
SALEM PRAYER GUIDE 
 

Week 1 - Our Foundation 
Week 2 - Our Mutual Love and Unity 
Week 3 - Our Wisdom and Discernment 
Week 4 - Our Future 
 
Salem Cass Church has entered into the 
Discernment Process to look at our core 
Christian values and see if they continue to 
align with what is happening in the UMC.  
This will be a church-wide time of 
discernment, not just a few people or a 
committee.  
 
As followers of Jesus we believe our 
discernment should be centered in prayer. 
This prayer guide is intended to serve as a 
guide throughout this process and will 
focus on four specific areas. 
 
Each area of emphasis has scripture and 
prayer prompts for you to focus on 
throughout the week.  
 
Our hope is that a focus on prayer during 
this discernment process will provide each 
of us with wisdom, clarity, guidance and 
understanding as we look toward the future 
of Salem Church. 
 
Prayer Theme Week One: Our 
Foundation 
 
We believe the Bible to be the inspired, 
the only infallible, authoritative Word of 
God revealing the love of God to the 
world.  (From Salem’s Statement of Faith) 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God 

continually because, when you received the 

word of God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as a human word, but as it 

actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at 

work in you who believe. 

 

2 Timothy 3:15-17  15 and how from infancy you 

have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 

to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness, 17 so that the 

servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work. 

 

John 3:16  For God so loved the world that he 

gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. 

 
We believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless 
life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and 
atoning death through His shed blood 
on the cross, in His bodily resurrection, 
in His ascension to the right hand of the 
Father, and in His personal return in 
power and glory. (From Salem’s Statement 

of Faith)  

 

Matthew 1:23  “The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel”[a] (which means “God with us”). 

 

John 1:1-4 and 1:29  In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 

beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been 

made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind.  29 The next day John saw 

Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world! 

 

Acts 1:11 and 2:22-24  11 “Men of Galilee,” 

they said, “why do you stand here looking into 

the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will come back in the 

same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of 

Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you 

by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did 

among you through him, as you yourselves 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A15-17++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23168a


know. 23 This man was handed over to you by 

God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and 

you, with the help of wicked men,[a] put him to 

death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God 

raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 

agony of death, because it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on him. 

 

Romans 8:34  34 Who then is the one who 

condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—

more than that, who was raised to life—is at the 

right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 3 For what I received I 

passed on to you as of first importance[a]: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 21 God made him who had 

no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

Philippians 2:5-11  5 In your relationships with 

one another, have the same mindset as Christ 

Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, did 

not consider equality with God something to be 

used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made 

himself nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a 

servant, being made in human likeness.  8 And 

being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God 

exalted him to the highest place and gave him 

the name that is above every name, 10 that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 

every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Hebrews 1:1-4 and 4:15  1 In the past God 

spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 

many times and in various ways, 2 but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 

he appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things 

by his powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became 

as much superior to the angels as the name he 

has inherited is superior to theirs.  15 For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to 

empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 

one who has been tempted in every way, just as 

we are—yet he did not sin. 

 

We believe that all men everywhere are 
lost and face the judgment of God, that 
Jesus Christ is the only way of 
salvation, and that for the salvation of 
lost and sinful man, repentance of sin 
and faith in Jesus Christ results in 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit. 
Furthermore we believe that God will 
reward the righteous with eternal life in 
heaven, and that He will banish the 
unrighteous to everlasting punishment 
in hell.  (From Salem’s Statement of Faith)  

 

Luke 24:46-47 46 He told them, “This is what is 

written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from 

the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 

John 14:6  6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and 

the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 

 

Acts 4:12 12 Salvation is found in no one else, 

for there is no other name under heaven given 

to mankind by which we must be saved.” 

 

Romans 3:23  23 for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

2 Corinthians 5:10-11  10 For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 

that each of us may receive what is due us for 

the things done while in the body, whether good 

or bad.  11 Since, then, we know what it is to 

fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What 



we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain 

to your conscience. 

Ephesians 1:7 and 2:8-9  7 In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 

of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace.  8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no 

one can boast. 

 

Titus 3:4-7 4 But when the kindness and love of 

God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, but 

because of his mercy. He saved us through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, 

having been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

 

Pray that we would follow Jesus, by 
living according to God’s Holy Word and 
being guided by the Holy Spirit.  
 
Prayer Theme Week 2: Our Mutual Love 
& Unity 
Matthew 22:36-40  “Teacher, which is the 

greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus 

replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

 

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things 

God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 12 Just as a body, 

though one, has many parts, but all its many 

parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 

 

Ephesians 1:22-23  22 And God placed all things 

under his feet and appointed him to be head 

over everything for the church, 23 which is his 

body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 

every way. 

 

John 16:33  33 “I have told you these things, so 

that in me you may have peace. In this world 

you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 

overcome the world.” 

 
Pray that Salem Church will 
demonstrate to our community how 
fellow Christians can love one another. 
 
Pray for peace within Salem Church. 
 
Pray that we might encourage one 
another with kind words and respect. 
 
Pray that we remain united in our 
mission to Love God, Love People, 
Serve the World. 
 
Prayer Theme Week 3: Our Wisdom & 
Discernment 
Matthew 7:26  “But everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not put them into 

practice is like a foolish man who built his 

house on sand.”   

 
Revelation 3:16  16 So, because you are 

lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to 

spit you out of my mouth. 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, and he will 

make your paths straight.  

 

James 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, you 

should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to 

you.   

 

1 John 4:1  Dear friends, do not believe every 

spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God, because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world.  

 



Pray that our ears would be open to 
those around us and that each one of us 
would be still and know He is God. 
 
Pray for wisdom over our church, 
understanding there may be differing 
opinions within the congregation. 
 
Pray for all of us here at Salem Church 
as we educate ourselves and discern 
the will of God, testing the options 
against scripture. 
 
Pray for wisdom and discernment as 
Salem Church considers how to 
approach conversations and discussion 
about these issues, so that we may walk 
in the light.  

Ephesians 5:6-10  6 Let no one deceive you with 

empty words, for because of such things God’s 

wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 
7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For 

you were once darkness, but now you are light 

in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the 

fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what 

pleases the Lord. 

Prayer Theme Week 4: Our Future 
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 

a future.”  

 

Philippians 1:4-6  In all my prayers for all of 

you, I always pray with joy because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, being confident of this, that he who began 

a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.   

 

Matthew 28:18-20  18 Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I 

am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Acts 1:8  8 But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Romans 10:9-15  9 If you declare with your 

mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that 

you believe and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in 

him will never be put to shame.”[a] 12 For there 

is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the 

same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 

who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.”[b] 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have 

not believed in? And how can they believe in 

the one of whom they have not heard? And how 

can they hear without someone preaching to 

them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who bring good news!”[c] 

1 Peter 3:15 15 But in your hearts revere Christ 

as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 

to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect, 

 
Pray for the Lord to give each of us a 
heart of discernment about the future. 
 
Pray that there is a clear outcome from 
the discernment process of the church 
and that all may understand. 
 
Pray that we continue to advance the 
Gospel to every country, community 
and neighborhood in the world. 
 
Pray for God to be glorified through all 
that we do. 


