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AS WE GATHER
We are blessed with many freedoms in this country. We have freedom of speech. We have
freedom of religion, with the freedom to assemble. We live in the “land of the free and the
home of the brave.” It is easy to rely on our citizenship for proof of our freedom. In that way, we
are like the Jewish people at the time of Jesus. They relied on their Abrahamic lineage for
freedom, recalling the covenant God made with Abraham and his descendants. While these
national freedoms are great blessings, in the Holy Gospel, Jesus points out that for true
freedom, one must be free from slavery to sin. Only in Christ is anyone truly free.

PRELUDE “A Mighty Fortress” Brass
WELCOME
CHOIR/BRASS “Christ is the Rock”

PROCESSIONAL - At the conclusion of the choir anthem, please stand and direct your attention
to the cross at the rear of the sanctuary.

OPENING HYMN

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Choir Intro

Verse 1

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;

Our helper He, amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe.
His craft and pow'r are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Verse 2:

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing,

Were not the right Man on our side,
The man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it is He;

Lord Sabaoth His name,

From age to age the same,

And He must win the battle.

Verse 3:

And though this world, with devils filled,

Should threaten to undo us,

We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us.

The Prince of Darkness grim,

We tremble not for him;

His rage we can endure,

For lo, his doom is sure;

One little word shall fell him.

Instrumental Interlude

Verse 4:

That word above all earthly powers,
No thanks to them, abideth;

The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,

This mortal life also;

The body they may kill;

God's truth abideth still;

His kingdom is forever.

Choir ending



INVOCATION

Leader: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader: God's Word tells us that if we say we have not sinned, we make God out to be a
liar, and his Word is not in us. Knowing that one who keeps the whole law but fails
in one point has become guilty of all of it, let’s take a few moments to call to mind
those times during this past week where we have fallen short of God's standard in
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds.

TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION

Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May
the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

People: Amen
HYMN OF PRAISE
This Is the Feast LSB 171

Leader: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

People: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of
God. Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and glory
are His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun His
reign. Alleluia, alleluia.

SALUTATION

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: Let us pray.
O God of glory, we worship You who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water. We worship You who freely forgives us through the propitiation
of Jesus’ blood, which justifies us freely by Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one
God, world without end.

People: Amen.

READINGS
FIRST READING
Revelation 14:6-7

Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with
a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by
works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of
law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith
apart from works of the law.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL
John 8:31-36

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We
are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You
will become free'?" Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who commits sin
is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.



NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord
and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN
578 v. 1-4 Thy Strong Word

1 Thy strong word did cleave the
darkness;
At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee,
While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

2 Lo, onthose who dwelt in darkness,
Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,
Breathed Thine own life-breathing
breath.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;

Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory,
And our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

From the cross Thy wisdom shining

Breaketh forth in conqu'ring might;
From the cross forever beameth

All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000302

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

SERMON “Solely Jesus” Pastor Eric Clausen
John 8:31-36
OFFERING “Grace” Choir

INSTALLATION OF NEW MEMBERS

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH



HOLY COMMUNION

WORDS OF OUR LORD

Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

THE PEACE OF THE LORD

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: And also with you.
AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence

And with fear and trembling stand;

Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand

Christ our God to earth descending
Comes our homage to demand.

2 King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav'nly food.

Text: Public domain

633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide
Flowing from His piercéd side.

Alleluia!

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow'rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.

4 At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine
Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast—
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

Alleluia!



3 Where the paschal blood is poured,

Death’s dread angel sheathes the

sword,;

Israel’s hosts triumphant go

Through the wave that drowns the foe.
Alleluia!

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, paschal bread;
With sincerity and love
Eat we manna from above.
Alleluia!

Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie;

You have conquered in the fight,

You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

629 What Is This Bread

1

What is this bread?
Christ's body risen from the dead:
This bread we break,
This life we take,
Was crushed to pay for our release.
O taste and see—the Lord is peace.

What is this wine?

The blood of Jesus shed for mine;
The cup of grace
Brings His embrace

Of life and love until | sing!

O taste and see—the Lord is King.

So who am |,

That | should live and He should die
Under the rod?
My God, my God,

740 | Am Jesus’ Little Lamb

1

I am Jesus' little lamb,

Ever glad at heart | am;

For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,

6 Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.

Alleluia!

Text: Public domain

Why have You not forsaken me?
O taste and see—the Lord is free.

4 Yetis God here?
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear,
In mouth and soul
He makes us whole—
Christ, truly present in this meal.
O taste and see—the Lord is real.

5 Isthis for me?
| am forgiven and set free!
| do believe
That | receive
His very body and His blood.
O taste and see—the Lord is good.

Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000302

Loves me ev'ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.



2 Day by day, at home, away, 3 Who so happy as | am,
Jesus is my staff and stay. Even now the Shepherd's lamb?
When | hunger, Jesus feeds me, And when my short life is ended,
Into pleasant pastures leads me; By His angel host attended,
When | thirst, He bids me go He shall fold me to His breast,
Where the quiet waters flow. There within His arms to rest.

Text: Public domain

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE - LSB 181

People: Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Leader: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received the
Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and build up the
Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Leader: The LoRD bless you and keep you.
The LorD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LorD look upon you with favor and give you peace.
People: Amen

CLOSING HYMN
575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

1

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own | claim

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

ref On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,

I rest on His unchanging grace;

In ev'ry high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

Text: Public domain

His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;

When ev'ry earthly prop gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

When He shall come with trumpet
sound,

Oh, may | then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne!
Refrain



DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace serve the Lord
People: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4.
Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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