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Welcome to Autumn and a new beginning. What will the road ahead
hold for us?
Will we be a vital active group - inviting and welcoming new members?
What projects and activities will we undertake?
How will we show that we take seriously the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women?

It is up to ALL of US to decide!
Please take some time to think about what YOU can do to reactivate our Trinity UMW after a year
of missing meetings due to the pandemic.
Send your thoughts and ideas to Nita at nitadipierro2357@gmail.com or Lois at lcochran @centurylink.net

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women
The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church as the official
mission statement of United Methodist Women.

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
Out of the Purpose are four mission foci that relate to the mission initiatives and priorities of United
Methodist Women.





To be a community of women
To know God
To develop a creative and supportive fellowship
To expand concepts of mission

Mission Initiatives
The entire program and organization of United Methodist Women focuses on mission. Our mission
initiatives include:






Providing opportunities to grow spiritually
Equipping women & girls to be leaders
Providing transformative educational experiences
Organizing for growth & flexibility
Working for justice through service & advocacy

Focus on Women, Children & Youth
From its beginning, United Methodist Women has focused on ministries with women, children, and
youth.
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UMW Member Involvements
Peggy Steen
Update: Casa de Paz continues to reunite families separated by
immigrant detention!
In October 2019, UMW sponsored a sandwich lunch for the congregation to hear our guest speaker Sarah Jackson, Founder and
Executive Director of Casa de Paz. Sarah shared her own story
about answering a call to serve immigrant families separated by
detention as well as stories of some of the immigrant families she
has served in the past 10 years.

During the Covid lockdown in March 2020, the GEO Detention
Center in Aurora continued to house detainees and adjudicate
asylum requests, albeit with new Covid restrictions. The Casa de
Paz leadership team quickly adapted policies to continue to provide services to newly released detainees while ensuring the safety of volunteers as well as guests.

Refugees
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them

Instead of taking our guests to the Casa de Paz house, the team
outfitted a van with snacks and drinks where volunteers watch for
newly released detainees walking out the door of the GEO Detention Center. The van provides a safe and warm space to greet immigrants. Volunteers share their cell phones and counsel guests
who make travel arrangements with their families. Instead of family style hot meals around the table, we provide our guests with
pizza, sack lunches and fresh fruit. Drivers continue to provide
transportation to the airport or bus station, but volunteers no
longer accompany guests through TSA security and to the gate.
When GEO suspended in-person visit to detainees in the Detention Center, volunteers organized a “pen pal” program for writing
letters. As Sarah commented, the situation isn’t ideal, but we continue our mission to welcome immigrants and reunite families.
My husband Dwight and I have volunteered with Casa de Paz for
the past three years. We believe in their values of love, hospitality, respect, and justice. Until we were vaccinated, we cut back to
leaving fresh fruit at the front door of the Casa home. Now we’re
back, waiting at the van outside the GEO Detention Center to
greet newly released detainees. As one volunteer pointed out,
first we all celebrate their freedom. They marvel at feeling the
breeze and sitting on soft green grass, sharing snacks and final
conversations with friends made in the detention center. Then
they borrow a phone, anxious to talk with family to arrange for
travel on the last leg of a long journey.
It’s a joy to be reuniting families again.
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Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born
there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way.
(now read from bottom to top)
Brian Bilston

Tell Your Story
If you are involved in another mission project
in addition to UMW and would like to tell
about it in this newsletter, send the information about what you do to Lois Cochran,
lcochran@centurylink.net

Because the summer has been quiet with very little news, I am including information
about the National UMW that many of you may not be know about. Information about these
and more can be found on the UMW website: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
Lois, editor

Social Action Campaigns of the United Methodist Women
The two social action campaigns for the 2021-2024 quadrennium, are Criminalization of Communities of Color and
Mass incarceration and Climate Justice.

For more information and to sign up for e-mail “Action
Alerts” go to:
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/action
Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Methodist
Women hosted by Jennifer R Farmer, Spotlight PR.
Each conversation explores themes and resources that empower
us to put faith, hope and love into action.
The September Faith Talk is: Thursday, September 2 at 2:00 pm
ET (noon Mountain Time)• Faith Talks: Grieving Those We've Lost (ft. Dr. Chioma Oruh and Dr. Cari Jackson)
Past Faith Talks are available on the UMW website: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks

Voices from the Field
Voices from the Field are virtual events that highlight United Methodist Women’s international and national initiatives supported by
Mission Giving — programs that significantly improve the lives of
women, children and youth around the world. The events feature
international and national leaders sharing their work, daily challenges, hopes and dreams in an interactive format.
This series is a way to connect with those whose work is supported
by Mission Giving, including our International country teams, led by
Regional Missionaries, our National Mission Institutions staff and
our grants/scholarships recipients. The Deaconess and Home Missioner Program, with its historic relationship to United Methodist
Women, highlights our other national activities.
Voices from the Field is a window into how your Mission Giving supports United Methodist Women's
national and international work and improves lives and livelihoods.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/voices-from-the-field
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United Methodist Women is trusted with pledges and donations from individual members and local member organizations, as well as mission partners and anonymous donors who have
a heart for mission. We support programs in the United States and around the world that benefit
women, children and youth - thereby impacting entire communities. As an agency of The United
Methodist Church, United Methodist Women abides by the Social Principles and Discipline as determined by General Conference, giving only to projects in accordance with those guidelines.
Through their generosity, United Methodist Women members transform the lives of women, youth,
and children in the United States and around the world.
United Methodist Women’s Mission Giving – which is unrestricted funds – supports the total program of the organization. There are five avenues for Mission Giving: Pledge to Mission, Special
Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory, and World Thank Offering.

Pledge to Mission
An individual member’s Pledge to Mission is the amount she pledges to contribute via her
local unit. After the pledge she makes to her local church, her Pledge to Mission is usually
the largest amount she gives every year for mission.

Special Mission Recognition
Special Mission Recognition pins offer a meaningful way to honor members and nonmembers who have dedicated time and effort to service. Gift amounts are $40, $60, 100,
$200, $500, $1000, and $2000. The honoree receives a certificate and a small gold oval
lapel pin. Pins are ordered through a unit, district, or conference treasurer.

Gift to Mission
Make a gift for a minimum of $5 in honor of someone and send a card to the honoree. Ecards are available for: Friendship, Mother’s Day, Peace, and Thoughts
and Prayers. On your donation form, check “Yes, I would like to send a gift notification” under “Send an Ecard." Cards may also be available through your district
or conference treasurer.

Gift in Memory
Give a gift for a minimum of $5 in memory of a member, friend or anyone else.
Gift in Memory cards, available free from the district treasurer, may be sent to the
family of the deceased. You can also send an Ecard with your gift when you donate using our donation form. Or ask your district or conference treasurer if
they have cards available.

World Thank Offering
Spontaneous additional gifts can be given out of gratitude for God’s abundance
and in celebration of the joys of life. Gifts are collected throughout the year in a
World Thank Offering box or jar or other container. World Thank Offerings are
usually received in the fall during a special service of thanksgiving in the local
unit. Visit our World Thank Offering page for downloading a box or label, worship resources and World Thank Offering stories.
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UMW Mile High Metro District
Annual Fall Meeting
Saturday, September 11, 2021
Arvada United Methodist Church
6750 Carr St. Arvada, CO 80004
Registration at 8:30 am/Program at
9:00 am - 12 noon

IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL MEETING
Join us for our first in-person meeting since the Pandemic. OR join us in a virtual meeting.
Light refreshments will be served.

Finding Peace During and After Trauma
Led by Vanessa Alacon, licensed outpatient therapist
Mass shootings, COVID, forest fires and the 20th anniversary of 9/11 have made finding peace after
trauma a tremendous challenge. Vanessa Alarcon, will offer suggestion on maintaining mental and emotional
health during and following crisis. She works for Community Reach in Thornton, an organization providing a
wide range of mental health services for all ages. Non-UMW members are welcome to the presentation and
meeting.
We will collect toiletry items for some of the homeless population that Reach serves. Monetary donations will also be accepted with 1/2 going to Reach and 1/2 going to UMW missions.

Following Vanessa’s presentation, there will be the annual business meeting approving the 2022
budget, election and installation of officers, a memorial service for UMW members who have passed in the
last year along with communion.
Child care will be available if requested by September 1.
Preregistration is requested for both the in-person or virtual meeting. You can register by emailing
Brenda Bronson, at Brendabronsonfpe@gmail.com or call 303-941-7634. Please include your name, the name
of your church UMW unit and names of others you are registering. If registering for virtual meeting, include
your email address.

