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 Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 18, 2026 

                                  10:30 am Contemporary 
 
AS WE GATHER 
People often speak about a person’s calling in life. They are describing a unique purpose or vocation 
according to interests and talents. Often, trying to determine a person’s “calling” or “destiny” is defined 
by some innate ability or giftedness found within ourselves, something we were born with or somehow 
born to do. 
 
Today we hear of God calling otherwise ordinary fishermen Andrew and his brother Simon Peter. They 
were called by God through John the Baptist to follow the Messiah, the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. They 
were called to be disciples and eventually to be sent on Christ’s mission as apostles. The prophet Isaiah 
says even the Savior, the servant of the Lord, was called from the womb by God, “that Israel might be 
gathered to Him,” and called “as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth” (Isaiah 49:5–6). Saul of Tarsus was “called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,” and 
Saul, now named Paul, reminds the church at Corinth and us that we are “called to be saints” 
(1 Corinthians 1:1–2). This calling differs from merely surveying interests or abilities within us; it comes to 
us from outside of ourselves, from the living God, our creator and Redeemer. This calling comes from 
God to everyone. It is the call of salvation, the divine call that transforms us from sinners into saints. 
Therefore, this calling depends not on anything within us but solely and totally on the grace and mercy 
and love of God. 
 
PRELUDE      
 
WELCOME  

 
OPENING SONG 
 
Joy Of The Lord 
 
Verse 1 
Though the tears may fall my song will rise 
My song will rise to You 
Though my heart may fail my song will rise 
My song will rise to You 
While there’s breath in my lungs 
I will praise You Lord 
 
Verse 2 
In the dead of night I’ll lift my eyes 
I’ll lift my eyes to You 
When the waters rise I’ll lift my eyes 
I’ll lift my eyes to You 
While there’s hope in this heart 
I will praise You Lord 
 
Chorus 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 
In the darkness I’ll dance 

In the shadows I’ll sing 
The joy of the Lord is my strength 
 
Verse 3 
When I cannot see You with my eyes 
Let faith arise to You 
When I cannot feel Your hand in mine 
Let faith arise to You 
God of mercy and love I will praise You Lord 
 
Verse 4 
Oh You shine with glory Lord of light 
I feel alive with You 
In Your presence now I come alive 
I am alive with You 
There is strength when I say 
I will praise You Lord 
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Bridge 
When sorrow comes my way 
You are the shield around me 
Always You remain 
My courage in the fight 

I hear You call my name Jesus I am coming 
Walking on the waves reaching for Your 
light 
 
CCLI Song #7047091 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Leader:       In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:       Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
SONG 
 
Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) 
   
All these pieces 
Broken and scattered 
In mercy gathered 
Mended and whole 
Empty handed 
But not forsaken 
I've been set free 
I've been set free 
  
Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
Oh I once was lost 
But now I am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
Oh I can see You now 
Oh I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life 
  
You take our failure 
You take our weakness 
You set Your treasure 
In jars of clay 
So take this heart Lord 
I'll be Your vessel 

The world to see Your life in me 
 
Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
Oh I once was lost 
But now I am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
Oh I can see You now 
Oh I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life 
 
Amazing grace 
How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
Oh I once was lost 
But now I am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
Oh I can see You now 
Oh I can see the love in Your eyes 
Laying Yourself down 
Raising up the broken to life 
  
CCLI Song # 7019974 
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SALUTATION 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, 
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all 
our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
READINGS 
Isaiah 49:1–7 
Listen to me, O coastlands, 
 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The LORD called me from the womb, 
 from the body of my mother he named my 
name. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
 in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
 I have spent my strength for nothing and 
vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the LORD, 
 and my recompense with my God.” 
And now the LORD says, 
 he who formed me from the womb to be 
his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him; 
 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 
 and my God has become my strength— 
he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant 
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
 that my salvation may reach to the end of 
the earth.” 
Thus says the LORD, 
 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 
nation, 
 the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
 princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen 
you.” 

 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 
 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both their Lord and ours: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you 
in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you 
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are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL 
John 1:29–42a 
 The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore 
witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I 
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus 
as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, 
“What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 
One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. 
 
Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON SONG 
 
Hymn Of Heaven 
 
How I long to breathe the air of Heaven 
Where pain is gone  
and mercy fills the streets 
To look upon the one who bled to save 
me 
And walk with Him for all eternity 
 
There will be a day 
When all will bow before Him 
There will be a day 
When death will be no more 
Standing face to face 
With He who died and rose again 
Holy holy is the Lord 
 
And every prayer we prayed in 
desperation 
The songs of faith 
We sang through doubt and fear 
In the end we’ll see that it was worth it 
When He returns to wipe away our tears 
 
There will be a day 
When all will bow before Him 
There will be a day 
When death will be no more 
Standing face to face 
With He who died and rose again 

Holy holy is the Lord 
 
And on that day we join the resurrection 
And stand beside the heroes of the faith 
With one voice a thousand generations 
Sing worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Forever He shall reign 
 
There will be a day 
When all will bow before Him 
There will be a day 
When death will be no more 
Standing face to face 
With He who died and rose again 
Holy holy is the Lord 
 
So let it be today 
We shout the hymn of Heaven 
With angels and the Saints 
We raise a mighty roar 
Glory to our God 
Who gave us life beyond the grave 
Holy holy is the Lord 
Holy holy is the Lord 
Holy holy is the Lord 
 
CCLI Song # 7168994 

 
SERMON          Pastor Eric Clausen 
      John 1:29–42a 
OFFERING  
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORDS PRAYER 
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
Leader:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and  

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." In the same 
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way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new  testament in My blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me." 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
People:    And also with you. 
 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 
What A Beautiful Name 
 
You were the Word at the beginning 
One with God the Lord Most High 
Your hidden glory in creation 
Now revealed in You our Christ 
 
What a beautiful Name it is 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
You didn't want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 
My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now 
 
What a wonderful Name it is 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is 
Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
 

Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring 
The praise of Your glory 
For You are raised to life again 
 
You have no rival 
You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 
Yours is the kingdom 
Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all names 
 
What a powerful Name it is 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is 
Nothing can stand against 
 
What a powerful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
What a wonderful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
What a beautiful Name it is 
The Name of Jesus 
 
CCLI Song # 7068424 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Leader:     Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again 

received the Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the 
true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and 
build up the Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Leader:   The LORD bless you and keep you. 
                  The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                  The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 
People:   Amen 
 

CLOSING SONG 

Battle Belongs 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is a mountain 
You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow 
Your love surrounds me 
There's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 
 
So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
O God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
O God the battle belongs to You 
 
And if You are for me 
Who can be against me 
For Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross 
God You see the empty tomb 
 
So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
O God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 

I'll sing through the night 
O God the battle belongs to You 
 
Almighty Fortress You go before us 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadows 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
 
Almighty Fortress You go before us 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadows 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
 
So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
O God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
O God the battle belongs to You 
 
O God the battle belongs to You 
 
CCLI Song # 7148126 
 

 



8 
 

DISMISSAL 
 
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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