
Salem Cass United Methodist Church 
Considerations for Discernment / Disaffiliation from UMC  

 
 

1. Leadership determined that a discernment process was necessary for Salem Cass UMC due to 
changes in attitudes and actions of church officials of the UMC and Council of Bishops in relation 
to requirements and consequences relied upon by our church in the Book of Discipline. (This 
process began many years ago (approx. 2008) with a formulated “Vision Team” whose work was 
to prayerfully seek God’s guidance for the future of Salem Cass Church - within the UMC or 
outside of our continued affiliation.) 
 

2. A Statement of Faith was developed by leadership as an anchor for the local church to state the 
basis of our beliefs: a) the belief that the Bible in its entirety is the word of God inspired and 
written for all mankind to reveal the character of God and His plan for our salvation; b) that Jesus 
is the Son of God and was conceived by the work of the Holy Spirit into a body of flesh, yet sinless 
during His time on earth as both a man and God, and through His sacrificial death and bodily 
resurrection is the propitiation for our sin, and c) that sin creeps in to our culture and all sin is 
revealed in the scriptures, and that cultural acceptance of behavior does not change what God 
has revealed to us in His word. The vote on the Statement of Faith by the church membership 
passed by a vote margin of 57 to 7. 
 

3. Long term debates over differences between conservative and progressive Bishops, district 
superintendents and other church bodies led to a way forward review for the UMC. 
Consequently, at the 2019 General Conference an amical disaffiliation paragraph was added to 
the Book of Discipline (paragraph 2553). The disaffiliation process is outlined and enables local 
churches to begin the process of leaving the UMC with their church building, and property, at 
cost equal to 2 years of apportionment payments and a calculated cost for unfunded obligations 
(retirement benefits of former pastors). That total cost for Salem Cass Church is approximately 
$75,000. 
 

4. The disaffiliation process requires a church-wide period of discernment including documentation 
as to how the church prayerfully and thoroughly communicated with membership to reach a 
disaffiliation decision. The Servant Leader Board of Salem Cass Church voted unanimously to 
move forward with a period of discernment for our church, and the District Superintendent was 
notified of that intention.  
 

5. The Bishop and District Superintendent were provided a list of on-record members of Salem Cass 
Church and the calculated costs to the church should the result of the discernment and voting be 
to leave the UMC. Also provided by the District Superintendent was submission requirements 
prior to asking for a Church Conference for that vote, including:  
 
- a description for the discernment process used by our congregation, citing resources used 
- a description of the fruits and learnings realized through the discernment process 
- a description of the due diligence done to let people know they can still remain United 

Methodists, even if our church votes to leave. 
 
 



6. An invitation was given to all Salem Cass Church members to be a part of a special discernment 
committee. This committee had no number limits, all members interested have been included. 
The committee established a discernment process for the next several months before a 
disaffiliation vote will be brought before the full membership. Those steps include: 
 
- Bathing the process in prayer for wisdom, methods for communication, and compassion for 

all members including those of differing opinions 
 

- Designing of a townhall presentation that provides the background of the issues with a 
whiteboard pros and cons review (interactive with attendees) 

 
- A schedule has been set to conduct townhall/informational meetings on Sundays after 

worship or other times as determined 
 

- Providing of a 4-week prayer outline for the membership to follow and pray for upcoming 
decisions regarding disaffiliation 

 
a) Week 1 – Our Foundation  
b) Week 2 -  Mutual Love and Unity 
c) Week 3 -  Wisdom and Discernment 
d) Week 4 -  Our Future 

 
7. When all of these steps have been completed, submission of the documentation will be provided 

to the District Superintendent for approval, and a Church Conference and vote will be scheduled. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  


