
THE VINE
303 N. Evers St.

Plant City FL 33563
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday

9 AM-12 PM & 1 PM-4 PM
(813) 754-3519

firstchurchplantcity.com Week of: March 21 -
March 27, 2021

Finance |  March 25 @ 5pm
The Trustees discuss and vote on the
church budget.  Join us in the Good News
room on the 1st F loor of the Education
Bui lding as this meeting is open to al l .

Maundy Thursday  |  April 1 @ 7PM
Join us for our Maundy Thursday Service in
the Sanctuary at 7PM  on Apri l  1 .  Maundy
Thursday is the holy day fal l ing on the
Thursday before Easter .  I t  commemorates
the Washing of the Feet and Last Supper of
Jesus Christ with the Apostles.



Psalm 107: 27-28  “They were at their wits’ end. Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble,
and He brought them out of their distress.”

This month marks one year of the worst pandemic in one hundred years. It has been a year of
confusion, conflict, fear, quarantine, disruption of our practice of worship and all social gatherings, and
distress. As of this month, over 500,000 precious souls have been taken from us by this deadly virus
(Covid-19).

Yet, there is good news. We are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel. Vaccines are now available
and millions are receiving the life-saving injections. Yet, we still live with the distress brought on by this
terrible virus. 

Millions of businesses have closed. Multi-millions of people are unemployed. The families of over
500,000 deceased souls are mourning the losses of loved ones. At a time when we need worship the
most, many churches have ceased corporate worship. Many have closed and, while hope is on the
horizon, many are finding themselves at their wits’ end. 

Pastors’ ability to minister has been curtailed along with the comfort of social support of friends and
families due to the requirement of social distancing. 

What We Need To Know

Hear this phrase from the poem “Wits’ End Corner” by Antoinette Wilson.
“Are you standing at ‘Wits’ End Corner?”
     Christian with troubled brow?’
Are you thinking of what is before you,
     And all you are bearing now?
Does all the world seem against you,
And you in the battle alone?
Remember—at “Wits’ End Corner”
Is just where God’s power is shown”

Let not distress alter your faith. Let your faith alter your distress. Whatever Satan sets upon us, God
has given us the gifts and graces to overcome through faith in Him. 

Weekly Devotion
By Pastor Dennis

 The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in
memory of Harry Carver by Barbara Carver. 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted in the case near the Pastors’ offices.  
Cost is $25 per Sunday for two arrangements. Payments should note  

            “Altar Flowers”. You may sign up in person or contact the church office to  reserve
a spot to honor or commemorate someone special.



February 21 -81
February 28 - 88
March 7 - 98
March 14 - 80

February 21 -114
February 28 - 166
March 7 - 170
March 14 - 170

Attendance

Annual budget 2021 - - - $ 553,514.16 

Weekly requirement - - - $ 10,644.50 

Donations as of Mar 14  - - $ 88,851.83

Tithes and offerings are being accepted online through
members.myEoffering.com or you can mail your

contributions to: 
303 N. Evers St. Plant City, FL 33563



Our Sister Churches in Cuba
Through the “Methodists United in Prayer Cuba Ministry” we have two sister churches in
Cuba.  They are located in Belic and Palma de la Cruz.  We also support five missions
which we hope will grow into churches one day.  

1.  Belic - The church house was built in 1993.  Pastor Rudis Barrios has been the pastor
since 2003.  They have services every single day and gather for prayer, fasting, Bible
studies, praise and worship and offer home visitation.  On Sunday they feed seniors and
children.  The missions of Belic are:

• Marea de Belic – 2 miles from Belic.  Missionary:  Mariela Cedeño.  She is studying to
be ordained as pastor.   45-50 people gather for services.
• Cabo Cruz – 12 miles from Belic.  Missionary:  Mirelis Fernández. 25 people gather for
services in two groups. They are in the process of buying a house to call a full-time
missionary.
• Siete Piezas – ¾  mile from Belic.  Lay missionary: Antonia Hernández.  A group of 8-
10 gather twice a week.

2.  Iglesia Metodista Palma de la Cruz – Pastor Raimer Garcés is attending seminary
while he pastors the church.  It is located 1 ½  miles from Belic.  It was organized as a
church four years ago.  Over 80 people gather for their different services. With the
fishing boat we purchased for them, they have been able to provide for the church
economy as well as for church families and community at large.  The missions of Palma
de la Cruz are:

• Camino del Cementerio -Distance from Palma ½ mile.  Lay missionary: Yordanka
Martínez.  They gather between 10-12 people.
• Guano – Distance is 1 ½ mile.  Pastor Raimer is taking care of this mission until one of
the members is ready to be appointed as lay missionary.  Around 10 people gather.  

These churches are situated 7 ½ miles from the nearest town of Niquero. 
 Transportation is very scarce on this rural area.  Adequate food can also be difficult to
obtain.  There is only an elementary school in the local area.  For middle and high school,
the children need to be boarded in Niquero or Manzanillo.



Jul io Santana is
hosting garage
sale at his home
in Lakeland on
Saturday, 
March 27. 
Al l  proceeds go
towards our
Cuban ministry.
To shop or
participate
contact Jul io at
863-272-0815

Location of sister
churches in Cuba.


