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From Tom’s Study 

“So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, 
humility, quiet strength, discipline.  Be even-tempered, content with second place, quick to forgive an offense.  
Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you.  And regardless of what else you put on, wear love.  
It’s your basic, all-purpose garment.  Never be without it.” – Colossians 3:12-14  (The Message) 

Most years, the second Sunday of January focuses on the Baptism of Jesus.  That is the case this year as well.  Jan-
uary 12th is Baptism of the Lord Sunday.  Over the years I have found it helpful to take this Sunday, when we re-
flect on Jesus’ baptism, to reflect on our own baptism.   
 
How often do you think about your baptism?  How does your baptism impact your daily life?  How does your bap-
tism inform your living?  These are some of the questions we will consider as we gather together for worship on 
January 12th.   
 
Baptism is one of our two sacraments.  We define a sacrament as a visible sign of an invisible reality.  Obviously 
the visible sign is the water, but what is the invisible sign?  In our theological tradition the invisible sign relates to 
what God is doing in our lives and through our baptism.   
 
Water brings life.  Water creates life.  Water cleanses.  Water nurtures.  Water nourishes.  When we think about 
the power of water, we realize what God is up to in baptism, your baptism, my baptism.  In baptism God cleanses 
us, brings us life, and nourishes us for the journey.  Our baptisms matter.   
 
I love how Paul talks about baptism as he connects with the congregation in Colossae.  Paul reminds us that in our 
baptism we become clothed with the characteristics God hopes we will choose for our living: compassion, kind-
ness, humility, quiet strength, discipline, forgiveness, love.  Through our baptisms God is at work to bring health to 
our lives and to our communities.  Our baptisms truly do matter.   
 
I hope you will be able to come to worship on January 12th as we celebrate God’s gift of baptism and what it 
means for our lives.  Celebrating our baptism, what a great way to begin the New Year!  Happy New Year! 
 
Christ’s Peace be with you - Tom 
 
 

THE FIRST PRESS 
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Sermon Information  January 2020 

 

January 5 – 2nd Sunday after Christmas – Communion (Intinction) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 7:12-16, Matthew 3:1-6, Revelation 2:1-7 

Sermon Title: “The Power of Repentance” 

Synopsis: We have a judicial system where we are advised not to repent.  We have a culture that loves to lay blame.  
God, in contrast, encourages us to be people of repentance.  What are your experiences with repentance?  When have 
you been reticent to repent?  What were your fears?  What were your hopes in not repenting?  How does repentance 
open the door for healing in our lives? 

 

January 12 – Baptism of the Lord 

 Scripture Reading: Matthew 3:7-10, Matthew 3:11-17, Colossians 3:12-17 

 Sermon Title: “You are God’s Beloved” 

Synopsis: How has your baptism led to transformation in your life?  Matthew passage begins with John confronting the 
Jewish leaders for their false motives for being baptized.  What are the motives that we have for looking religious to 
the world?  Baptism makes us God’s precious children, how does that reality change and direct our lives? 

 

January 19 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

 Scripture Reading: James 1:12-16, Matthew 4:1-11, I Timothy 6:2b-10 

 Sermon Title: “Temptation is Real!” 

Synopsis: Temptation may be a topic we don’t think about much.  As Jesus began his ministry he was tempted, in the 
wilderness, by Satan.  Scripture reminds us that temptation is real and needs to be taken seriously as we seek to grow 
in our love of God and love of neighbor.  What would you say are the most common temptations that you deal with? 

 

January 26 – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4, Matthew 4:12-25, 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 

 Sermon Title: “Fishing for People” 

Synopsis: When Jesus was inviting his first disciples to follow him, he said, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for peo-
ple.”  What do you think that means to fish for people?  Why might Jesus have chosen that imagine when inviting his 
disciples to follow him.  Do you think Jesus would use that image with us, or would he have chosen a different image? 
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As we look toward 2020, we’re starting to look toward our summer mission trips! In June a team of high school students 

will head to Guatemala hosted by Pura Vida Ministries to work on building a house for a family in need. In July, middle 

and high school students are planning a trip to the Navajo reservation to serve in a children’s day camp and various 

work projects. Students interested in joining the trips should talk with Hilary about how to participate. And yes—as al-

ways we’ll be fundraising. Here’s what you have to look forward to: 

 

February 16: The Waffle Raffle Breakfast (for Guatemala mission)! Eat tasty homemade waffles and possibly go home 

with exciting prizes. If you have something you’d like to donate for our raffle, we’re looking for NEW or HANDMADE 

items, or gift certificates from businesses. Check with Hilary if you have something to donate! 

