
Governing with God Session #2 

Review Session One- God is in Heaven looking for willing participants to govern in 

earthly affairs. (2 Chronicles 18:18-22; Isaiah 6; Zechariah 3) 

Isaiah 40:31 

But those who wait upon the LORD will renew their strength; they will mount up 

with wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 

faint. 

(2) The Complete Word Study Dictionary 

Wait-Hebrew-qawah 

A verb meaning to wait for, to look for, to hope for. The root meaning is that of 

twisting or winding a strand of cord or rope, but it is uncertain how that root 

meaning relates to the idea of hope. The word is used to signify depending on and 

ordering activities around a future event. 

 

Webster’s Dictionary 

Twist- to unite by winding; to mingle by interlacing 

Interlacing- intertwining 

Twining- weave 

Entangle- to wrap or twist together 

 

Psalm 37:9 for evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait on the Lord, they 

shall inherit the earth. 

 

 

 

 



 

2 Timothy 2:4 

New International Version 

No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to 

please his commanding officer. 

 

New Living Translation 

Soldiers don’t get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for then they cannot please 

the officer who enlisted them. 

 

English Standard Version 

No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one 

who enlisted him. 

 

Berean Study Bible 

A soldier refrains from entangling himself in civilian affairs, in order to please the 

one who enlisted him. 

 

Berean Literal Bible 

No one serving as a soldier entangles himself in the affairs of this life, that he 

might please the one having enlisted him. 

Practical Governing in the House of God 

 

(1) Priests 

 

Specific Roles and Functions 
One of the primary roles of the priest was to oversee the sacrificial cult. Cultic 

duties associated with sacrifices and offerings were exclusively the prerogative of 

priests in part because only they were thought to possess a degree of holiness 

fitting to approach the holy space of the sanctuary and its altar. In their capacity 

as "ministers of the altar" (Joel 1:13), priests performed certain rituals, including 
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the sprinkling of blood before the divine presence. According to specific 

regulations, the priests would burn all or a portion of a given sacrifice. The various 

items offered at the altar served a dual purpose: they not only were a sacrifice to 

God on behalf of the worshipper, but they also functioned as provisions for the 

priests who were allowed to consume part of the grain and animals offerings in 

compensation for their service. Due to the close contact they had with the 

sanctuary and the altar, priests had to maintain levels of ritual purity not required 

for other worshippers (Lev 21:1–23). 

Outside of their sacrificial duties, priests also oversaw many other aspects of 

ancient Israelite life. For instance, priests are occasionally associated with 

oracular activity. The Urim and Thummim, which seem to function as a type of 

sacred lot used in divine consultation, are exclusively associated with the priests 

(Deut 17:9, 12; 33:8; Ezek 15:1, 24; Ezra 2:63) and are even placed in the 

breastplate of the High Priest (Exod 28:30; Lev 8:8). As a possible extension of 

their role in divine consultation, priests were also closely associated with 

discerning God's will as expressed through the Torah (Deut 33:10; Jer 18:18). In 

this role, priests were responsible for communicating the law and adjudicating 

legal matters (Lev 10:10–11; Deut 17:8–13; 21:5; Ezek 44:24), though in the 

Second Temple period, such activity was eventually taken over by scribes. In 

addition, priests were charged with the responsibility of pronouncing blessings 

over the people (Num 6:22–27) and overseeing matters related to ritual 

purification (Lev 11–16; Num 19). The priests also carried out numerous 

administrative roles, including the collection of tithes, the maintenance of the 

Temple, and the blowing of the trumpet on festive occasions 

 

Identity and Distinctions 

However, a different situation obtains in the Priestly (P) source. P limits the 

priesthood to a particular branch of the Levitical line—namely, Aaron and his sons 

(i.e., Aaronides). In Exodus 28–29, only Aaron and his sons are set apart to serve 

as priests. Likewise, Leviticus 8–9 describes an elaborate, seven-day ordination 

ceremony in which the Aaronides are anointed with oil and clothed in priestly 

vestments. In this context, the common Hebrew idiom yĕmallē' 'et-yedḵem (lit: 
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"to fill your hands") is used to indicate that these priests are installed to the 

position of priesthood and ordained to carry out cultic duties at the altar. 

The books of Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah also make a distinction between 

priests and Levites. While the Levites still play an important role in Temple 

activities, they are primarily assigned to serve as gatekeepers and singers (1 

Chron 23:26–32). Only the Aaronides are permitted to perform sacrifices at the 

altar. Likewise, in Ezekiel 40–48, Levites are also relegated to lesser roles in and 

around the Temple. In Ezekiel's vision, it is only the Zadokites—descendants of 

the chief priest under Solomon's reign—who have the right to serve at the altar 

(Ezek 40:46; 43:19; 44:15). That the Zadokites are separated from the Levites is 

made especially clear in Ezek 48:11 where only the sons of Zadok are said to be 

"consecrated priests." 

