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From Tom’s Study 

“When Jesus had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him; and there was a leper who came to 
him and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.’  He stretched out his hand and 
touched him, saying, ‘I do choose.  Be made clean!’  Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.” – Matthew 8:1-3    
(The NRSV) 

In Matthew’s Gospel the next several chapters after The Sermon on the Mount focus on Jesus’ healing minis-
try.  Jesus healed lepers, people with fevers, paralytics, demoniacs, the blind, the dead, the mute, even a storm.   
 

Jesus healed.  God heals.  God continues to heal.  Do you, do we believe that? 

 

How do you understand the healing work of God?  How have you experienced the healing work of God? 

 

If I am honest this is an area of Jesus’ ministry and a part of God’s nature that I do not understand.  For me the 
healing nature of God is a great mystery.  I believe with all my heart that our God is a God of healing.  I have expe-
rienced miracles of healing in my life and in the life of others who are part of my closest people.  But I don’t at all 
understand how God’s healing works.  
  
I have prayed for hundreds of people to be healed from cancer, from heart issues, from injuries.  I have prayed for 
the healing of young people and middle aged people and older people.  I have struggled with high blood pressure 
in my own life for over twenty years.  I pray daily for my blood pressure issues to be healed, but I continue to have 
wacky blood pressure.  I wrestle with why healing happens sometimes, but not other times.   
 

God’s healing power and how it works is truly a mystery.  I wish I understood it.  I wish I could control it.  (Very 
dangerous idea!!!)   
 

I think we as followers of Jesus are called to participate in God’s healing ministry.  I believe God calls us to be in-
struments of healing in our world.  I believe with all my heart that our God is a God of healing, and a God who 
wants the best for us.  We live in a time when all of us are stressed; anxious, unsettled by the corona-virus, not to 
mention our broken political system, or challenges in our own families and friend groups, shaky work situations, 
strained finances, or our own health issues.  So how do we open ourselves to the healing power of God, and how 
do we join in God’s work of healing in the world?   
 

I hope that as a community of faith that we will continue to open ourselves to the  
healing work of God, and continue to seek avenues as a congregation to join in  
God’s healing work around the world, even if we don’t understand it.  It seems to  
me we live in a moment when God’s healing would be an awesome blessing.  May  
God’s healing work its way into all our lives. 
 

Christ’s Peace be with you - Tom 
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Sermon Information                                     May 2020 

May 3 – 4th Sunday of Easter – Communion  

 Scripture Reading: Matthew 8:1-4, Matthew 8:5-13, Matthew 8:14-17 

 Sermon Title: “The God of Healing” 

Synopsis: Jesus was reported to perform many miracles of healing.  Chapters 8 and 9 are filled with miracle stories.  How have you 
experienced the God of healing in your life?   

 

May 10 – 5th Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day 

 Scripture Reading: Matthew 8:18-22, Matthew 8:23-27, Matthew 9:9-17 

 Sermon Title: “Living as New Wine” 

Synopsis: Interspersed between a series of miraculous healings are several passages commenting on discipleship.  In one passage 
we are told that to live as disciples is to live as new wine, wine that will not be housed in old wine skins.  How has being a disciple of 
Jesus made you new, changed your life, made it so you can’t live in your old ways anymore?   

 

May 17 – 6th Sunday of Easter 

 Scripture Reading: Matthew 8:28-9:8, Matthew 9:18-34 

 Sermon Title: “The Seductive Nature of Miracles” 

Synopsis: Jesus’ miracles brought great clamoring and excitement among the crowds.  Many people followed Jesus because of the 
miracles.  Miracles led to people following Jesus for all kinds of wrong reasons.  What are the motives for our beliefs?   