 

March 15: Pancake Breakfast (for Navajo nation mission)! Join your church family for a tasty breakfast of pancakes and 

sausage while supporting our youth! 

 

Egg My Yard: Our Guatemala mission team will stuff and hide Easter eggs for your kids so you don’t have to! Easter is 

April 12 so the team will be taking orders in the weeks before and will hide eggs on the 11th.  

 

April 25: Youth Mission Indoor Yard Sale—YES, the tradition continues! Clean out your garages and closets and donate 

to our sale. Or maybe you’ll find a treasure to take home! We don’t have storage space so we’ll have you hold it until 

that weekend. We can take just about anything EXCEPT electronics/computers and exercise equipment.  

WHEN DOES YOUTH GROUP MEET? 

HIGH SCHOOL: Youth group meets Sundays at 6:30 p.m. We’ll start with dinner then jump into our time of fun, friends, 
and discovering a life lived with God. 

5th & 6th GRADE YOUTH GROUP meets Monday here at the church 6:30-    7:45 p.m. Be ready for some good times and 
good friends. We hope we’ll see you!  

7th & 8th GRADE YOUTH GROUP meets Wednesday night, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Join us for fun with good friends, some goofy 
good times, and figuring out how God matters in our middle school life. 
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CHILDREN’S       
MINISTRY 

Kids’ Klub 

Kids love to play outside, eat snacks, sing, play games and learn about God!  

On Wednesdays after school our Kindergarten-4th graders have been doing 

just that, thanks to a group of volunteers who love to have a blast as much as 

the kids!  Adults and kids have had fun getting to know each other and 

spending time together. If you have a child who would like to participate, 

they can still join us! Just contact the church office and we’ll get you the reg-

istration forms.  

 

 

                                              SHOWERS TO THE PEOPLE 

Thanks to all for your continued support of our shower ministry.  Thank you especially for your gener-

ous donations of new/near new hats, gloves, and socks that are so needed and appreciated  during the 

freezing cold days and nights that we have been having.   It is so wonderful to be able to say to folks 

who come in to shower “do you need some socks, a pair of warm gloves or hat”?  And almost always, the answer is yes! 

Thank you!   

LAUNDRY LOVE 

December began our Laundry Love Ministry!  In cooperation with Whitney and Mark McGovern, 
owners of Salida Laundromat, we will be providing free washing/drying for low/no-income individ-
uals and families the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month, 8 – 10 am. The McGoverns are providing 
the use of the machines and coins needed to wash and dry clothes, we will provide the detergent 
and volunteers.  We need your help!  You can help with donations of detergent pods and your 
time.  If you can help for about 2 hours per month and for more information contact Marilyn 
Bouldin marilynbouldin@gmail.com,  719-239-1031  or Nancy Konvalinka   konvalinka-
2@charter.net, 719-539-2421.  

 

 

mailto:marilynbouldin@gmail.com
mailto:konvalinka-2@charter.net
mailto:konvalinka-2@charter.net
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                            Immigration – What Next? 

Immigration – What Next? Mark your calendars for Tuesday, January 14, at both 3:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.  Choose the time that works best for you.  Rene is our area representative from 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency.  Rene will share with us the work being done by the denom-
ination around caring for immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers.  She will share with us 
how other congregations are engaging issues related to immigration, and she will also share 
how the denomination is involved in bringing healing to issues of systemic injustice.   

                                      Mission Brainstorming Potluck 

SOS, Stone Soup, Food Pantry, Shower Ministry, Laundry Ministry.  We have a lot of wonderful min-
istry going on through our church.  Thank you and way to go!!!  On Tuesday, February 4th, 5:30 p.m. 
we are going to have a pot-luck (bring a casserole, a salad, or a dessert if you can, or just come) and 
a brainstorming session.  What are the needs you see in our community?  What are the passions 
we have a congregation?  How do we become more proximate to people different from ourselves?  
Are there ways we can expand the wonderful mission work we are already doing?  Come and join 
us for brainstorming, and putting together an action plan.   I think it will be an exciting night. 

