Third Sunday of Easter
April 14, 2024
10:30 am

AS WE GATHER

Luke reports that at seeing the resurrected Jesus, the disciples “disbelieved for joy” (24:41). The
theme of rejoicing is woven throughout the Scriptures. The psalmist exhorts: “Shout for joy to
God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise!” (66:1-2). The prophet
Isaiah assures God's people that they will have cause for rejoicing as he writes: “For the Lord
comforts Zion; . . . joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song"
(51:3). Paul writes to people who know of the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ on that first
Easter day: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). The season of
Easter is a time for joyous praise that begins now!

PRELUDE
WELCOME
OPENING SONG

Here | Am To Worship

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness
Opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that made

This heart adore You

Hope of a life spent with You

So, here | am to worship

Here | am to bow down

Here | am to say that You're my God
You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

King of all days

Oh so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above
Humbly You came

To the earth You created

All for love's sake became poor

So, here | am to worship
Here | am to bow down
Here | am to say that You're my God

You're altogether lovely
Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross
I'll never know how much it cost
To see my sin upon that cross

So, here | am to worship

Here | am to bow down

Here | am to say that You're my God
You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

So, here | am to worship

Here | am to bow down

Here | am to say that You're my God
You're altogether lovely

Altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me
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INVOCATION

Leader:
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
SONG
Holy Spirit

There's nothing worth more that will ever come
close

No thing can compare You're our living hope
Your Presence, Lord

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame
is undone

In Your Presence Lord

Holy Spirit You are welcome here

Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord
Your Presence Lord

There's nothing worth more that will ever come
close

No thing can compare You're our living hope
Your Presence

I've tasted and seen of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free and my shame
is undone

In Your Presence Lord

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Holy Spirit You are welcome here

Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord
Your Presence Lord

Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness

Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness

Let us become more aware of Your Presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness,
Lord

Holy Spirit You are welcome here

Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord

Holy Spirit You are welcome here

Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord

CCLI Song #6087919



SALUTATION

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant
to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual
gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, nhow and forever.

People: Amen.

FIRST READING
Acts 3:111-21

While [the lame man who was nhow healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran
together to them in the portico called Solomon's, astounded. And when Peter saw it he
addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you
delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But
you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his
name—>by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith
that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.

“And now, brothers, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God
foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent
therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the
mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
1John 3:1-7

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No
one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen
him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.



Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 24:36-49

As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to
them, “Peace to you!" But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a
spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does
not have flesh and bones as you see that | have.” And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling,
he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
and he took it and ate before them.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And
behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you
are clothed with power from on high.”

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also
for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE



SERMON SONG

Firm Foundation (He Won't)

Christ is my firm foundation

The rock on which | stand

When everything around me is shaken
I've never been more glad

That | put my faith in Jesus

He's never let me down

He's faithful through generations

So why would He fail now

He won't He won't

I've still got joy in chaos

I've got peace that makes no sense
| won't be going under

I'm not held by my own strength
I've built my life on Jesus

And He's never let me down

He's faithful through every season
So why would He fail now

He won't He won't

He won't fail

He won't fail

He won’t, no He won’t
He won't fail

He won't fail

Christ is my firm foundation

The rock on which | stand

When everything around me is shaken
I've never been more glad

That | put my faith in Jesus

He's never let me down
He's faithful through generations
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“Children of God”
1John 3:1-7

So why would He fail now

He won't, no He won't
He won't fail
He won't fail

Rain came and wind blew

But my house was built on You
I'm safe with You

I'm going to make it through
Rain came and wind blew

But my house was built on You
I'm safe with You

I'm going to make it through

Yeah I'm going to make it through
'‘Cause I'm standing strong on You
Yeah I'm going to make it through
‘Cause my house is built on You

Christ is my firm foundation

The rock on which | stand

When everything around me is shaken
I've never been more glad

That | put my faith in Jesus

He's never let me down

He's faithful through generations

So why would He fail now

He won't He won't
He won't fail
He won't fail no He won't
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WORDS OF OUR LORD

Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

"Take,

eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." In the same
way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

THE PEACE OF THE LORD

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: And also with you.

SONG

Gratitude

All my words fall short
| got nothing new
How could | express
All my gratitude

| could sing these songs
As | often do

But every song must end
And You never do

So | throw up my hands

And praise You again and again
‘Cause all that | have is a hallelujah,
Hallelujah

And | know it's not much

But I've nothing else fit for a king
Except for a heart singing hallelujah
Hallelujah

I've got one response

I've got just one move

With my arms stretched wide
| will worship You

So | throw up my hands

And praise You again and again
‘Cause all that | have is a hallelujah,
Hallelujah

And | know it's not much

But I've nothing else fit for a king
Except for a heart singing hallelujah
Hallelujah

Come on my soul
Oh don’t you get shy on me

Lift up your song
‘Cause you've got a lion inside of those lungs
Get up and praise the Lord

Come on my soul

Oh don’t you get shy on me

Lift up your song

‘Cause you've got a lion inside of those lungs
Get up and praise the Lord

Come on my soul

Oh don’t you get shy on me

Lift up your song

‘Cause you've got a lion inside of those lungs
Get up and praise the Lord

So | throw up my hands

And praise You again and again
‘Cause all that | have is a hallelujah,
Hallelujah

And | know it's not much

But I've nothing else fit for a king
Except for a heart singing hallelujah
Hallelujah

So | throw up my hands

And praise You again and again
‘Cause all that | have is a hallelujah,
Hallelujah

And | know it's not much

But I've nothing else fit for a king
Except for a heart singing hallelujah
Hallelujah
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Leader: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received
the Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and
build up the Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

People: Amen
CLOSING SONG

Graves Into Gardens

| searched the world

but it couldn't fill me

Man's empty praise

and treasures that fade

Are never enough

Then You came along

and put me back together

And every desire is now satisfied
here in Your love

Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You
Lord there's nothing

Nothing is better than You

I'm not afraid to show You my weakness
My failures and flaws

Lord You've seen them all

And You still call me friend

'‘Cause the God of the mountain

Is the God of the valley

And there's not a place
Your mercy and grace
won't find me again

Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You
Lord there's nothing

Nothing is better than You

Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You
Lord there's nothing

Nothing is better than You

You turn mourning to dancing
You give beauty for ashes
You turn shame into glory
You're the only one who can

You turn mourning to dancing
You give beauty for ashes



You turn shame into glory
You're the only one who can
You're the only one who can

Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You
Lord there's nothing

Nothing is better than You

Oh there's nothing better than You
There's nothing better than You

Lord there's nothing
Nothing is better than You

DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace serve the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

You turn graves into gardens
You turn bones into armies

You turn seas into highways
You're the only one who can

You turn graves into gardens
You turn bones into armies

You turn seas into highways
You're the only one who can
You're the only one who can
You're the only one who can
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Ead

See what love the
Father has given us,
that we should be
called children of God.

1 John 3:1, NRSV




