MAY2 - MAY 8, 2021

THE VINE
Reach UP In Worship.
Reach OUT In Mission.
Reach DEEP In Discipleship

Please come join us for our last meal until September on
Thursday, May 13th in the Wesley Centre starting at 11 AM.
We will be welcoming summer with a picnic theme and a
program dedicated to Senior Nutrition. Debbie and Nina
did a beautiful job decorating for Easter and everyone
enjoyed the fellowship. Please contact Barbara Carver at
813-756-3054 to reserve a place by Monday, May 10th.
Cost is $6.00 per person. All are welcome!

Please keep our sister churches and all our
brothers and sisters in Christ in your thoughts
and prayers during these particularly difficult
times. At least 2000 cases of Covid are
reported per day. Even though officials say they
developed their own vaccine, there is no mass
vaccination yet. Also, they are having lots of
cases of human scabies/mange, mostly in the
Havana area but Pastor Ruddy said he has seen
some people with the symptoms in their area.
There is a lack of food and medicine throughout
the island!

WORSHIP
************

Praise | Prayer | Communion

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted in the case near
the Pastors’ offices. Cost is $25 per Sunday for
two arrangements. Payments should note “Altar
Flowers”. You may sign up in person or contact
the church office to reserve a spot to honor or
commemorate someone special.

The Upper Room
May/June
The May/June edition of The

Upper Room is available for pick
up at the church. You may pick
up one on Sunday mornings

during the worship services, or
Monday thru Thursday at the

Red Door between the hours of
9AM-12PM and 1-4PM.

This Sunday is
Jennifer Kramer
last Sunday at
our church.
Jennifer has accepted an
opportunity at an engineering firm
in Ohio and will be leaving us this
week.
Please join us as we thank her and
pray for her and her family on their
new adventure.

Annual budget 2021 - - - $ 553,514.16
Weekly requirement - - - $ 10,644.50
Donations as of April 18 - - - $ 144,161.59

J Nesvacil will be taking over the live
stream during the 9AM service. We
are still looking for a volunteer to help
with our 11AM Traditional service.

MISSION
Grace | Mercy | Justice

Prayer Chain
Prayer warriors may add their names to
the prayer chain in a couple of ways,
according to how you would like to
contact us and how you would like to be
contacted:
• Shirley Robertson at 813-389-7174
• Audrey Montella by text 813-966-5698
or email audreymontella40@gmail.com
When anyone hears of a prayer request
or need, we pass the information along
to the others. Mighty and fervent prayers
will be sent up to the Lord from the
whole group.

Plant City Food Bank sent out an urgent call for
donations. The demand for their services has
increased tremendously. Many of us want to
reach out to those who are in need and feel pretty
helpless with social distancing.
If you are able to purchase a few extra items
each week while grocery shopping, the help will
be appreciated. If everyone gave a few things
we could make a big impact. You may bring
your donations on Sundays or to the red door
of the main building during office hours.

DISCIPLESHIP
Scripture | Tradition | Experience | Reason

Children’s Church meets each Sunday during
the 9 am Contemporary Service in the Wesley
Centre with Lead Teacher, Amanda Comer.

We are excited that our attendance is growing, as more of our families return to in-person worship!
If you are still considering your return to in-person, we want to assure you that all church service
meeting areas, including the Children’s Church room, are sanitized before each service.
Our church family, including adults and children, is extremely conscientious about required face
coverings and social distancing outside of family groups, as we all share the responsibility for our
church family’s health and safety.
Because we are growing, we need an adult assistant to help us with Children’s Church each
Sunday. PLEASE consider this opportunity to volunteer! Experiences with our children are the
BEST, and your help will make an immeasurable impact on our children’s faith walk!
You may commit one Sunday at a time on a regular schedule or on the occasional Sunday you are
available, whatever works for you. WE NEED YOU NOW!!
Please contact Ginny Roebuck by phone or text at 813-505-9399 or email at g_roebuck@msn.com
to say “YES, you will help and when you would like to start”!

Weekly Devotion By Pastor Dennis
Hebrews 10:25 “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye
see the day approaching.”
When I was in the air force, I was stationed at Webb AFB
in Big Spring, Texas my last year. The base was located
along the migratory path of sandhill cranes which were so
numerous during the Fall that our air traffic controllers
included their flight paths as part of our take-off and
landing instructions along with weather and locations of
other aircraft. It is amazing to look up and see the sky
dark with hundreds of thousands of birds.
Sandhill cranes fly together in “V” formations and, if one
becomes too tired, sick or injured during the flight, they
fall out of formation along with another who would be its
caretaker. Sandhill cranes mate for life so the one who
left formation with it is likely its life partner and will remain
with it until the injured/sick bird is healthy or dies. At that
time, the two of them join a new flock together or the
remaining bird does so alone.
What We Should Know
If only Christians practiced that kind of commitment and
unity of spirit today. While quarantine and social
distancing have isolated us in some regards, they should
be the gravity that pulls us down to a sense of unity that is
so necessary if we are to expand God’s kingdom.
Abraham Lincoln said that a nation divided against itself
cannot stand. Well, the same is true of the Church. Unity
in Christ is the glue that binds our hearts and spirit
together. Let us hold on to one another and share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with our neighbors regardless
of their culture, race, political stand or opinions. There is
strength in numbers. Let’s build on that and together.
“Reach Up in Worship, Reach out in Mission, and Reach
Deep in Discipleship.”

