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THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY_________________________ 
One Blood Drive                 8:30AM-12:30PM 

 

MONDAY________________________ 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM 
Deadline for announcements                  4PM 
Board of Trustees                                 6PM 

 

TUESDAY________________________ 
Staff Meeting                                 10:30AM 
Boy Scouts                                           6PM 
 

WEDNESDAY_____________________ 
The LOFT: Student Ministries                  5PM 
Praise Team                                     6:30PM 
Chancel Choir                                   7:30PM 
 

THURSDAY_______________________ 
Faith Community Nurse                      1-4PM 

August 15 Scriptures from  
Pastor Stephen 

 

Sermon: Luke 18:15-17  
Old Testament: Psalm 65    

Send us your prayer requests.  Join us in prayer. 
 

To add your name to the prayer chain to pray for our prayer     
requests, or if you have previously signed up and are not re-
ceiving at least one request a week, please contact to join or 
to make sure we have your correct contact information: 
 

Audrey Montella by text at 813-966-5698  

Shirley Robertson by phone at 813-389-7174 
Ellyn Fox by email at ellynrosefox@gmail.com 
 

Dennis Roebuck at d_roebuck@msn.com 
 

All prayer requests are forwarded to our pastors, and to our 
prayer warriors.  Each request is met with fervent prayer. 
 

On Sundays you may also fill out a Prayer & Praise card and 
place it in the collection plate. 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you 
ask in prayer, believe that you have        
received it, and it will be yours.”   
                                          Mark 11:24 
 

             Do you believe in prayer?  
               Do you need prayer? 

CALM is a booklet written by Max Lucado that provides Bible-based self-help for being in control of anxiety. It 
is a 10-week small group study limited to 10 participants, beginning Wednesday, September 1, in the after-
noon. Barbara Barden, Faith Community Nurse, will guide the discussion. The first 10 who sign up will be 
asked to help determine the class time. You may contact Barbara  at bbarden4@verizon.net  or 813-763-1623. 

 A Bible study entitled COURAGE will be led by Erwin 
Nesvacil.  As Christians, we do our best to live our lives 
as Jesus lived, following the examples of his many vir-
tues—including honesty, faithfulness, and generosity. But 
one virtue that is often overlooked is courage. Throughout 
Jesus’ life, He was called upon to be brave: in the face of 
his enemies, when being tempted, and certainly at the 
time of his death. By examining the life of Christ, we can 
begin to understand what true courage is and how God 
works in our lives when we exhibit a brave faith. This is a 
six-part study and will be held on Wednesdays, beginning 
September 15th at 1PM and 6 PM.  You may contact 
Erwin at ern1128@gmail.com or 941-400-4402. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

9AM Contemporary Worship 
Children’s Church, ages 3-5th grade 

Wesley Centre 
 

10:10AM  Adult Church School 
Open Door, 1st floor Ed. Bldg. 

John Wesley, 1st floor, Ed. Bldg. 
 

11AM Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
 

9AM service is live-streamed at: 
www.youtube.com/1stUMCPlantCityFL/videos 

Due to an increase in Covid-19 cases, 
we kindly ask the congregation to 

wear a mask when singing.     
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Do you belong to a small group?  
 If not, this may be the right time to do so. 

 

For other small groups and contacts: 
Firstchurchplantcity.com/ministries/small-groups 

The Servant's Servants will meet on 
Sunday, August 22nd, 6:30PM  in 
the Wesley Center.  We all bring 
snack foods to share and our own 
preference of drink.  We meet the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of each month.  We 
are presently studying a book written 

by Michael J. Kruger titled "Surviving Religion 
101.” The study, written toward college bound 
Freshmen students, is also applicable to adults 
facing Christian doubt and who may be bom-
barded by their friends about being a Chris-
tian.  All are welcome.  Larry Jackson 

 

 

 Connect With Us   
and share 

Prayer & Praise 
 

We have new Connect With Us and 
Prayer & Praise cards!  They are dis-
tributed in the pews  and at the en-
trances to the sanctuary, and at the 

entrances to the Wesley Centre.  The 
Pastors  and the Prayer Team would 

love to pray for and with you.   