Outside of these controversies regarding the proper lineage of priests, there were 

other hierarchical distinctions between different types of Temple officials. For 

instance, in talking about Temple personnel, Ezra 7:24 refers not only to the 

priests and Levites but also to a group of priestly assistants or sub-priests, 

including "the singers, the doorkeepers, the Temple servants, or other servants 

of this house of God." At the other end of the spectrum, the priest with the 

greatest sacral authority is referred to as either "the high priest" (hakkōhēn 

haggādōl), or in postexilic literature, "the chief priest" (hakkōhēn hārō'š). 

Beginning with Aaron, the high priest alone was able to enter the Holy of Holies 

and only then on the Day of Atonement (Lev 16:2–3, 15, 32–34). Throughout the 

monarchy, the high priest functioned as the head of the Jerusalem priesthood. In 

postexilic times, the high priest took on increasing political authority and, in many 

ways, functioned as the head of state in lieu of a king. 

 

(1)Levites 

Numbers 1:53 

(3)NET Bible 

But the Levites must camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so that the 

LORD's anger will not fall on the Israelite community. The Levites are responsible 

for the care of the tabernacle of the testimony." 
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(3)Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible 

Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel,.... The Lord had 

declared before that he had taken them, and now he bids Moses take them, who had numbered 

them, and give them to Aaron, instead of the firstborn, whose numbers were also taken for this 

purpose: 

and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle; but not to be given to Aaron and his 
sons, or to the priests for their use, but to remain with the Levites for their use, who were 
now separated from the other tribes, and taken into the service of God; and as they were 
dedicated to God, so their cattle likewise for their support as his ministers: 

and the Levites shall be mine; in a special manner his, being devoted to his service: 

I am the Lord; who had a right to do this, and expected to be obeyed in it. 

https://biblehub.com/commentaries/numbers/3-45.htm 

 

Numbers 4:23 

(3)NET Bible 

You must number them from thirty years old and upward to fifty years old, all 

who enter the company to do the work of the tent of meeting 

(3)Barnes' Notes on the Bible 

enter in to perform the service - literally, as in the margin, "to war the warfare," 

or, as the same phrase in part is rendered, Numbers 4:3, "enter into the host to 

do the work." The language is military. The service of God is a sacred warfare 

(Numbers 8:24-25 marginal reading). 
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(3)MacLaren's Expositions 

Numbers 

 

THE WARFARE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

 

Numbers 4:23. 

 

These words occur in the series of regulations as to the functions of the Levites in 

the Tabernacle worship. The words ‘to perform the service’ are, as the margin 

tells us, literally, to ‘war the warfare.’ Although it may be difficult to say why such 

very prosaic and homely work as carrying the materials of the Tabernacle and the 

sacrificial vessels was designated by such a term, the underlying suggestion is 

what I desire to fix upon now-viz., that work for God, of whatever kind it be, 

which Christian people are bound to do, and which is mainly service for men for 

God’s sake, will never be rightly done until we understand that it is a warfare, as 

well as a work. 

 

The phrase on which I am commenting occurs again and again in the regulations 

as to the Levitical service, and is applied, not only as in my text to those who were 

told off to bear the burdens on the march, but also to the whole body of Levites, 

who did the inferior services in connection with the ritual worship. They were not, 

as it would appear, sacrificing priests, but they belonged to the same tribe as 

these, and they had sacred functions to discharge. So we come to this principle, 

that Christian service is to be looked at as warfare. 

 

Now, that is a principle which ought to be applied to all Christians. For there is no 

such thing as designating a portion of Christ’s Church to service which others have 

not to perform. The distinction of ‘priest’ and ‘layman’ existed in the Old 

Testament; it does not exist under the New Covenant, and there is no obligation 

upon any one Christian man to devote himself for Christ’s sake to Christ’s service 

and man’s help {which is Christ’s service}, that does not lie equally upon all 

Christian people. The function is the same for all; the methods of discharging it 
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may be widely different. Within the limits of the priestly tribe there may still be 

those whose office it is to carry the vessels, and those whose office it is to act 

more especially as ministering priests; but they are all ‘of the tribe of Levi.’ We, if 

we are Christian people at all, are all bound to do this work of ‘the tabernacle,’ 

and war this warfare. 
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