 

May 24 – 7th Sunday of Easter 

 Scripture Reading: Matthew 9:35-38, Matthew 10:1-25, Matthew 10:26-11:1 

 Sermon Title: “Sent Out” 

Synopsis: All of chapter 10 and the end of chapter 9 tell the story of Jesus sending the disciples out into the world, including his 
teaching to them and warnings as he sent them out.  He says they are like sheep being sent out among wolves.  He also gives them 
power and authority to carry out their ministry.  How does being a disciple of Jesus shape your life?   

 

May 31 – Pentecost 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 11:2-6, Matthew 11:7-19 

Sermon Title: “Tell of God’s Work” 

Synopsis: How do you see God at work in our world?  In our community?  In the church?  In your life?  How do we share with others 
about how we have experienced God at work in our world and in our lives? 

 

Passages and Theme for When We Are Able to Gather Together in the Sanctuary. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 27:62-66, Matthew 28:11-20 

 Sermon Title: “The Great Deception” 

Synopsis: The chief priests created a great deception with the hope to cover up the resurrection of Jesus.  What was the fear that 
the chief priests faced?  Why the need for the cover up?  The resurrection of Jesus is astounding news, but how do we tend to re-
spond to that news?  How do we cover up our belief?  What are the fears that then direct our motives and our actions? 
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   Worship with us Through Facebook Live   
We will continue to broadcast a worship experience 
through Facebook Live, each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.,   
until health and government officials give us the all 
clear to worship together in the sanctuary.  If you have 
access to the internet you can tap into this worship  
experience even if you are not a normal Facebook user.  
You can also watch the broadcast at 
the church website: 
www.salidapresbyterian.org by about 
12:00 on Sundays.  Don’t forget to tell 
your friends about this experience. Coordinated Prayer Time 

If you can carve out the time, we invite each person 
to take 15 minutes a day and pray for our             

community and our world.  If you want to coordinate 
your time with others we suggest praying from  

12:00-12:15 p.m. each day. 

Prayer Requests 

As you go through the month we ask that you keep Ned 

Dixon, Jerry Cannon, Bob Parker, Carolyn Miller, Barbara 

Jones, Jerry Wassel, Joan Michaud, Edith DePaul 

(Gaylene’s Mom), Theodore Andrews, Bruce Hutchinson’s 

family, Marcelyn George’s daughter-in-law, Sandie, Mar-

shall and Lydia Hamilton (Delaine DuPrey’s family), Polly 

Reed, Dellann Strom’s friend, Viann, and all families in 

your prayers as we face life issues.  

 

 

Weekly Bible Study                                    
Tom continues to host a Bible study on Monday 
nights at 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday mornings at 

11:00 a.m.  All are welcome.  If you need a Zoom Link 
please connect with Pastor Tom. 
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Virtual Communion 

We will share in Communion   
during our May 3rd worship      
service.  Whenever you choose to 
tune-in make sure you have bread 
and juice available, so that you 
can join with the rest of the community in           
celebrating the Lord’s Supper.   

To My Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your prayers, concern and 
cards during this emotional time for me and my    
family.  We know that Warren is in a peaceful and 
better place.  It is a comfort to know I have so much 
support from such a caring group of friends. 

Blessings,  

Carolyn Miller and Family 

Congratulations to the High School Class of 2020! 

Congratulations to the class of 2020! Though their last semester has been turned up-

side down, though their graduation has been postponed, we celebrate who they are and 

their accomplishments! Our prayers are with them for a bright future!  

Carlos Barrientos, Jamison Batinich, Parker Quintana, Bowman Russell, Lily Stephens 

 

http://www.salidapresbyterian.org


 

 

 

Connecting with Each Other  

We encourage all of us to 
get on the phone and   

regularly check-in with 
folks.  You might even call 
someone you have never 

called before.    
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Administrative Assistant  

In case you hadn’t heard, Kathy Moore retired from her position at the church at the end 
of April.  First, a huge thank you to Kathy for her years of dedicated and impactful service: 
Thank you!  Thank you!  We are all going to miss her presence in the office as that first 
person we connect with when we call or stop by.  Kathy you have been a great gift to all 
of us.  While we miss Kathy, we do need to fill the administrative assistant position.  If you 
or someone you know might be interested please talk to Tom, Hilary, Linda Colling or 
Debbie Quintana.  We would love to help you apply.   

