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From Tom’s Study

“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”” — Luke 2:8-11 (The NRSV)

Through the season of Advent we are focusing our attention on different characters from the Christmas story. We
start with Zechariah, Elizabeth and John, then Mary, then Joseph and finally the Shepherds. As we make our way
through Advent | would encourage us to take some quiet time and reflect upon these different people and their
Advent experiences. Put yourselves in the shoes of these different people. How would you have responded to
the different encounters had with Angels and the Spirit of God?

The common response we hear about is fear even terror. We see that in the passage above where the shepherds,
going about their daily work were terrified by the arrival of the angel. | think for us, in our day, this idea of terror
conjures up images of horror movies. | think, perhaps, for our context a better word than “fear” or “terror” would
be “awe”. The shepherds’ nightly routine was interrupted by overwhelming awe. When has your life routine
been interrupted by “awe”?

The angel responded to the shepherds’ reaction by saying, “Do not be afraid.” Perhaps a better translation would
be, “Do not be paralyzed.”

God never wants our response to encountering the Holy to be paralysis. This is another important consideration
for our Advent journey. So often, when it comes to “God Topics, or God Ideas, or Responding to God” we find our-
selves paralyzed. Paralysis is the last thing God hopes from us, or for us. God hopes we respond to our Divine en-
counters with transformation and action, not with paralysis.

Next the angel said, “I bring you good news of great joy for all people, a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord has come to
you.” God hopes that our encounters with the Holy, with God breaking into our lives, bring great joy, and an as-
surance of inclusion. Is that our hope too? Is that our belief about the nature of our God? Encounters with God
should assure us of being included and bring us great joy, but is that where our hearts and minds go in relation to
God?

As we spend time with the characters of the Christmas story, like the shepherds, what does it mean to put on their
shoes and know the “awe” of being in God’s presence? May each of us open ourselves to the “awe” of God en-
counters, but let us not be paralyzed, instead let us move to response and action. Let each of us draw near to God
as we make our Advent journey.

Christ’s Peace be with you - Tom
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December 2020

December 6 — 2" Sunday of Advent —- Communion
Scripture Reading: Psalm 89:1-4, Luke 1:26-56
Sermon Title: “Hope and Joy for Mary”

Synopsis: When we read the story of Mary, what strikes you about her experience and her response to those experi-
ences? How did Mary find hope and joy in the crazy events of her life?

December 13 — 3" Sunday of Advent
Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25, Matthew 2:13-23
Sermon Title: “Hope and Joy for Joseph”

Synopsis: We often forget about Joseph in the Christmas story. As we look at all the verses that involve Joseph what
strikes you about his experiences and his responses? How did Joseph find hope and joy as he became a father?

December 20 — 4™ Sunday of Advent
Scripture Reading: Psalm 98, Luke 2:8-20
Sermon Title: “Hope and Joy for the Shepherds”

Synopsis: For many of us the shepherds are perhaps our favorite part of the Christmas story. What about the situa-
tion experienced by the shepherds resonates with your life? How did the shepherd’s experience turn into hope and
joy?

December 24 — Christmas Eve
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Luke 2:1-20, Titus 2:11-14
Sermon Title: “Freedom to Live Differently”

Synopsis: When we know that God’s saving grace has been poured out on our behalf, does that knowledge give us the
freedom to live differently? If so, how should we live out that freedom?

December 27 — 1% Sunday after Christmas
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:21-40, Psalm 111
Sermon Title: “The Wonderful Works of God”

Synopsis: As we begin a New Year, let us take a bit of time to reflect on how we have been blessed by God’s faithful-
ness. How have you experienced the faithfulness of God in your life?



CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP

In the afternoon of December 24™, our Christmas Eve Worship Service

: will be posted on the Website and Facebook for your family to enjoy to-

-~ gether at home. We are working on a special worship experience that
= we hope will aid all of us in celebrating God’s astounding gift of a Savior.

If possible we will also have limited in-person worship on Christmas Eve.

If we are able to have in-person services reservations to attend will be

required. Please be checking your e-mail for more updates about in-person Christmas Eve Worship.

COMMUNION
DECEMBER 27TH & JANUARY 3RD WORSHIP

Communion will be served on
Sunday, December 6™. Please have
bread and juice ready so you can par-
take in the Lord’s Supper Celebration.

On December 27" and January 3" there will only be

one worship service at 9:00 a.m. Both services will be Come to the
broadcast live as well as posted for later participation. —




:Yes, you read that correctly! We have paid off the mortgage! Yeah! Great job First Pres.!
: On Sunday, December 13 we will be celebrating this important milestone with a mortgage
: burning during both services. We also welcome Mike Orrill back to preach that day to help

: us celebrate. Don’t miss the big event.