Per CDC recommendations, we will be required to wear masks at the in-person
meeting at Arvada United Methodist Church.
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Exciting plans are underway for the 21st Assembly of United Methodist Women, May 20-22, 2022. We hope that
you will be among the thousands of women attending this exciting celebration in Orlando, Florida. The Assembly
website contains a wealth of information and resources regarding the upcoming event. We invite you to visit the site
at assembly2022.org.
Registration opens
Registration will open on Sept. 1, 2021 for either the in-person event or the virtual experience. In an effort to protect
our environment and reduce printed resources, registration confirmation and updates will be handled via e-mail.
Register early online at assembly2022.org to receive the early bird discount of $30 off the regular registration fee.
The discount ends on Nov. 30, 2021. A registration acknowledgement will be e-mailed to you upon completion of
your registration.
Please know that proof of vaccination and/or wearing a mask may be required to attend Assembly. The United
Methodist Women National Office is following guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and will comply with all applicable health and safety guidance to protect the safety of event attendees. We
ask that you remain flexible with us as we continue to monitor best options as health guidelines evolve. We are excited to be able to offer both a live and a virtual option for the 2022 Assembly.
Virtual registration kickoff
Save the date for our TURN IT UP! Virtual Teatime Sept. 8, 7-8 p.m. ET. Get excited about all we have to look forward to at this TURN IT UP! Assembly. Hear inspiring Assembly stories—How did you first come to Assembly?
Who have you brought over the years? Receive updates on our preparations to be safe at Assembly. Learn how to
run your own TURN IT UP! Virtual Teatime and help recruit more attendees to this important Assembly. Click the
following link on Sept. 8 to join the virtual marketing kickoff: https://link.gntv.info/umwassemblymarketing. Please
share this link with your conference members and those interested in attending Assembly.
Workshops
Assembly 2022 will feature pre-registered workshops. When you register for Assembly, you may sign up for one
workshop on Friday and one workshop on Saturday. The list of workshops will be posted on the Assembly website,
under the Event Info tab—Workshops drop-down menu, so you may review the options prior to registering and
make a list of your top choices.
Virtual option
Can't join us in Orlando? Then join us from your living room! Assembly 2022 has both in-person and online experiences allowing even more women to participate and TURN IT UP! Virtual attendees receive access to all five Community Gatherings, one workshop on Friday and Saturday, exclusive behind-the-scenes speaker interviews,
sisterhood networking, and more. Knowing you no longer pay for travel, hotel, and meals—this is a great bargain for
the low early registration price of $199. Please know that your link for the virtual option can only be used with one
device and cannot be shared.
Get ready to TURN IT UP!
Watch your e-mail for Assembly updates and please visit assembly2022.org for more information.
Join us in prayer and planning so all who participate experience a joyful and enriching event!
Sincerely,
Assembly Planning Team
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Though the TUMC Women’s Retreat is not sponsored by United Methodist Women, it is a great opportunity to meet other Trinity women and enjoy a good spiritual retreat program in a beautiful location.
See message below from Nita DiPierro.

“Women’s Endurance”

2021 Trinity UMC Women’s Retreat

Snow Mountain Ranch-YMCA Camp in Granby, Colorado, just north of Winter Park,
October 1, (4 pm) - 3, (11 am) 2021
Fee: $175 - includes lodging (2-3 to a room) 5 meals and all materials. Single rate (1 in a room) additional $100

The retreat is not limited to TUMC women. Invite a friend to join us!
As expected, we will be following current Covid19 protocols. We will
want all attendees to be fully vaccinated as the majority of the event is held indoors.
Look for registration forms at the doors as you exit the sanctuary. Mail
your completed registration form to the church (Trinity UMC Women’s Retreat,
Attn: Mary Soroka, 1820 Broadway, Denver, CO 80202) along with your check
made out to Trinity United Methodist Church with 2021 Women’s Retreat
written in the memo line or register online at bit.ly/2021fallretreat .
Registrations are due no later than September 22.

2018 Retreat

SACRED STONES MINISTRIES
Virtual Mountain Sky Conference UMW Annual Meeting - October 8-9,2021 (Friday, Saturday)
Keynote speakers: Rev. Nani Arning and Rev. Denise Bender
Focus will be on spirit and soul care.
Save the dates and watch your e-mail for more information .

Calendar:

Birthdays:
Linda Bukszar
Mary Lou Quillin
Pat Miller
Lindy Navin
Marilyn Danker
Mary Curtis

September 10
September 10
September 16
October 4
October 5
October 16

If your birthday is not listed, please send it to
lcochran@centurylink.net

September 8: Deborah Circle (to be decided - watch your e-mail)
September 11: Mile Hi Metro District UMW annual meeting
(see page 5)
September 24: 1:30 - 4:00 p.m., UMW Reads Circle,
at the home of Miriam Slejko
October 1-3: Trinity Women’s Retreat
October 8-9: Mountain Sky Conference UMW annual meeting
October 13: Deborah Circle (to be decided - watch your e-mail)
October 22: 1:30 - 4:00 p.m., UMW Reads Circle,
at the home of Lois Cochran

May 20-22, 2022 Assembly (see page 6)
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