
Dear Church Family, 
 

Here at Salem Church we are Christians first, our first and highest commitment is to Jesus Christ. 
And secondarily, less importantly, we are Christians who find ourselves part of a worldwide 
United Methodist Church.  
 

For the last few decades, The United Methodist Church has been deeply divided over numerous 
theological questions. There is a very deep fundamental disagreement about the authority of 
scripture, the fundamentals of Christian faith, and holding accountable pastors and bishops who 
have broken vows.  For these reasons the Servant Leader Board voted unanimously for Salem 
Church to enter into a time of Discernment, to look at our core Christian values and see if they 
continue to align with what is happening in the UMC.  This will be a church-wide time of 
Discernment, not just a few people or a committee. 
 

This process of discernment, in essence, began back when Rev. Ray Kane was our pastor, and the 
Vision Team and Servant Leader Board began meeting to discuss the future of the church. So, 
although this may seem like a new idea to some, these issues have been swirling around our 
denomination and local churches for years.  
 

So why now? In 2019, paragraph 2553 was added to the Book of Discipline which allows for a 
graceful exit where churches can retain their building, its contents and property without penalty 
until Dec. 31st, 2023. After that, it is unknown what disaffiliation terms might be.  The exit 
process must start now in order to take advantage of this type of graceful exit. 
 

The loudest disagreement, prompting many churches to enter a time of Discernment, has been 
on the issues of sexual ethics, same-sex marriage, and the ordination of non-celibate gay clergy. 
However this division in the UMC is not fundamentally about human sexuality, but actually 
about the authority of scripture and the core of Christian faith. Our church holds a traditional / 
historic theological understanding of Christianity and our theology comes from our understanding 
of God’s witness to us in the Bible.  From that understanding Salem Church developed and voted 
on a Statement of Faith that guides us.  Again, the dividing issues are: 
 

We have differences about what we believe regarding the Bible. 

--We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God revealing the love of 

God to the world.  1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; John 3:16.  (From Salem’s Statement of Faith) 

We have differences about what we believe about Jesus. 

--We believe in the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His 

vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood on the cross, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to 

the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory. Matthew 1:23; John 1:1-4 and 1:29; 

Acts 1:11 and 2:22-24; Romans 8:34; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 

1:1-4 and 4:15.  (From Salem’s Statement of Faith) 

We have differences about what we believe about sexuality. 



--We believe God’s plan for human sexuality is to be expressed only within the context of marriage, that God 

created man and woman as unique biological persons made to complete each other. God instituted monogamous 

marriage between male and female as the foundation of the family and the basic structure of human society.  

For this reason, we believe that marriage is exclusively the union of one genetic male and one genetic female. 

Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5-6; Mark 10:6-9; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9.  (From Salem’s Statement of 

Faith) 

Currently, the Book of Discipline confirms all of these beliefs included in our statement of faith, 
but there are many centrist and liberal pastors, seminary teachers and bishops who are 
promoting and allowing other interpretations that include denying the lordship of Christ, the 
authority of the scriptures, and the LGBTQ issues surrounding marriage and the ordaining of 
clergy. 
 

To hear of specific examples, see the Renfroe videos posted on our website, www.salemcass.org, 
under the “Discernment” tab. 
 

Nothing is going to change in the way we love and accept and invite everybody to follow Jesus as 
a part of this church family. We are going to be who we’ve always been. No matter how seasons 
change, we serve a God that remains the same. Day to day, Sunday to Sunday, in our mission and 
ministry, we simply are going to be who we've always been.  
 

Over the next few months Salem Church will enter into a process of Discernment regarding 
what’s next.   

Discern means to perceive, to apprehend clearly. 
 

Prayer will be in the fore-front, with a Prayer Guide to help lead us. 
Material will be available for those who wish to learn more. 
Meetings will happen so questions can be asked and discussions can take place. 
 

The Discernment Team is made up of volunteers who will report to the Servant Leader Board and 
will coordinate the sharing of information.  It consists of: 

Scott May, Pastor Parish Chair  Sharon Stacy, Treasurer 
Doug McVicker    Max Stacy 
Wendee McVicker    Karen Doxsey, Lay Leader 
Lori Eaton     Bob Doxsey, Servant Leader Board Chair 
Becky Pummell    

 

Questions and discussions are welcome as we navigate this next season for our church.  Let us 
not put this at the center of our faith or the life of our church. Jesus is the main thing, Jesus 
changes everything, and we will continue being a local church with our eyes fixed on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith.  
 

As we enter this next season with respect and grace, please be in regular prayer for our church 
and for our leadership as we stay committed to follow Jesus, Love God, Love People, and Serve 
the World. 
 

Let God be with us all, 
The Discernment Team 

http://www.salemcass.org/

