
       Third Sunday of Easter 
       April 14, 2024 

                                8:00 am 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Luke reports that at seeing the resurrected Jesus, the disciples “disbelieved for joy” (24:41). The 
theme of rejoicing is woven throughout the Scriptures. The psalmist exhorts: “Shout for joy to 
God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise!” (66:1–2). The prophet 
Isaiah assures God’s people that they will have cause for rejoicing as he writes: “For the Lord 
comforts Zion; .  .  . joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song” 
(51:3). Paul writes to people who know of the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ on that first 
Easter day: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). The season of 
Easter is a time for joyous praise that begins now! 
 
PRELUDE  
   
WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN 
 
463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 
 
1 Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! 

Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia! 

 
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, 

Alleluia! 
Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 
Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

 

3 Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 
God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 
When contending death and life, 
Alleluia! 
Met in strange and awesome strife. 
Alleluia! 

 
4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 

All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! 
Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
 
Leader:       In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
People:      Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Leader: God’s Word tells us that if we say we have not sinned, we make God out to be a 

liar, and his Word is not in us. Knowing that one who keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become guilty of all of it, let’s take a few moments to call to mind 
those times during this past week where we have fallen short of God’s standard in 
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds. 
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TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May 
the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
People: Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
822 Alleluia! Let Praises Ring 
 
4 Alleluia! Let praises ring! 

Unto our triune God we sing; 
    Blest be His name forever! 
With angel hosts let us adore 
And sing His praises evermore 
    For all His grace and favor! 
        Singing, ringing: 
    Holy, holy, 
    God is holy; 
        Spread the story 
Of our God, the Lord of glory! 

Text: Public domain 

 
SALUTATION 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:         Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant 
to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual 
gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
People: Amen. 
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READINGS 
 
FIRST READING 
Acts 3:11–21 
 While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran 
together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. And when Peter saw it he 
addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But 
you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and 
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his 
name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith 
that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 
 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God 
foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent 
therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come 
from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom 
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets long ago.” 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING 
1 John 3:1–7 
 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, 
we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus 
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 
know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 
keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL 
Luke 24:36–49 
 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, 
“Peace to you!” But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. And he 
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? See my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. And 
while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them. 
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 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it 
is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of 
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
 

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 
725 Children of the Heavenly Father 
 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 
2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: Public domain 
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SERMON        “Children of God”                          Pastor Eric Clausen 
                                                                    1 John 3:1-7  
OFFERING 
   
LORDS PRAYER     
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  

   He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;  
   this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
   thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new  
   testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,  
   as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI  
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
    For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

 
3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
    For Thou my faithful shepherd 
art: Refrain 

 
4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

 
5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000302 
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566 By Grace I’m Saved 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and 
boundless; 
    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 

 
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

    Our works and conduct have no 
worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 

 
3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit 
    That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav’nly 
throne. 

 
4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
    What in His Word our God commands, 
Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace—grace through His 
Son. 

 
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

Text: Public domain 

 

528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

    My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
    The triumphs of His grace! 

 
2 My gracious Master and my God, 

    Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, 
    The honors of Thy name. 

 
3 Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

    That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
    ’Tis life and health and peace. 

 
4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

    He sets the pris’ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 
    His blood avails for me. 

 
5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
    Be justified by grace. 

 
6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 
His soul was once an off’ring made 
    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 
7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 
By saints below and saints above, 
    The Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

 



7 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Leader:    Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received the  

Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and build up the 
Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Leader:   The LORD bless you and keep you. 
                  The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                  The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 
People:   Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 
482 This Joyful Eastertide 
 
1 This joyful Eastertide 

    Away with sin and sorrow! 
My love, the Crucified, 
    Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain 

 
ref Had Christ, who once was slain, 

    Not burst His three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
    But now has Christ arisen, 
    arisen, arisen; 
    But now has Christ arisen! 

 
2 Death’s flood has lost its chill 

    Since Jesus crossed the river; 
Lover of souls, from ill 
    My passing soul deliver: Refrain 

 
3 My flesh in hope shall rest 

    And for a season slumber 
Till trump from east to west 
    Shall wake the dead in number: 
Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Leader: Go in peace serve the Lord 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

 
                               Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. 

Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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