For Inspiring Daily Devotions and announcement updates:  Facebook.com/FirstChurch PC 
 

For info about our church, small groups, ministries and online giving:  firstchurchplantcity.com. 
 

For an electronic version of this Newsletter: firstchurchplantcity.com/about-us/our-e-newsletter/ 
 

Online giving: Firstchurchplantcity.com/giving/ 

 
Weekly Devotion By Pastor Dennis 

Proverbs 4:12 “When you walk, your steps will not be hampered; when you run, you will not stumble.” 

 

Years ago, automatic gates were developed on country roads so that, as a vehicle approached, the gate would 

open automatically when the vehicle ran over a compression plate in the ground, and then it would close auto-

matically once the vehicle passed. Anyone who saw the gate and didn’t know about the compression plate 

would just sit there unable to pass through. That is pretty much the story of our lives. As we look ahead toward 

our goals and all we see are the obstacles (gates), we tend to back off and give up.  

 

In 1994, I felt a strong call to pastoral ministry in the United Methodist Church. I met with my District Super-

intendent who entered me into the candidacy program, which is quite formidable to say the least. Each step 

was a special challenge, and the meetings with the boards of ordained ministry (district and conference) were a 

bit nerve-racking.  

 

As a college graduate, I needed to attend a seminary for the Master of Divinity degree, but the closest United 

Methodist seminary was in Georgia and I saw no way of managing that while employed full-time. Yet, I per-

sisted and voila!.... Wouldn’t you know it? Asbury Theological Seminary began offering the first year on line. 

I took and passed the grad school entrance exam and started taking classes. The next gate or roadblock I faced 

was, what would I do once I completed that first year? Well, I persisted. I was approved and licensed by the 

Conference Committee on Ordained Ministry and voila! Asbury opened a campus in Orlando where I was able 

to finish my studies on a full-time basis and my path to pastoral ministry was completed. 

 

What We Should Know 

L.B Cowman once wrote, “The Lord only builds a bridge under the feet of the faithful traveler. He never builds 

a bridge a few steps ahead, for then it would not be one of faith.” II Corinthians 5:7 says…. “We live by faith, 

not by sight.”  

If there are obstacles in your path, face them head on. Don’t let them discourage you; for, if your path is God’s 

will, He will take care of the obstacles and see you through. 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously.  7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need,  you will abound in every good work.                            2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NIV)                                                                                                                    
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS. THEY FUND THE MINISTRIES OF THIS CHURCH. 

You may mail in your contributions, drop in the collection plate, or visit firstchurchplantcity.com/giving/ 

One Blood will be on campus this Sunday, August 15,  

8:30AM-12:30PM for a Blood Drive. 

Donors may sign up online  https://donor.oneblood.org/

donor/schedules/drive_schedule/1106610 

All donors receive a OneBlood beach towel, a $20 eGift Card + a wellness checkup,  

including bloodpressure, temperature, iron count, pulse and cholesterol screening.   

All donors must wear a mask regardless of vaccination status. 

“Happy Are the Peacemakers, for They Will Be Called God’s Children.”  Matthew 5:9  

This month in Children’s Church we have been studying lessons that help us understand the Bible’s teaching on 

“peace,” as God wants us to know it and live it.  We began with the 23rd Psalm, perhaps the most beautiful po-

etry that describes what knowing God’s peace means, and we now know all about the life of a shepherd and how 

God is our Shepherd!  Next was  an activity in which we gathered in the center of the room and responded to 

various statements by moving to one side of the room or the other according to whether we agreed or not. The 

first question was simple:  “Apples are better than oranges.”  The boys and girls were about in equal agreement, 

and it didn’t bother them that they had different favorites.  The second statement was more challenging:  

“Batman is better than Superman!” All but one of the children chose Batman, and the one Superman fan was 

very unhappy, saying, “How can they like Batman?  That’s stupid!”  We agreed that a peacemaker respects an-

other person’s favorites, unless the choice would not please God, and our words should always please God! 

https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/1106610
https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/1106610