 

                                                                       Winter Shelter 

Wow!  Thanks to the generosity of the people of Chaffee County the winter shelter opened on Fri-
day, November 15, and has housed clients every night.  We also have been housing women at the 
Mountain Motel every night as well.  Thank you for how you have supported the winter shelter.  

Our present volunteer need is for pairs of women to regularly visit the women staying at the motel.  
If you would be interested in this ministry opportunity please talk to Pastor Abbott. 

We hope to make the shelter a permanent source of assistance to people in our community.  Toward 
that end we are looking for a dedicated home for the shelter, and on-going financial support for the shelter.  Thus we 
would appreciate your continued prayers, ideas and support as we work to establish a permanent shelter in our commu-
nity for people who chronically or unexpectedly find they are experiencing homelessness.  If you have an 
interest in getting involved, if you have ideas or resources to share please reach out to Tom Abbott, Mary 
Hay, Nancy Konvalinka, Beth Sanders, Cheryl Walker or Hal Walker.  If you would like to make a donation 
you can write a check to “Caring and Sharing” putting “winter shelter” in the memo-line.  Or you can use 
this link to give on the go-fund-me page: https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-colorado-overnight-winter-
shelter 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-colorado-overnight-winter-shelter
https://www.gofundme.com/f/salida-colorado-overnight-winter-shelter
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SOS EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 

Love Fund— As of the end of 2019:  $6,972.05 
in local emergency assistance (rent, gasoline, car 

repairs, bus tickets, medicines, etc.) was       
provided.    

 

Wonder When They Meet? 

  Card Ministry……………….10:00 AM-2nd Fri each month 

  Cast…………………………….5:30 PM-1st Thurs each month 

  Ladies Hiking/Snowshoeing……………………9:30 AM-Wed 

  Mens’ Breakfasts at Patio Pancake…7 AM-Mon or Wed  

  Prayer Time ………………………..9:30 AM-Mon each week 

  Quilting Group……………2:00 PM-3rd Thurs each month 

  Saintly Sinners…………...11:30 AM-4th Tues each month 

  Session………………………...6:00 PM-4th Tues each month 

  Sisters of Deborah…………1:30PM-3rd Tues each month 

ELDERS 

Linda Colling 719-539-8634       lrcoll327@yahoo.com 

Bob Grether 719-530-1788 grether@outlook.com 

Russ Johnson 719-221-9374 russ_011@live.com     

Phil Maes 719-530-1224 philmaes@yahoo.com 

Debbie Quintana 719-221-2557 spikewee4u@yahoo.com 

Gaylene Stevens 719-239-0999 tnmolecular1@aol.com 

                                  CONTACT INFORMATION                                                                  

Church office  719-539-6422         office@salidapresbyterian.org     

Rev. Tom Abbott, Pastor: tom@salidapresbyterian.org                    

Rev. Hilary Downs, Associate Pastor:hilaryd@salidapresbyterian.org                                

Dan Shuford, Praise Band Director: danny@salidapresbyterian.org         

Liz Riley, Choir Director, Pianist: emusic1955@gmail.com                   

Kathy Moore, Admin Assistant: office@salidapresbyterian.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY-9:00 AM-5:00 PM 

FRIDAY/SATURDAY-CLOSED 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISM 

During worship on January 12 there will be an        
opportunity to renew your baptism.   Please come 

and join us. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

As you go through the month we ask that you keep 

Polly Reed, Jerry Wassel, Martin Perry, Linda Fritz, 

Sheri Cannon, Cheryl Walker, Robert Parker, David 

Boone, Rich Blake, Jo Jones, Ida Hansen, the Hamiltons 

(Delaine Duprey’s family) and their families in your 

prayers as they each face health issues.  

            BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS                               
If you have an announcement to include in the Sun-

day bulletin make sure to let the office know on 
Wednesday by noon. 

 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION  

During worship on January 19 we will ordain and install 
our three new elders: Barb Snyder, Cecil Rhodes, and    

Brian King.  Come help us welcome Barb, Cecil, and Brian 
into these positions of leadership. 