Thanks for Your Financial Support 

We realize that times of unknown, like this 
one, make financial giving even a greater 

gift of faith.  Thanks for stepping out in faith 
continuing to support the ministry of First 
Presbyterian.  You can now give on-line at 

the church’s website.  Check it out – 
www.salidapresbyterian.org 

Thank You for Your Love and Support 

When I moved from Pennsylvania to Salida in 2013 little did I know God 
would provide me with not just a great job, but also a family.  During 
my six years as your Administrative Assistant I’ve had the opportunity 
to get to know and work with so many wonderful people; elders, staff, 
community and most of all the congregation.  As I transition into a new 
phase of life I would like to thank each of you for your patience, kind-
ness, guidance and love during my time in the office.  I am not leaving 
Salida so I will still see you here at church and around town.  Looking 

forward to more happy years together!!   

Kathy 

Regular Updates 

We will continue to regularly reach out through e-mail and the phone tree to let you know of opportunities to 
gather on-line, or to share resources you might find interesting.  Also please 
reach out to Tom or Hilary at the church.  They continue to hold down the 
church office Mondays through Thursdays from about                                                           
9:00 a.m. to about 5:00 p.m.   



 

 

Emergency Assistance 

Love Fund— As of April 29:  $3,638.84 in local 
emergency assistance (rent, gasoline, car repairs, 

bus tickets, medicines, etc.) has been provided this 
year.   

ELDERS 

Linda Colling 719-539-8634       lrcoll327@yahoo.com   

Bob Grether 719-530-1788 grether@outlook.com  

Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com        

Brian King 719-530-1534 chiroking@live.com      

Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557     spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

Cecil Rhodes 214-493-8157     CECILWR1948@gmail.com 

Barb Snyder 719-539-3956 bsnydermail.gmail.com 

                                  CONTACT INFORMATION                                                                  

Church office  719-539-6422 office@salidapresbyterian.org             

Rev. Tom Abbott, Pastor: tom@salidapresbyterian.org                      

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor: hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org                                

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: danny@salidapresbyterian.org         

Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com                    

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY-9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED 
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Winter Shelter 

The shelter season is a wrap.  We continued to have a full shelter every night right up to April 30 when we 
closed for the season.  While any emergency shelter is going to have challenges we had a pretty smooth 
season as we cared for our neighbors experiencing homelessness.  Thanks so much for your support 
through prayer and financial donations.  We are working hard to be ready for next winter and beyond, so 
please keep us in your prayers. 

We hope to make the shelter a permanent source of assistance to people in our community.  Toward that 
end we are looking for a dedicated home for the shelter, and on-going financial support for the shelter.  
Thus we would appreciate your continued prayers, ideas and support as we work to establish a permanent 
shelter in our community for people who chronically or unexpectedly find they are 
experiencing homelessness.  If you have an interest in getting involved, if you have 
ideas or resources to share please reach out to Tom Abbott, Beth Sanders, Cheryl 
Walker or Hal Walker.  If you would like to make a donation you can write a check 
to “Caring and Sharing” putting “winter shelter” in the memo-line.  Or you can use 
this link to give on the go-fund-me page: https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-
colorado-overnight-winter-shelter 

Continuing Community Outreach 

Like restaurants around the country we are open for 
take-out.  Stone Soup, the Food  Pantry, and SOS con-
tinue to offer support to our neighbors who are expe-
riencing food shortages, or help with other financial 
emergencies.  We are grateful for your support that 
allows us to continue to be a part of the emergency 

services for our county. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-colorado-overnight-winter-shelter
https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-colorado-overnight-winter-shelter

