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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We trust you are having a blessed day.  

 

As many of you know, the United Methodist Church is going through a separation process that involves 

many of its churches all over the United States and the world. The “flashpoint” issue that is being 

communicated by many revolves around human sexuality and LGBTQ+ rights to marriage and 

leadership within the church. Unfortunately, this portrayal of the current issues within and between our 

churches is polarizing, and it raises emotions. At best, the issue of human sexuality is a subset or 

substitute of what we see as the real theological issues at every level of the UMC - pastors, churches, 

and denominational leaders. There is a strong movement coming from Bishops and other leaders away 

from Wesleyan Theology and the Book of Disciple tenants of our faith toward a progressive theology. 

Progressive theology teaches that cultural changes should dictate our understanding and relationship to 

God. Our “religion” must be reinvented every generation, leaning more on personal experiences and 

those experiences should be equal to God’s Word in authority.  

 

At Salem, our Statement of Faith adopted several years ago makes clear what we believe our theological 

identity to be regarding the Bible. We believe that the foundation of Christianity has been and must 

continue to be a belief in the authority of Scripture and the infallibility of God’s Word. We believe that 

the Holy Scriptures are without error. We also believe that Scripture is God-breathed; meaning God 

inspired its writers under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. As such, the Bible is the ultimate authority 

for life, faith and practice (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21). In other words, we should model our 

life based on this “ultimate authority,” not try to change or twist this authority to fit our lifestyle or 

secular culture. “His Word is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

 

Salem’s separation from the UMC will be put to a church membership vote later this Spring. As part of 

our discernment process, it is important to communicate that folks who want to remain members 

and followers of the United Methodist Church (UMC), will certainly be able to do so. As the dust 

settles with churches who are disaffiliating (splitting) from the UMC, there will be communications 

available relative to churches that will remain in the UMC. A good resource for this communication is 

Amy Haines, the District Superintendent of the Northwest Plains District. Her office number is (419) 

523-9901 and her email is ahaines@wocumc.org. 
 

We encourage you to do your own research on this matter, and to take part in our series of Q & A 

meetings and video sessions at Salem. As always, continue to read your Bible, pray, and follow the 

leading of the Holy Spirit to do what honors our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We pray that God richly 

blesses you.  

 

Bob Doxsey 

Chairman, Discernment Committee 
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