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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 16, 2025 

8:00 am 
 

AS WE GATHER 
One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith can be summed up in the word “near.” “Near” 
can indicate something that is almost here but hasn’t yet arrived. And at the same time, “near” 
can point to something already with us, like those “near and dear” to our hearts. The word 
“near” resounds with feelings of the here and now and the not quite yet. Today in worship, Your 
Savior, Jesus, is near! He is present in the here and now, delivering grace upon grace. And He is 
on His way, bringing the fullness of His freedom. Praise the God who comes near in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord! 
 
PRELUDE      
 
WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN 
 
892 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
 
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God’s own temple, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
2 All the world is God’s own field, 

Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

3 For the Lord, our God, shall come 
And shall take His harvest home, 
From His field shall in that day 
All offenses purge away, 
Give His angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In His garner evermore. 

 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 

To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In Thy garner to abide: 
Come with all Thine angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

Text: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Leader:       In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
People:      Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Leader: God’s Word tells us that if we say we have not sinned, we make God out to be a 

liar, and his Word is not in us. Knowing that one who keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become guilty of all of it, let’s take a few moments to call to mind 
those times during this past week where we have fallen short of God’s standard in 
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds. 

 
TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Let us confess our sins to God our Father 
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
790 v. 1&2 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 

King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your 
health and salvation! 
    Let all who hear 
    Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is 
wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, 
sustaining. 
    Have you not seen 
    All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

Text: Public domain 

 
SALUTATION 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Leader:         Let us pray. 

O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and 
precious promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever in Your Son, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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READINGS 
 
FIRST READING 
Malachi 4 
  “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the sun of 
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the 
stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, 
on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded 
him at Horeb for all Israel. 
 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 
comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their 
fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING 
2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 
 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away 
from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you 
received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not 
idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil 
and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. It was not 
because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. For even 
when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let 
him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but 
busybodies. Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do 
their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 
 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL 
Luke 21:5–19 
 While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and 
offerings, [Jesus] said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not 
be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And they asked him, 
“Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to 
take place?” And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, 
saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars 
and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at 
once.” 
 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be 
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terrors and great signs from heaven. But before all this they will lay their hands on you and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought 
before kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 
Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a 
mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. You 
will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you 
they will put to death. You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your head 
will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives. 
 
Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only 
son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON HYMN 
 
809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my 

Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with 
Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, 
they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt 
be. Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy 

faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I 
see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath 
provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto 
me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and 

harvest, 
    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses 
above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and 
love. Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that 

endureth, 
    Thine own dear presence to cheer and 
to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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SERMON     “Do Not Be Terrified”                           Pastor Eric Clausen 
                                                                                Luke 21:5-19 
 
OFFERING        “Clap Your Hands”                                                       Choir 
 
LORDS PRAYER    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when  

   He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;  
   this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me." 
   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  
   thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new  
   testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,  
   as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
 
Leader:    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

    Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us 
    And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
    Pilgrims here, our home above, 
    Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
    I shall follow where You guide. 

 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 
Joy will follow all our sadness; 
    Where He is, there is no loss. 
Though today we sow no laughter, 

    We shall reap celestial joy; 
    All discomforts that annoy 
Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 
    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

    Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
    Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
    That would lead us into sin; 
    And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
    Jesus, here with You I die, 
    There to live with You on high. 
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4 Let us also live with Jesus. 
    He has risen from the dead 
That to life we may awaken. 
    Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 

    Where You live, there we shall be 
    In Your presence constantly, 
Living there with You forever. 
    Jesus, let me faithful be, 
    Life eternal grant to me. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000302 

 

628 Your Table I Approach 
 
1 Your table I approach; 

    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Let not an unrepentant heart 
    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 
2 Lord, I confess my sins 

    And mourn their wretched bands; 
A contrite heart is sure to find 
    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

 
3 Your body and Your blood, 

    Once slain and shed for me, 
Are taken at Your table, Lord, 
    In blest reality. 

4 Search not how this takes place, 
    This wondrous mystery; 
God can accomplish vastly more 
    Than what we think could be. 

 
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 
6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Leader:    Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received the  

Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and build up the 
Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
forever. 
 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Leader:   The LORD bless you and keep you. 
                  The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                  The LORD look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 
People:   Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 
785 We Praise You, O God 
 
1 We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, 

Creator; 
    In grateful devotion our tribute we 
bring. 
We lay it before You, we kneel and 
adore You; 
    We bless Your holy name, glad 
praises we sing. 

 
2 We worship You, God of our fathers, we 

bless You; 
    Through trial and tempest our guide 
You have been. 

When perils o’ertake us, You will not 
forsake us, 
    And with Your help, O Lord, our 
struggles we win. 

 
3 With voices united our praises we offer 

    And gladly our songs of thanksgiving 
we raise. 
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong 
arm will guide us. 
    To You, our great Redeemer, forever 
be praise! 

Text: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Leader: Go in peace, serve the Lord 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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