THE FIRST PRESS
From Tom’s Study
“Jesus said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’” –
Matthew 14:29-30 (The NRSV)
In relation to providing leadership for the church during this time of Covid-19, and in relation to learning the necessary technology to make worship happen on Sunday morning I am feeling like Peter in this story where Jesus
came to the disciples, walking on the water.
You remember the story. Jesus had sent the disciples on ahead by boat, while he stayed behind to pray. The disciples soon found themselves battered by a storm. I am not a big water person, so being battered by a storm, in
a little boat, seems terrifying. The disciples were terrified. They thought they were going to drown. Many of the
disciples were fisherman by trade, the water was their home, and yet they were terrified. Like those fishing disciples, church is my home, and yet at this moment I have a sense of terror about being church.
Just when the disciples thought all was lost Jesus showed up walking on the water. The disciples thought it was a
ghost. They again were terrified. (There is a whole lot of terror going on in this story.) Jesus yelled out: “Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” The disciples were no doubt stunned to see Jesus walking toward them on the
water. Any of us would be stunned. Peter responded to his shock by saying, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” Jesus said, “Come.”
I have been sailing along in pastoral ministry for 30 years. It has not been an easy time in history to be the church
or to be providing leadership in the church. Most Presbyterian churches have been declining, struggling to find
their way. Most churches have found themselves perpetually on a financial razor’s edge. Most churches have
found it difficult to find opportunities to connect with the world. All of those challenges seem calm in comparison to this pandemic where we cannot gather together. This seems like a moment when the only choice is to
step out of the boat and walk on the water. Like Peter we will probably start to sink as we attempt different
ways of being the church. I know as we return to in-person worship this Sunday, trying to navigate a variety of
new technologies we will have some sinking moments. But as the story suggests I hope all of us, including myself
and Hilary, can trust that God will be there to pull us out of the waves.
As we move ahead together we are in a moment of walking on the water. We simply don’t know whether church
will be possible as we have known church in the past. I hope, like Peter, we will have the faith to step out of the
boat, knowing God is with us as we find new ways to be the church together, filled with grace for one another as
undoubtedly we will sink from time to time.
Christ’s Peace be with you - Tom

Sermon Information

August2020

August 2 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Reading: Matthew 14:22-23, Matthew 14:24-33, Matthew 14:34-36
Sermon Title: “Sinking”
Synopsis: While Jesus spent time alone in prayer, the disciples were in a boat in the midst of a great and terrifying storm. The contrast between Jesus’ experience and the disciples’ experience is striking. In life we all have times where we feel like we are sinking.
In those moments how do we respond? In those moments how do feel about God?
August 9 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Reading: Psalm 106:4-5, Matthew 15:1-9, Matthew 15:10-20
Sermon Title: “Authentic Lives”
Synopsis: Does the talk about our faith match the actions of our lives? Jesus’ teaching this week challenges us to consider the authentic nature of our faith. When we think about our lives, where is there a disparity between what we say we believe and how we
actually live out our lives? I hope we will each consider that question seriously?
August 16 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Reading: Psalm 78:1-4, Matthew 15:21-31, Matthew 15:32-39
Sermon Title: “Great is Your Faith”
Synopsis: We again have two contrasting stories set side by side. This time we have a woman from outside the Jewish faith who
Jesus proclaims as having great faith. In contrast the disciples are faced again with a hungry crowd, but do not know what to do.
What do we learn about our own faith journey from these two contrasting stories of faith?
August 23 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Reading: Psalm 78:56-57, Matthew 16:1-4, Matthew 16:5-12
Sermon Title: “Teaching that Rises to the Top”
Synopsis: Yeast when worked into bread dough makes the dough rise and grow. Yeast is a very small ingredient that has a great
impact on the state of the bread. When we consider our own lives, what teachings, or yeast, have had a great impact on our lives?
In retrospect have those teachings created a positive impact on our lives or a negative? What kind of impact has Jesus’ teaching
had on your life?
August 30 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Reading: Psalm 95:1-7a, Matthew 16:13-20, Matthew 16:21-28
Sermon Title: “Discipleship and Sacrifice”
Synopsis: In this passage Jesus asked the disciples who they thought he was. Then he began to explain the role of Messiah, and the
role of those who seek to follow him. He talked about the path of sacrifice. Peter tried to tell him, “No that is the wrong path”.
How do we think about sacrifice? When do we avoid making a sacrifice?
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FROM THE VOLUNEER COORDINATOR’S CORNER
One Sunday when I was in my mid-20’s, I was sitting in
church, my mind wandering during the sermon, when I asked
myself, “Why am I doing this? I have 100 things I should be
doing at home instead of sitting here daydreaming.” Over
the next 22 years I never lost my faith in God, but I became
more and more convinced “organized religion” had no place in my life – until we moved to Salida and became involved with a group of friends, most of whom attended 1 st Pres. They would talk about chili suppers and progressive dinners, and I thought, “Gee, that sounds like fun.”
And yes, that is a good reason to start going to church because listening to the sermon, hearing the choir, being
welcomed by the congregation over the next few weeks, I realized I had stumbled upon a treasure, which ended up
enriching my life, and I decided to pursue that treasure by becoming involved. Among other things, I started
attending Thursday morning Bible class and was presented with the question, “What are you passionate about?” I
thought and thought and came up with nothing I could define as a passion.
Fast forward another 22 years and I can now answer that question – I’m passionate about my church. By becoming
involved through various activities and volunteering in many different ways, I learned that 1 st Pres is a family working together to pool their talents and skills to spread the word of God to those who attend our services and activities and to those we help through our community outreach.
I love my church. I love what we do, but it takes a lot of people to make what we do possible. I already know many
of you, but I need to become familiar with all of you. So within the next couple of weeks, I’ll be sending out a ways
to serve survey in an attempt to learn where your skills, talents and passions lie.
I hope you can find 5 minutes in your busy day to answer the survey (even those of you who are already volunteering so I can update my ministry teams lists) to help me keep our church running smoothly in order to achieve our
vision of God’s dream for the world, and maybe you’ll stumble onto something you didn’t expect!
“Work with me – I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.” (Matthew 11:29)
Hugs from afar!
Cindy Dykins
P.S. My church email address is cindy@salidapresbyterian.org or you can call me at home any time at 539-4222.
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When you read this, we will have experienced
one, in-person worship Sunday. We would love
your feedback. We plan to continue with two
in-person worship services, one at 9:00 and one
at 11:00, but we will be reaching out regularly
with updates about those worship experiences,
especially if the situation with Covid-19 changes
in our county.

