy these nations before you, and you will take possession of their
land. Joshua also will cross over ahead of you, as the Lord said. 4 And the Lord will do
to them what he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, whom he destroyed
along with their land.
5 The Lord will deliver them to you, and you must do to them all that I have
commanded you. 6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of
them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” 7
Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be
strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the Lord
swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among them as their
inheritance. 8 The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”


