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 Casa de Paz (House of Peace) offers free lodging and meals to guests visiting their 
loved ones locked inside the immigrant detention center in Colorado. They also open the 
doors of their home to men and women who have been released from detention and 
need a place to stay as they make plans to get home to their families.  
 All services are provided at no cost to their guests and they rely on donations to 
stay open. 
 Casa de Paz began in 2012 as a small, one-bedroom apartment offering hospitality 
to families separated by immigrant detention. In 2017 they moved into a larger, rented 
house with more space so that they would not have to turn people away.  
 Today, Casa de Paz provides visits and emotional support, shelter and meals, access 
to phones, WiFi, computers and transportation. Detention is a difficult time that tears 
families apart and creates a financial burden, so they have always offered their services 
free of cost. Since they first opened their doors they’ve hosted over 2,300 immigrants 
from thirty countries and the need only continues to grow.  
 For more information visit their website at www.casadepazcolorado.org or Google 

Casa de Paz. 

 As part of Trinity’s “Faith In Action” Series, Trinity United 
Methodist Women are sponsoring a program: “ Inclusion: Hospi-
tality and Support for Families Separated by Immigrant Deten-
tion” with Sarah Jackson of Casa de Paz Sunday October 13, 
12:15 in Fellowship Hall. A light lunch will be offered by Trinity 
United Methodist Women.    
 We will be collecting donations of Target and King Soop-
ers gift cards (any amount) for Casa de Paz. 

Sarah Jackson 
Executive Director 

Casa de Paz 

 Trinity’s Servant Ministry is collaborating on this program with UMW, offering as 

a service project: cleaning, organizing donations at Casa de Paz on Saturday, November 

9, 9:30-noon.  Register for TrinityServes@Casa de Paz at the luncheon. 

https://www.casadepazcolorado.org/donate
https://www.casadepazcolorado.org/


On June 9, 2018, history was made as United Methodists who gathered in Ogden, Utah and  
members of the Yellowstone and Rocky Mountain Annual Conferences overwhelmingly vot-
ed to become one: The Mountain Sky Conference.  

Mountain Sky United Methodist Women 
release statement encouraging action, 
justice regarding immigration issues 

January 30, 2019 

The leaders of the United Methodist Women (UMW) of the Mountain Sky Conference have 
released the following statement regarding the current immigration issue: 

The undersigned leaders of the United Methodist Women of the Mountain Sky Conference: 

 believe that every human being is of sacred worth, as stated in the United Methodist 
Church Social Principles. 

 believe that our national immigration policies are not in line with those principles. 
 demand the end to the imprisonment of children and adults who are seeking asylum. 
 encourage all United Methodist Women to embrace this stand for justice 
When women organize for social justice, change happens. 

The Mountain Sky UMW represents 7,286 members in 198 churches in the states of Montana, 
Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and a portion of Idaho. 

Over 30 elected leaders of United Methodist Women from the Rocky Mountain and Yellow-
stone legacy conferences met in Salt Lake City Jan. 11-13 to merge our teams as the new 
Mountain Sky Conference. 
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 In response to the results of the General Conference last February and it’s effect on United Methodist 

Women, here is some of what Harriett Olson, General Secretary UMW had to say: 

“What I want to address today is: What does this mean for United Methodist Women? Our Board was look-

ing ahead at this question, and our directors were very clear that they were committed to finding ways for 

United Methodist Women to stay together. We share a common call to mission. Our passion for responding 

to God’s love by working for and with women, children and youth around the world unites us. We can ac-

complish great things together. ….We will be working on ways to make it clear that all women who are mem-

bers and leaders of United Methodist Women today can be members and leaders tomorrow, even if they 

leave the United Methodist Church, or their congregation decides to disaffiliate, etc.”  



Circles restart meetings in September.  

 If you would like to be a part of one of the circles or start a special interest circle (e.g. Bible Study, 

sewing, outdoor activities, special projects), contact any one of the Leadership Team: Vivian Barfoot, Beth 

Campbell, Nan Chizmar, Lois Cochran, Nita DiPierro, Peggy Steen, or Sandra Sunseri. We would be happy to 

help you get started. 