BURN THE MORTGAGE SUNDAY

M%Hng a.m. by Zoom for the purpose of setting the terms of call for the two pastors and

GENEROSITY CAMPAIGN

While the generosity campaign has wound down,

it is not too late to turnin a
pledge card for 2021. Peo-
ple’s faithful giving to the
ministry and outreach of
First Presbyterian is a tre-
mendous gift to each other,
our community, and the nur-
turing of God’s Kingdom.
We are so grateful for every-
one’s generosity during this
crazy time of pandemic. Thanks for your contin-
ued generosity.

electing elders to the session and people to serve on the nominating committee.
We need 50 people to participate in this meeting to reach a quorum. Please help
us out and join in the meeting. The Zoom link will be sent out several times be-

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Each fall the nominating committee begins its work of in-
viting people to serve our con-
gregation in either the role of
elder or on the nominating
committee. This year the
nominating committee will be NUMMAH[]NS

looking for three elders, and

three people to serve on the nominating committee, one
of those being an alternate. The committee will present
their slate of nominations to the congregation at the con-
gregational meeting on December 13, 2020. Please be
holding the nominating committee in your prayers as they
participate in their vital work.
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BUILDING FUND

Again thank you to everyone who has made paying off the mortgage possible. While
the mortgage is paid off the need to care for our building never stops. We would en- -
courage people to continue to support the building financially by giving to what we =
will now call the Capital Improvement Fund. Monies given to this fund will be used to
pay for larger capital improvements, improvements outside the scope of general

maintenance. All monies given to the Capital Improvement Fund will be split with half Im (Eg\g)e”rcr]\len’r
going to pay back the $30,000 borrowed from the endowment fund and half going to P
build up the Capital Improvement Fund. Thanks in advance for your continued sup-
port of our buildings which are an essential part of our ministry.
THANK YOU TO LARRY LINN

Larry has graced us with another magnificent painting. This
painting represents the story of Christ’s birth. If you haven’t
seen the painting, please check it out, it resides in the main
hallway across from the entrance to the Sanctuary. Next
time you see Larry send a big thank you his direction.

REGULAR UPDATES CONNECTING WITH EACH OTHER

We will continue to regularly reach _ We encourage all of us to get on the phone
out through e-mail and the phone [ and regularly check-in with
tree to let you know of opportuni- folks. You might even call
ties to gather on-line or to share someone you have never
resources you might find inter- called before.

esting. Also please reach out to
Tom or Hilary at the church. They continue to
hold down the church office Mondays through
Thursdays from about 9:00 a.m. to about 5:00

p.m. Lexee is in the office Monday through The
Wednesday most often from 8:00 to 4:00. Don’t UR

be afraid to call or stop by to introduce yourself.
Burma continues to volunteer some hours on

o’ -
Thursdays. o >
ursdays é 'P‘SOL“\‘\ has done s
— great things

for us; we are gla.
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CONTINUING COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

Like restaurants around the country we
are open for take-out. Stone Soup, the
Food Pantry, SOS and Energy Outreach
Colorado continue to offer support to our
neighbors who are experiencing food
shortages, or help with other financial
emergencies. We also are hosting Laundry
Love the first and third Monday of the
month. Showers are also continuing at the
Methodist church on Monday and Thurs-
day from 1:30-3:00 p.m. We are grateful
for your support that allows us to continue
to be a part of the emergency services for
our county.

utreach

WINTER SHELTER

Thank You! Thank You! The shelters, both men’s and
women’s opened on Monday, November 9" and have
been open every night since. Thanks to you our neigh-
bors experiencing homelessness have a safe place to be
each night. If you have an interest in getting involved we
have many volunteer opportunities. If you have ideas or
resources to share please reach out to

Tom Abbott, Beth Sanders, Cheryl Walk- Sate

er or Hal Walker. If you would like to YA
make a donation you can write a check

to “Chaffee County Hospitality Inc.” Or %‘- ﬁ
you can go to the new Go-Fund-Me . ‘,?
page at https://www.gofundme.com/f/ er f_pg.\)“o

chaffee-county-hospitality-inc

THANK YOU TO SU CASA

Once again Su Casa held a food drive to support our
pantry. The shelves are stocked and ready to share

with our neighbors.

A big thank you goes to Mark and Whitney McGovern, own-

make the Laundry Love ministry pos.BbIe

ers of Salida Laundromat, for their monthly donations which ' | ' ." '

_
S

MANY THANKS!!!
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Church office: 719-539-6422 office@salidapresbyterian.org
Rev. Tom Abbott, Pastor: tom@salidapresbyterian.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

MONDAY-THURSDAY

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor: hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org 9:00 AM-5:00 PM

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: danny@salidapresbyterian.org FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED
Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com

Lexee Barrera, Administrative Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org

Cindy Dykins, Volunteer Coordinator: cindy@salidapresbyterian.org

ELDERS
Linda Colling 719-539-8634  Ircoll327@yahoo.com
Bob Grether 719-530-1788 bkgrether@outlook.com
Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com
Brian King 719-530-1534  chiroking@live.com
Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557 spikeweed4u@yahoo.com
Cecil Rhodes 214-493-8157 CECILWR1948@gmail.com
Barb Snyder 719-539-3956  bsnydermail.gmail.com




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Seeking to love our world in the Spirit of Jesus Christ

OUR VISION: God’s dream for the world, nothing less.
OUR MISSION: Growing disciples of Jesus through knowing God,
loving each other, and serving the world.

7 Poncha Blvd.
Salida, CO
81201

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED



