
First Presbyterian Church                            April 6, 2020 

 

A Service of Prayer and Communion 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship: 

 

     The child comes, and we dye eggs and make a cake and decorate.  “Why are we doing this?” 

he asks.  “Because,” I answer, “life is about to happen and on Sunday morning we’ll catch stars.”  

He looks at me, quizzically at first, and then grins.  It’s then I ask him to tell me the story.  The 

only way he’ll learn is to tell it himself.  The only way we’ll learn is to tell it again . . . and again 

. . . to the child. 

 

First Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:1-8 

 

Silent Prayer: (“Beware that no one leads you astray.”  How have you been led astray in your 

life, especially in relationship to your journey with God?  What has helped you return or stay on 

track?) 

 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:9-28 

 

Silent Prayer: (These verses express some of the challenges of following the Jesus path.  What 

makes following Jesus difficult for you?  How have you experienced hardship because of your 

faith?  What does it teach us about God and our journey with God, that much of how God works 

is a mystery?) 

 

Third Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:29-31 

 

Silent Prayer: (How do you picture the events described in these verses?  How do you think the 

images here connect to our faith journey right now?) 

 

Holy Communion: (When invited please come forward and tear off a piece of bread and then 

dip it in the cup.) 

 

Unison Benediction: 

 

     Remember we are a forgiven people, eternally loved, thoughtfully instructed, gratefully 

obedient.  Go with God’s blessing to live each moment and to walk into God’s future.  Go 

in peace.  Amen.



First Presbyterian Church                            April 7, 2020 

 

A Service of Prayer and Communion 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship: 

 

     The people who heard Jesus were repeatedly amazed.  Are we today so sophisticated that we 

are immune to amazement?  Can we know that he was crucified, goodness and compassion and 

love nailed upon the tree, and go about our business of preparing Easter dinner?  Can we know 

that he arose from the dead and walked the earth and ate and spoke with his followers and sit un-

amazed in the pew as though we cannot hear the Word of God?  O God of Jesus the Christ, the 

amazing thing is our lack of amazement in the face of your Amazing Amen! 

 

First Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:32-35 

 

Silent Prayer: (How would you connect the lesson of the fig tree to your spiritual journey?  In 

these verses what do we learn is truly lasting?  How do you think that truth should inform the 

living of our lives?) 

 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Silent Prayer: (How do we keep awake in a spiritual sense?  In your life why do think you have 

a tendency to doze off when it comes to your God relationship?  How does this passage 

challenge you to grow up in your faith?) 

 

Third Scripture Reading: Matthew 24:45-51 

 

Silent Prayer: (According to this passage what attributes describe a wise and faithful follower of 

God?  What is the “work” that goes along with being a Jesus’ follower?  What do you enjoy 

about the work of following Jesus?) 

 

Holy Communion: (When invited please come forward and tear off a piece of bread and then 

dip it in the cup.) 

 

 

Unison Benediction: 

 

     Loving God, move us from tragedy to blessing.  Strong Jesus, move us from fear to 

trust.  Guiding Spirit, move us from despair to hope.  And let your love surround us and fill 

us with peace.  Amen. 

 



First Presbyterian Church                            April 8, 2020 

 

A Service of Prayer and Communion 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship: 

 

     There are no dances for dark days.  There is no music to mellow the pain.  The best we can do 

is to remain still and silent and try to remember the face of God . . . and how to kneel . . . and 

how to pray. 

 

First Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 

 

Silent Prayer: (What strikes you about the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids?  What makes a 

person wise or foolish in this parable?  What metaphorically might the oil and the lamp relate to 

in our lives?  Will God know you?) 

 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Silent Prayer: (What strikes you about the Parable of the Talents?  As you think about the 

characters of this parable, how would you relate them to people you know in your own life?  

What do you think the talents metaphorically represent in our spiritual journey?  What is the 

warning of this passage and how does it relate to your spiritual journey?  What leads us to hide 

our “talents” in the ground?  What do we hope to avoid by hiding our “talents” in the ground?) 

 

 

Third Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 

 

Silent Prayer: (What strikes you about the Parable of the sheep and the goats?  How does this 

parable relate to the living of our daily lives?  Who do you know in your life who definitely lives 

as a sheep?  As a goat?  What do you think is behind these two very different world views and 

ways of living?  How are you challenged by this parable to grow in your own “sheepiness”?) 

 

Holy Communion: (When invited please come forward and tear off a piece of bread and then 

dip it in the cup.) 

 

 

Unison Benediction: 

 

     Let our lives witness to Christ’s love.  Let our words bring reconciliation.  Let our 

thoughts be of peace.  Let our touch bring healing.  Let our actions count for justice.  Be a 

sign of hope and a beacon of joy.  Go and may God’s blessing go with you.  Amen. 



First Presbyterian Church                            April 9, 2020 

 

A Service of Prayer and Communion 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship: 

 

     When the journey gets too hard, when we feel depleted, when our compassion turns to 

complaining, when our efforts toward justice and mercy seem to get us nowhere, it’s time to 

remember the humility part – that it is God who has made us and not we ourselves; that the 

saving of the world or even one part of it is not on our shoulders.  It is then we can come unto 

him, and he will give us rest.  With rest we’ll remember what it is we are about. 

 

First Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:1-5 

 

Silent Prayer: (If you were one of the disciples how would it have felt to hear Jesus say that he 

was going to be crucified?  What emotions do you have toward Jesus and the actions he took on 

our behalf?  In our lives what do you think it looks like to conspire against Jesus?  What aspects 

of your living at this very moment conspire against Jesus?) 

 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:6-13 

 

Silent Prayer: (What strikes you about this story where the woman anoints Jesus?  In our lives 

how might we lavishly love Jesus?  What prevents us from lavishly loving God?  Why do you 

think the disciples responded as they did?  What leads us to denigrate the attempts of others to 

love God well?  What is significant about Jesus’ lifting up the acts of this woman?  What does 

that teach us about our own relationship to God, and to others who are intentionally trying to 

follow Jesus?) 

 

Third Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:14-56 

 

Silent Prayer: (Tonight as you again hear the story of Jesus’ Betrayal, his final meal with 

disciples, his time in the Garden of Gethsemane what bubbled up for you?  What part of the story 

struck you tonight?  Why do you think that part of the story connected with you?) 

 

Holy Communion: (When invited please come forward and tear off a piece of bread and then 

dip it in the cup.) 

 

Unison Benediction: 

 

     Remain in God’s grace.  Abide in Christ’s love.  Dwell in the Spirit’s presence.  And 

may the blessings of God keep us in joy and prompt us to deeds of justice and lives of 

peace.  Amen. 



First Presbyterian Church           April 10, 2020 

 

A Service of Prayer and Communion 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

 

     We still don’t like the way it was done.  The whole idea of a sacrificial Lamb is not to our 

liking.  What’s fair is fair, and there was no justice here.  The Innocent One, The Righteous One, 

The Holy One put to death because the ones in charge of politics wanted to hold onto their 

crowns and the ones in charge of religion wanted to hold onto the keys to the church.  How could 

they do it????!!!! 

 

First Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:57-27:61 

 

Silent Prayer: (What part of this day in Jesus’ life really strikes you and why?  Matthew seems 

to intentionally parallel the events of Judas’ day and Jesus’ day.  How would you make sense of 

that?  What does it mean to you, that Jesus died, to bring you life?) 

 

Holy Communion: (When invited please come forward and tear off a piece of bread and then 

dip it in the cup.) 

 

The Seven Last Words of Christ 

 

(During this portion of the service I will read the Word’s of Christ then extinguish a candle.  

Please reflect on the meditation for each Word of Christ.  After the last Word we will silently 

pray the benediction together and then leave in silence.) 

 

The First Word – “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  Luke 

23:24 

 

     In the first word we see Christ’s magnanimous spirit, stooping to make a generous gesture 

towards his persecutors.  They knew so little about Jesus.  It reveals to us the depth of his 

redemptive passion.  It should cut in upon our complacent discipleship until we pray, “Father, 

forgive us; we know not what we do.” 

 

The Second Word – “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  Luke 23:43 

 

     The Spirit of Jesus in his suffering—his compassion, his magnanimity, his faith—drew one of 

the men on an adjacent cross into his presence.  Jesus made it possible for this thief to see the 

grace and compassion of God.  You see paradise is open to those, who conscious of their sin and 

guilt, hunger after righteousness, and seek the mercy of God through Christ. 

 



The Third Word – “When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

beside her, he said to his mother, `Woman, here is your son.’  Then he said to the disciple, `Here 

is your mother.’”  John 19:26-27 

 

     What compassionate thoughtfulness and tender care are in the midst of excruciating agony.  

His reasons were deeper than sentiment.  Mary had never understood her Son.  It was hard for 

her to be reconciled to the course he had taken.  This was a terrible experience for a mother.  

Through this trying ordeal and years beyond, she would need understanding, and sustaining 

fellowship.  It was, therefore, her spiritual welfare about which Jesus was concerned.  That is 

why he commended her care to John, the beloved disciple. 

 

The Fourth Word – “And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, `E’li, E’li, lema’ 

sabachthani?’  That is, `My God, my God why have you forsaken me?’”  Matthew 27:46 

 

     No more poignant words have ever wrung from human lips than these words that came from 

Jesus in the midst of the crucifixion’s torment and torture.  Jesus suffered not only the terrible 

physical agony of a horrible, lingering death, but the greater torment of spiritual aloneness.  As is 

usually the case, prophets travel their road alone.  Jesus was going a direction no person had 

gone before, and from which there was no turning back.  For a moment how lonely and desperate 

he must have felt in this struggle against evil. 

 

 

The Fifth Word – “I am thirsty.”  John 19:28 

 

     How awful is the agony of thirst, especially in the hot, sweltering sun of Palestine?  No part 

of Jesus body was free from pain.  The loss of blood, the mounting fever, the unnatural sag of his 

unsupported body, the nails scraping exposed nerves, the swollen wounds and raw bruises, and 

the nauseating odor of dripping blood brought forth this cry from his humanity.  His was a 

human body.  He endured the full measure of evil’s torment and torture.  God sought our 

salvation through a human, not an angel, or a seraph, but through One who belonged to us and 

suffered at our hands. 

 

The Sixth Word – “It is finished.”  John 19:30 

 

     Finally, Jesus’ power to endure the pain was exhausted, which brought this parting cry to his 

lips.  To be sure his agony, ordeal, and testing were finished.  His earthly mission had almost 

come to an end.  He had fulfilled the difficult part of his mission.  He had been faithful, and 

because of his faith the cosmic struggle between good and evil had been won.  God had won.  It 

was finished. 

 

The Seventh Word – “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”  Luke 23:46 

  

     This last word is the triumphant declaration of a confident faith putting his complete loyalty 

in the hands of God.  His entire life had been a venture in faith.  Everything was at stake.  He 

gave to God his life even when tremendous temptations encouraged him to abandon it.  He had 

entrusted his life and his work and now his future and our future into God’s hands.  For the 



Christian, this is the highest act of faith, to do as Jesus did and put our whole lives into the hands 

of God.   

 

Benediction: 

 

     We have met Jesus of Nazareth, and for that reason the concerns of the whole world are our 

concerns.  In the prayers of this community, we go now from this place with the intention to live 

for others.  The Lord be with you.  Go.  Serve in His Name. 

 