Book Circle chooses a book for all to read and discuss each month and meets in homes 10 a.m. the 2nd 
Tuesday. Contact: Clare Whitney 303-340-5898. 

 September 10: at Clare Whitney’s, (303-340-5898) Book: Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë  

 October 8: at Jan Morgan’s, (720-287-4993) Book: Leadership in Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns 
  Goodwin 

Deborah Circle meets at Perkins Restaurant at 11:30 a.m. the 2nd Wednesday. Programs provided by 
members. Contact: Nita DiPierro 303-888-1402. 

 September 11: reservations and program—Vivian Barfoot, 334-294-6078 

 October 9: reservations and program—Virginia Whiteside, 303-321-8793 

UMW Reads meets the 4th Friday, most months in homes from 1:30-4:00 p.m. . Members choose from 
books on the UMW Reading Program list and each reports on the book she has read. Contact: Lois Cochran 
303-934-8838 or Miriam Slejko 303-229-6487. 

 September 27: at the home of Betsy Shepardson, 303-744-8002 

 October 25: place to be decided 

Members at Large continue to get e-mailed information about UMW 
and often help with one-time events such as bake sales and receptions 
as they are able. 

Our Vision 

Turning Faith, Hope and Love  

into action  

on behalf of women, children  

and youth around the world. 

To Know God 

To experience 

freedom as whole  

persons through 

Jesus Christ

 

To develop a creative 

supportive fellowship 

The organized unit 

of the United Meth-

odist Women shall 

be a community of 

women whose  

Purpose is: 

To expand concepts 

of mission through 

participation in the 

global  ministries of 

the church 
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UMW Purpose 



 Trinity UMW had planned to provide a noon meal for the Delores Pro-

ject on August 17.  However, at the last minute, due to unforeseen circum-

stances, we were unable to serve the lunch as planned. The food had been pur-

chased so the change in plans required delivering the food and Sandra Sunseri 

and her son helped the staff serve it for the evening meal. 

 The Delores Project provides safe, comfortable shelter and personalized 

services for unaccompanied women and transgender individuals experiencing 

homelessness and also works to end homelessness by advocating for housing solutions.  

 Across metro Denver more than 650 women and transgender individuals experienced home-

lessness on any given night, according to the 2015 Metro Denver Homeless Initiative Point in Time 

Study.   

 The Delores Project relies on over 500 volunteers annually to support their mission and pro-

grams. Nearly 90% of the daily meals and snacks are provided and served by volunteers. The combi-

nation of meals provided and in-kind donations of house supplies, saves The Delores Project over 

$100,000 each year.  

 Thanks to Virginia Whiteside for being our historian for many years. As 

historian she kept a scrapbook of TUMW activities. Virginia is retiring and we 

would welcome inquiries from anyone interested in continuing to keep scrap-

books for UMW. Contact any member of the Leadership Team. 

 The Leadership Team meets as needed to plan events and mission pro-

jects for UMW. If anyone would like to be a part of that planning team, contact any member 

of the current team who are: Vivian Barfoot, Beth Campbell (treasurer), Nan Chizmar, Lois 

Cochran (communications), Nita DiPierro, Peggy Steen and Sandra Sunseri. 

 

 Share the Warmth  
 

 To help meet our District pledge to National Missions we are asking you to  

COUNT YOUR COATS!  

Please give $1 per coat to your local UMW Treasurer.  

The coats you no longer need??? Share the warmth with someone who needs it.  
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https://www.thedeloresproject.org/


Calendar: 

September  5: Leadership Team planning meeting at noon (brown bag lunch) at the home of Vivian Barfoot, 
  (334-294-6078) 2615 Central Park Blvd., Denver. 
September 10: Book Circle meets at 10 a.m. at the home of Clare Whitney (303-340-5898)  
 Book discussion: Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë  
September 11: Deborah Circle meets at Perkins Restaurant at 11:30 a.m.  
 reservations and program—Vivian Barfoot, 334-294-6078 
September. 21, 12:30 p.m. (half past noon), Mile High Metro District Fall Gathering at Westminster UMC.  
 See info on page 6. 
September 27: UMW Reads meets from 1:30-4:00 p.m. at the home of Betsy Shepardson, 303-744-8002 
October 4-6: Trinity Women’s Fall Retreat: “Unleashing Our Joy”, Guest Speaker: Rev. Stacy Collins 
October 8: Book Circle meets at 10 a.m. at the home of Jan Morgan (720-287-4993) 
 Book discussion: Leadership in Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin lead by Clare Whitney 
October 9: Deborah Circle meets at Perkins Restaurant at 11:30 a.m.  

