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Preservice Music
Welcome
Special Music
Offering
Special Music
Old Testament
Prayer Time
Special Music
Sermon Scripture
Sermon
Benediction
Postlude

Amazing Grace

What a Friend we have in
Jesus

Reckless Love
Psalm 133

Well Done
Romans 11:1-5

How Deep is the Father's
Love

Sunday, August 16, 2020

This is a ministry of the
Good News Sunday
School Class. They
provide prayer blankets
and devotional material
for people facing cancer
or major surgery. 

For more information
contact Carole Wright at
carole@myersandwright
.com

prayer 
blanket 
ministry

This wonderful ministry, led by Sally Verner, seeks
to keep the church connected to members who are
home-bound, shut-in, in long term care facilities or
otherwise unable to participate regularly in the life
of the church. This group also provides meals and
emotional support to those who have lost a loved
one, or are recovering from a recent hospital stay.
They need volunteers who are willing to check-in
with these individuals, or who can deliver or
prepare meals. For more information contact Pastor
Hartsfield at PastorStephen@tampabay.rr.com

Congregational Care

THE VINE
303 N. Evers St.

Plant City FL 33563
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday

9 AM-12 PM & 1 PM-4 PM
(813) 754-3519

firstchurchplantcity.com

The TGIF Small Group made an
assortment of port pillows to protect
medical ports from getting caught on
things during daily routine. Please
contact the church office to request a
pillow for you or someone you love. 

Week of: August 16 - August 22, 2020

Tithes and offerings are being accepted
online through

members.myEoffering.com or you can
mail your contributions to: 

303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563



"The hand of the Lord has done this." (Job 12:9)

What We Should Know

I read recently the story of the most magnificent diamond ever found in an African diamond
mine. It was presented to the king of England to embellish his crown. The king sent it to
Amsterdam to be cut by an expert stonecutter.  

He took this gem of priceless value and cut a notch in it. Then he struck it one hard time with
his hammer, and the majestic jewel fell into his hand, broken in two. What recklessness! What
wastefulness! What criminal carelessness!

Actually, that was not the case at all. You see,  that one blow with the hammer had been
studied and planned for days, and even weeks. Drawings and models had been made of the
gem. It’s quality, defects and possible lines along which it would split had all been studied to the
smallest detail and the man to whom it was entrusted was one of the most skilled stonecutters
in the world.

No, that blow was no mistake. It was the capstone and culmination of the stonecutter’s skill.
When he struck that blow, he did the one thing that would bring that gem to it’s most perfect
shape, radiance and jeweled splendor. The blow that seemed to be the ruin of the majestic
precious stone was actually its perfect redemption, for from the halves were fashioned two
magnificent gems. Only the skilled eye of the master stonecutter could have seen the beauty of
the two diamonds hidden in the rough, uncut stone as it came from the mine.

Sometimes, in the same way, God lets a stinging blow fall on our life. We bleed, feeling the
pain and our soul cries out in agony. At first, we think it is an appalling mistake, but it’s not for
we are the most precious jewel in the world to God and He is the most skilled stonecutter in the
universe. 
In one of George MacDonald’s books, one of the characters makes this bitter statement: “I
wonder why God made me. I certainly don’t see any purpose in it!” Another of the characters
responds, “Perhaps you don’t see any purpose yet, but then, He isn’t finished making you. And
besides, you are arguing with the process.” 

There is an old cliché which says: “Don’t give up on me. God ain’t through with me yet.” Let’s
just open up and give God room to work so His Good News will go on. (I appreciate these
thoughts from Annie Porter Johnson)

Weekly Devotion From Pastor Dennis - August 16, 2020



Our Re-Launch team
communicates on a
weekly basis to check-
in on how the pandemic
is affecting our ability to
meet in person for
worship on Sundays.
The consensus is to
remain virtual with our
worship services until a
two week decline in
new COVID-19 cases
are recorded in the
state of Florida.
 Thank you for your continued patience as we
safely navigate this trying time. If you have
questions, please feel free to call the church office
at 813-754-3519.

Testimonials

The Florida United Methodist Children’s
Home serves as an extension of the local
church that meets the needs of children
from situations of abuse, neglect and family
dysfunction.

They have two campuses serving school
aged children up to young adults in
independent living. On our church campus,
we house the office of their foster care
ministry that serves Hillsborough County.

In 2019, our church gave a total of 
$28,384.57 to the home from the 5th
Sunday offerings!