WORSHIP WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK LIVE
As August begins we will continue to broadcast
through Facebook Live, but instead of at 10:00 a.m. we
will have services at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. You will also
be able to access the broadcast at the Website by
Sunday afternoon.

COMMUNION
As we will have just started
in-person worship we will
not celebrate the
Sacrament of Communion
in August while we get a feel for how in-person
worship is going to work.

CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER

PRAYER REQUESTS
As you go through the month we ask that you keep Ned Dixon; Jerry Cannon; Bob Parker; Carolyn Miller; Barbara Jones;
Jerry Wassel; Joan Michaud; Gaylene’s Mom, Edith DePaul;
Theodore Andrews; Marcelyn George’s daughter-in-law,
Sandie; Marshall and Lydia Hamilton, Delaine DuPrey’s family; Polly Reed; Dellann Strom’s friend, Viann; Kay Hutchings;
Clay Sanders; Jeanne and Martin Ritter; family of Doris Larson; Suzanne Morphew and family; and all people in your
prayers as we face life issues.
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We encourage all of us to get on the phone
and regularly check-in
with folks. You might
even call someone you
have never called before.

COORDINATED PRAYER
TIME
If you can carve out the time,
we invite each person to take
15 minutes a day and pray for
our community and our world. If you want to coordinate your time with others we suggest praying
from 12:00-12:15 p.m. each day.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY
REGULAR UPDATES
We will continue to regularly
reach out through e-mail and the
phone tree to let you know of
opportunities to gather on-line,
or to share resources you might
find interesting. Also please
reach out to Tom or Hilary at the church. They continue
to hold down the church office Mondays through Thursdays from about 9:00 a.m. to about 5:00 p.m. Lexee is
in the office Monday through Wednesday most often
from 8:00 to 4:00. Don’t be afraid to call or stop by to
introduce yourself. Burma continues to volunteer some
hours on Thursdays.

Tom continues to host a Bible study on Monday
nights at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday mornings at
11:00 a.m. All are welcome. If you need a Zoom
Link please connect with Pastor Tom.

THANKS FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

We realize that times of unknown, like this one, make financial giving even
a greater gift of faith. Thanks for stepping out in faith continuing to support the ministry of First Presbyterian. You can now give on-line at the
church’s website. Check it out – www.salidapresbyterian.org
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CONTINUING COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Like restaurants around the country we are open for take-out. Stone Soup,
the Food Pantry, SOS and Energy Outreach Colorado continue to offer support to our neighbors who are experiencing food shortages, or help with
other financial emergencies. We also are hosting Laundry Love the first and
third Monday of the month. Showers are also continuing but at the
Methodist church on Monday and Thursday from 1:30-3:00 p.m. We are
grateful for your support that allows us to continue to be a part of the
emergency services for our county.

WINTER SHELTER
We hope to make the shelter a permanent source of assistance to people in our community.
Toward that end we are looking for a dedicated home for the shelter, and on-going financial
support for the shelter. Thus we would appreciate your continued prayers, ideas and support as we work to establish a permanent shelter in our community for people who chronically or unexpectedly find they are experiencing homelessness. If you have an interest in
getting involved, if you have ideas or resources to share please reach out to Tom Abbott,
Beth Sanders, Cheryl Walker or Hal Walker. If you would like to make a donation you can
write a check to “Caring and Sharing” putting “winter shelter” in the memo-line. Or you can
use this link to give on the go-fund-me page:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-colorado-overnight-winter-shelter
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Church office 719-539-6422
office@salidapresbyterian.org
Rev. Tom Abbott, Pastor: tom@salidapresbyterian.org
Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor: hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org
Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: danny@salidapresbyterian.org
Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com
Lexee Barrera, Administrative Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org
Cindy Dykins, Volunteer Coordinator: cindy@salidapresbyterian.org

ELDERS
Linda Colling
Bob Grether
Phil Maes
Brian King
Debbie Quintana
Cecil Rhodes
Barb Snyder

719-539-8634
719-530-1788
719-530-1224
719-530-1534
719-221-2557
214-493-8157
719-539-3956

lrcoll327@yahoo.com
bkgrether@outlook.com
philmaes@yahoo.com
chiroking@live.com
spikewee4u@yahoo.com
CECILWR1948@gmail.com
bsnydermail.gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-THURSDAY-9:00 AM-5:00 PM
FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED
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OUR VISION: God’s dream for the world, nothing less.
OUR MISSION: Growing disciples of Jesus through knowing God,
loving each other, and serving the world.

7 Poncha Blvd.
Salida, CO
81201
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

