
       Second Sunday of Easter 
       April 7, 2024 

                                8:00 am 
 

AS WE GATHER 
When Thomas finally met Jesus, alive again after Easter, he went from demanding proof to a 
personal confession of faith, “My Lord and my God.” It would have been a different story had 
the news been false. The rest of the Jerusalem congregation truly exhibited Easter faith when 
they became a welcoming community, one that shared with newcomers whatever they 
needed. The news was unbelievable, but so were the responses—in word and deed as faith 
saw the freeing truth: we need fear nothing, not even death. We have heard the news as well. 
How shall we respond? 
 
PRELUDE  
   
WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN 
 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 
1 Crown Him with many crowns, 

    The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
    All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
    Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king 
    Through all eternity. 

 
2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 

    The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
    Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
    Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
    The babe of Bethlehem. 

 
3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 

    Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
    In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 

    Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring 
eyes 
    At mysteries so bright. 

 
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 

    Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
    For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
    Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
    And lives that death may die. 

 
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

    Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
    The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown Him with many crowns 
    As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
    For He is king of all. 

Text: Public domain 
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INVOCATION 
 
Leader:       In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
People:      Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Leader: God’s Word tells us that if we say we have not sinned, we make God out to be a 

liar, and his Word is not in us. Knowing that one who keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become guilty of all of it, let’s take a few moments to call to mind 
those times during this past week where we have fallen short of God’s standard in 
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds. 

 
TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May 
the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
People: Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
This is the Feast LSB 171 
 
Leader: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
People: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 

God. Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory 
are His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun His 
reign. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
SALUTATION 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:         Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
READINGS 
 
FIRST READING 
Acts 4:32–35 
 The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any 
of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. And with 
great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid 
it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING 
1 John 1:1—2:2 
 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life 
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard 
we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so 
that our joy may be complete. 
 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL 
John 20:19–31 
 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his 
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe.” 
 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in 
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only 
son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 
470 v. 1-4 & 9 O Sons and Daughters of the King 
1 O sons and daughters of the King, 

Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave has lost its sting! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
2 That Easter morn, at break of day, 

The faithful women went their way 
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 An angel clad in white they see, 
Who sits and speaks unto the three, 
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
4 That night the_apostles met in fear; 

Among them came their master dear 
And said, “My peace be with you here.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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9 On this most holy day of days 
Be laud and jubilee and praise: 

To God your hearts and voices raise. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 
SERMON      “True Peace”       Pastor Bill Brunold 

John 20:19-31 
OFFERING 
   
LORDS PRAYER     
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  

   He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;  
   this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
   thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new  
   testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,  
   as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI  
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the 
sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
    Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 
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6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 

 
In Christ Alone 
 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
 
Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 

 
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
 
Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

CCLI Song # 3350395 
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 461459 

 
 
537 Beautiful Savior 
 
1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Truly I’d love Thee, 
    Truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 
2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

    Jesus is fairer, 
    Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 
3 Fair is the sunshine, 

    Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
    Jesus shines brighter, 
    Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 
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4 Beautiful Savior, 
    Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

Text: Public domain 

 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Leader:    Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received the  

Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and build up the 
Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Leader:   The LORD bless you and keep you. 
                  The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                  The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
People:   Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 
474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 
1 Alleluia! 

Jesus is risen! 
    Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, 
Heaven forever! 
    Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
Refrain 

 
ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, 

Christ in the center 
    Telling the story to open our eyes; 
Breaking our bread, 
Giving us glory: 
    Jesus our blessing, our constant 
surprise. Refrain 

 
3 Jesus the vine, 

We are the branches; 
    Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, 
Christ to the people, 
    Gift of the future now flowing to me. 
Refrain 

 
4 Weeping, be gone; 

Sorrow, be silent: 
    Death put asunder, and Easter is 
bright. 
Cherubim sing: 
“O grave, be open!” 
    Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. 
Refrain 

 
5 City of God, 

Easter forever, 
    Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
River of life, 
Saints and archangels, 
    Sing with creation to God the I AM! 
Refrain 

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000302 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Leader: Go in peace serve the Lord 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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