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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 14, 2025 

8:00 am 
 

AS WE GATHER 
The charge against Jesus was always the same—He keeps the wrong company. But Jesus has 
come for sinners, and if you are not a sinner, He does not have anything for you. To emphasize 
why He has come, our Lord tells the stories of ninety-nine sheep left behind to find one who is 
lost and a woman who rejoices over finding one lost coin. You are that lost sheep and lost coin 
for whom Christ has come and in whom heaven rejoices. Jesus has come for you and for you 
He has offered Himself upon the cross and been laid in the tomb. This is the heavenly joy of the 
angels above, and it is our earthly joy as well. Christ came for us! 
 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME 

 
OPENING HYMN 
 
907 God Himself Is Present 
 
1 God Himself is present: 

    Let us now adore Him 
    And with awe appear before Him. 
God is in His temple; 
    All within keep silence; 
    Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 
He alone 
On His throne 
    Is our God and Savior; 
    Praise His name forever! 

 
2 God Himself is present: 

    Hear the harps resounding; 
    See the hosts the throne surrounding. 
“Holy, holy, holy!” 
    Hear the hymn ascending, 

    Songs of saints and angels blending. 
Bow Your ear 
To us here: 
    Hear, O Christ, the praises 
    That Your Church now raises. 

 
3 Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

    Purify my spirit, 
    Trusting only in Your merit. 
Like the holy angels, 
    Worshiping before You, 
    May I ceaselessly adore You. 
Let Your will 
Ever still 
    Rule Your Church terrestrial 
    As the hosts celestial. 

Text: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Leader:       In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
  
People:      Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Leader: God’s Word tells us that if we say we have not sinned, we make God out to be a 

liar, and his Word is not in us. Knowing that one who keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become guilty of all of it, let’s take a few moments to call to mind 
those times during this past week where we have fallen short of God’s standard in 
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds. 

 
TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
790 v. 1&2 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 

King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your 
health and salvation! 
    Let all who hear 
    Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is 
wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, 
sustaining. 
    Have you not seen 
    All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 
Text: Public domain 

SALUTATION 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 
People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Leader:         Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and 
preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads 
to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
READINGS 
 
FIRST READING 
Ezekiel 34:11–24 
 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 
out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, 
so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out from the peoples 
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed 
them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I 
will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing 
land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie 
down, declares the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them in justice. 
 “As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, 
between rams and male goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you 
must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you 
must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? And must my sheep eat what you have 
trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 
 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak 
with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, I will rescue my flock; they shall no 
longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. And I will set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the 
LORD; I have spoken.” 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING 
1 Timothy 1:12–17 
 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, 
appointing me to his service, though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent 
opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of 
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
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sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL 
Luke 15:1–10 
 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
 So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until 
he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and 
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON HYMN 
 
515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 

    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising 
    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
    At midnight comes the cry. 

 
2 The watchers on the mountain 

    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches 
    With alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; 
    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; 
    The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience 
    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever 
    When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory 
    The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him 
    Their diadems of gold. 

 
4 Our hope and expectation, 

    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, 
    We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption 
    That sets Your people free! 

Text: Public domain 

 
SERMON              “The Chase”                      Pastor Eric Clausen  
                                                                         Luke 15:1–10 
OFFERING  
 
LORDS PRAYER    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  

   He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;  
   this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
   thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new  
   testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,  
   as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
 
1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 

Ever glad at heart I am; 
For my Shepherd gently guides me, 
Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, 
Even calls me by my name. 

 
2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 
When I thirst, He bids me go 
Where the quiet waters flow. 

 
3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 
And when my short life is ended, 
By His angel host attended, 
He shall fold me to His breast, 
There within His arms to rest. 

Text: Public domain 

763 When Peace, like a River 

1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my 
way; 
    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me 
to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. 
Refrain 

 
ref It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though 

trials should come, 
    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless 
estate 

    And hath shed His own blood for my 
soul. Refrain 

 
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious 

thought; 
    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no 
more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my 
soul! Refrain 

 
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith 

shall be sight, 
    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord 
shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 
    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 
    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 
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3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 

 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 
    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000302 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Leader:    Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received the  

Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and build up the 
Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
forever. 
 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Leader:   The LORD bless you and keep you. 
                  The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                  The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 
People:   Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 
785 We Praise You, O God 
 
1 We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, 

Creator; 
    In grateful devotion our tribute we 
bring. 
We lay it before You, we kneel and 
adore You; 
    We bless Your holy name, glad 
praises we sing. 

 
2 We worship You, God of our fathers, we 

bless You; 
    Through trial and tempest our guide 
You have been. 

When perils o’ertake us, You will not 
forsake us, 
    And with Your help, O Lord, our 
struggles we win. 

 
3 With voices united our praises we offer 

    And gladly our songs of thanksgiving 
we raise. 
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong 
arm will guide us. 
    To You, our great Redeemer, forever 
be praise! 

Text: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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