 reservations and program—Virginia Whiteside, 303-321-8793 
 October 18: UMW Reads  from 1:30-4:00 p.m.,place to be decided .  
  Contact: Lois Cochran 303-934-8838 or Miriam Slejko 303-229-6487 after the Sept. meeting 
October 25-26: Mountain Sky Conference UMW meeting. See info on page 7. 

Mark your calendars: 

November 9: TrinityServes@Casa de Paz , 9:30-noon 

Scheduled bake sales: November 24 featuring pies & December 15 featuring cookies & candies. 

2019 Fall Women’s Retreat: Unleashing Our Joy 
 YMCA of the Rockies | Estes Park, Colorado | October 4–6, 2019 

Saturday-Only Session Available 
          Registration Deadline: September 22 

Retreat Cost 

Weekend – $175 per person, Saturday Only – $50 per person 

 

ABOUT THE 2019 RETREAT:  

The setting for this year’s retreat will be inside the YMCA Camp that was established in 1907. Rev. Stacy Collins 
will lead us in discovering how we can unleash our joy, which we all have. We will be staying in one of the large 
lodges where we will hold our meetings and eat great food. 

ABOUT OUR GUEST SPEAKER:  

Rev. Stacy Collins is an ordained United Methodist Deacon. Stacy has over 20 years of experience working in lo-
cal churches, ranging from 75 to 2000 members. She holds a Master of Arts and a Master of Divinity from Iliff 
School of Theology in Denver. This background has served her well in her work in spiritual formation, congrega-
tional care and the creative arts. Stacy worked at Saint Andrew UMC in Highlands Ranch for over 19 years, start-
ing out as an associate music director and congregational care. She is currently exploring a new calling, establish-
ing a nonprofit, a Shadow Light ministry, where she is leading and hosting retreats. Stacy is currently exploring 
mosaics, mindfulness and soul play. Stacy and her husband Steve, and their two dogs Kona and Rosie live in 
Perry Park, right outside of Larkspur, Colorado. 
   

Leadership Team: Rev. Lee Anderson-Harris, Beth Campbell, Ret. Rev. Nan Chizmar, Nita DiPierro, Claudia Jones, Susan 

Long, Midge Neel, Joan Phillips & Sherry Valentic 

Questions? Contact Susan Long: sblong303@msn.com, 303-880-5839 
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Mountain Sky United Methodist Women 
     First Annual Gathering 

 
 

Christ United Methodist Church  
Salt Lake City 2375 E 3300 S Salt Lake City UT 84109  

October 25 & 26, 2019  
 
 Friday, October 25 - Ubuntu Opportunities in the morning  
    Leadership Training in the afternoon  
    Celebration Banquet in the evening  
 
 Saturday, October 26 - First Annual Gathering – business meeting  
 
 

Can’t make the trip to Salt Lake City?  
We will have ‘live streaming’ of the meeting on Saturday.  
 
Check for a location near you.  
 Wyoming +1: - Lander, Wyoming 
  
 Montana: 2 options Mizzou and Billings, Montana  
 
 Utah: Sheppard of the Hills UMC in St George Utah- Karen Cole will be hostess  
 
 Colorado 3 options: First UMC in Fort Collins- Shirley Myers will be hostess     
          Crossroads UMC in Grand Junction – Cheryl Hiebert will be hostess  
           1 southern Colorado church - ? 
 
 

More detailed information will be coming.  

 A 2nd edition of the Go & Tell coming on September 15th will include nominations, standing rules,  

registration form and more details.  

 

More information will be posted on the TUMW bulletin board as soon as it is available. 

 

Put October 25-26 on your calendar now. 
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