August 30th is Fifth Sunday. Checks made
out to FUMC Plant City should indicate
“Children’s Home” in the memo. Checks
made out to the Children’s Home should
be mailed directly to the Home. For more
information contact Frank Bullard at 
frankbullard@icloud.com. 

 Shirley Robertson, phone 813-389-7174
 Nita Shaw, email to alinitarose@gmail.com
 Audrey Montella, text to 813-966-5698 or email
to audreymontella40@gmail.com

Do you believe in the power of prayer? Then please
join our new prayer ministry. Add your name to the
chain by your preferred means of communication:

 
Prayer needs are circulated to all on our list.
Anyone may contact Pastor Stephen or Pastor
Dennis, one of the above, or drop a prayer request
card in the collection plate. Mighty and fervent
prayers will be set up to the Lord from the whole
group.

Prayer Chain

Testimonials are an important part of the
church and how we spread the Word of God.
Do you have a story to share where you
have seen God at work in your life? It could
be recent or a while ago. It could be
something you saw, or it can be something
you felt. You are invited to share that story,
or stories if you have more than one, in a 2-4
minute video that could be included in an
upcoming worship service. You can send the
video to jenn.m.kramer@gmail.com. 

Your testimony could touch someone's life!



Over the past several years we have supported two local elementary schools by
donating supplies for the students and critical needs items for the teachers. Due to
Covid-19, we are doing the same this year but slightly different.  If you feel comfortable
shopping that is wonderful. If not, the church will purchase supplies with your
contributions.  Thank you to those who have already donated.

This year the church has already purchased back packs. We are asking for the following
items:  

Back-to-School Supplies for Students

       • 1 pack of yellow highlighters
       • 1(24) pack of crayons
       • 1 pack of #2 pencils
       • 1 pack of Expo dry erase makers
       • 1 pack of pencil top erasers
       • 4 spiral bound notebooks: 1 red, 1 blue, 1 yellow, 1 green
       • 1 family size box of tissues
       • 1 bottle of hand soap

& Critical Need Supplies

       • Pump Hand Soap (8 or 16 oz)
       • Disinfecting Wipes
       • Hand Sanitizer (any size)
       • Tissues
       • Ziploc Bags (sandwich, quart, gallon)
       • 5 oz disposable cups
       • Band-Aids (all sizes — latex free)
       • Crayola Colored Pencils
       • Crayola WASHABLE markers

Thank you so much for your willingness to support one of our local schools in any way
that you can. They need and appreciate our help and donations. Bins will be set up at
the red entrance door so you may drop off your supplies. Checks may be mailed in or
left in a sealed envelope in the mailbox located at the Mahoney Street entrance. Checks
should be made out to FUMC, with “school supplies” in the memo.

Thank you for
your help!!



AD Council
Monthly Administrative Council

meetings are resuming. The next

meeting will be held on Monday,

September 14 at 6:30 PM in the

Fellowship Hall.  We will be

respecting social-distancing

guidelines. Masks are requested and

are available at the Mahoney street

entrance. The church office kindly

requests an RSVP. You can do so by

emailing fumcpc@tampabay.rr.com

or calling the church office at 813-

754-3519.

week.  Fellowship and connection with each other are very important, and the
opportunity to read a book that supports our spiritual growth and to share insights with
friends will be great fellowship!  We will enjoy our connections, just like the ladies in the
picture above, even though our chairs will be in our own homes for our ZOOM
gathering!  (We will make sure everyone is connected!)  Please call Ginny Roebuck at
813-505-9399 or email her at g_roebuck@msn.com to sign up and arrange for a book.
Our first book:  “When Others Shuddered:  Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up,”
available in paperback, Audible, or Kindle format (Ginny will help you with obtaining the
book!) 

What: Bible/book study for ladies

When:  Every week or every other week, 
on a day and at a time determined by those who join

How soon:  proposed start - the week of August 24

Who:  Ladies in the First United Methodist Church of 
Plant City family and friends

How do I join:  Please contact Ginny Roebuck, g_roebuck@msn.com or 813-505-9399,
or call the church office at 813-754-3519 to leave a message and I will call you!!  

Ladies in our church family and friends are
invited to participate in a new Bible and
book study beginning the week of August
24.  We are living in challenging times, but
we are not the first to do so!   Our first study
will be the book, When Others Shuddered: 
Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up, by
Jamie Janosz.  We will meet on a weekday
morning or early afternoon, day and time to
be determined by the ladies who sign up. 
Our goal is to set a day and time that works
for all, either every week or every other 

Trailblazers: New
Bible and Book
Study for Ladies!


