Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 19, 2025
8:00 am

AS WE GATHER

From an early age, many of us learned that persistent pestering is rude, as parents make this
clear to children who repeatedly ask for the same things over and over. We are thankful that
our heavenly Father never grows weary of our asking Him for what we need, no matter how
repetitive our requests may be. As we see in Jacob’s persistent proclamation, “l will not let You
go unless You bless me" (Genesis 32:26), in Paul's exhortation to continually persist in what we
have learned and believed (2 Timothy 3:14), and in Jesus’ parable of the persistent widow (Luke
18:1-8), we know we can bring all things to our heavenly Father persistently in prayer, trusting
through it all that His will would be done.

PRELUDE

CHOIR “Mighty God"
WELCOME

OPENING HYMN

875 Father, We Praise Thee

1 Father, we praise Thee, now the night is wholeness sending;
over, Bring us to heaven, where Thy saints
Active and watchful, stand we all before united
Thee; Joy without ending.
Singing, we offer prayer and meditation:
Thus we adore Thee. 3 All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit,
Trinity blesséd, send us Thy salvation;
2 Monarch of all things, fit us for Thy Thine is the glory, gleaming and
mansions; resounding
Banish our weakness, health and Through all creation.
INVOCATION

Leader: Inthe name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader:

God's Word tells us that if we say we have not sinned, we make God out to be a
liar, and his Word is not in us. Knowing that one who keeps the whole law but fails
in one point has become guilty of all of it, let's take a few moments to call to mind
those times during this past week where we have fallen short of God's standard in
our thoughts, our words, and our deeds.

TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION

Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

Let us confess our sins to God our Father

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE

790 v. 1&2 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is
King of creation! wondrously reigning
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting,
health and salvation! sustaining.
Let all who hear Have you not seen
Now to His temple draw near, All that is needful has been
Joining in glad adoration! Sent by His gracious ordaining?
SALUTATION
Leader: The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have
promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern
our hearts in all things that we may persevere with steadfast faith in the
confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

READINGS

FIRST READING
Genesis 32:22-30

The same night [Jacobl arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream,
and everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until
the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched
his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let
me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “l will not let you go unless you bless me.” And
he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you
ask my name?" And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel,
saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.

| charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, always be sober-minded, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 18:1-8

[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.
He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And
there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my
adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though | neither fear God
nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will give her justice, so that she
will not beat me down by her continual coming.”™ And the Lord said, “Hear what the
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and
night? Will he delay long over them? | tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES' CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only
son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN
718 Jesus, Lead Thou On

1 Jesus, lead Thou on
Till our rest is won,;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.

2 If the way be drear,
If the foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o'ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many_a woe
To our home we go.

Text: Public domain

3 When we seek relief

From a long-felt grief,
When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring.
Show us that bright shore
Where we weep no more.

Jesus, lead Thou on
Till our rest is won.
Heav'nly leader, still direct us,
Still support, console, protect us,
Till we safely stand
In our fatherland.



SERMON “Don't Give Up” Deacon Mike Sander
Luke 18:1-8

OFFERING “When We Pray” Choir

LORDS PRAYER

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

HOLY COMMUNION

WORDS OF OUR LORD

Leader: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

THE PEACE OF THE LORD

Leader:

People: And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

1

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our
wounds,
And drives away our fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole
And calms the heart’'s unrest;
"Tis manna to the hungry soul
And to the weary, rest.

Dear name! The rock on which | build,
My shield and hiding place;

My never-failing treasury filled
With boundless stores of grace.

Text: Public domain

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King,

My Lord, my life, my way, my end,
Accept the praise | bring.

How weak the effort of my heart,
How cold my warmest thought!

But when | see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as | ought.

Till then | would Thy love proclaim
With ev'ry fleeting breath;

And may the music of Thy name
Refresh my soul in death!



709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 4 Indeath’'s dark vale | fear noill
Whose goodness faileth never; With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
I nothing lack if | am His Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
And He is mine forever. Thy cross before to guide me.
2 Where streams of living water flow, 5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
My ransomed soul He leadeth Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, where the verdant pastures grow, And, oh, what transport of delight
With food celestial feedeth. From Thy pure chalice floweth!
3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed, 6 And so through all the length of days
But yet in love He sought me Thy goodness faileth never;
And on His shoulder gently laid Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
And home rejoicing brought me. Within Thy house forever!

Text: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Leader: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, we give thanks that we have again received the
Body and blood of Christ, the bread from heaven. Keep us firm in the true faith
throughout our days of pilgrimage, that we speak the truth in love and build up the
Body of Christ until that day we see You face-to-face; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Leader: The LoRD bless you and keep you.
The LorD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The LorD look upon you with favor and give you peace.

People: Amen



CLOSING HYMN

527 O Savior, Precious Savior

1

O Savior, precious Savior,
Whom yet unseen we love;

O name of might and favor,
All other names above,

We worship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee, O Christ, we sing;

We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our holy Lord and King.

O bringer of salvation,
Who wondrously hast wrought
Thyself the revelation
Of love beyond our thought,
We worship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our gracious Lord and King.

DISMISSAL

Leader:

People:

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Go in peace, serve the Lord

3

In Thee all fullness dwelleth,
All grace and pow'r divine;

The glory that excelleth,
O Son of God, is Thine.

We worship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee, O Christ, we sing;

We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our glorious Lord and King.

O grant the consummation
Of this our song above
In endless adoration
And everlasting love;
Then shall we praise and bless Thee
Where perfect praises ring,
And evermore confess Thee,
Our Savior and our King!

Text: Public domain
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